CHARACTERS.

try, have their teeth rubbed down
quite even with the gums; others
have them formed in points, and
fome file off no more than the
oater coat and extremities, in or-
der that they may the better re-
ceive and retain the jetty black-
nefz, with which they almoit uni-
verfally adorn them. The black
ufed on thele occalions is the em-
pyreumatic oil of the coco-nut
fhell. When this is not applied,
the filing does not, by deltroying
what we term the enamel, dimi-
nifh the whitenels of the teeth.
The great men f{ometimes fet
theirs 1n gold, by cafing, with a
plate of that metal, the under
row ; and this ornament, con-
trafted with the black dye, has,
by lamp or candle light, a very
{plendid effeét. It is {ometimes
indented to the thape of the teeth,
but more ufually quite plain.
They do not remove it either o
eat or {leep,

At the age of about eight or
nine, they Enrc the ears of the
female children ; which 15 a cere-
mony that muolt neceflarily pre-
cede their marriage. T'his they
call betenday, as they call filing
their teeth bedadeng ; both which
gperations are regarded in the fa-
mily, as the occalions of a feftival,
They do not here, as in fome of
the adjacent iflands, {of Neas in
particular) increafe the aperture
of the ear to a monitrous fize, fo
as in many inftances to be larﬁe
enough to admit the hand, the
lower parts being ftretched till
they touch the fhoulders. Their
ear-rings are molily of gold fila-
grﬂ:, faftening, not with a clafp,

ut in the manner of ftuds,
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Difference in Charafter Eetaveen the
Malays, and erder Sumatrans ;
Jrom: the fame duther,

HE Malay and native Su-
matran differ more in the
features of their mind than in
thofe of their perfon. lthough
we know not that this ifland, in
the revolutions of human gran-
deur, ever made a dil'finguiﬂn:d
figure in the hiftory of the world,
(tor the Achenele, though pow-
erful in the fixteenth century,
were very low in point of civili-
zation) yet the Malay inhabic-
ants have an.appearance of dege-
neracy, and this renders their
charaéter totally different from
that which we conceive of a fa-
vage, however jultly their fero-
cious fpirit of plunder on the
eaitern coaft, may have drawn
upon them that name. They
feem rather to be finking into ob-
ﬁ:uritty, though with opportuni-
ties of improvement, than emerg-
ing from thence, to a flate of
civil or political importance.
They retain a firong fhare of
ﬁridc, but not of that laudable
ind which reftrains men from
the commifion of mean and frau-
dulent attions. They pofiefs
much low cunning and plaufible
duplicity, and know how to dii-
femble the ftrongelt paffions and
moft inveterate antipathy, be-
neath the utmoft compofure of
features, till the oppertunity of
gratifying their refentment offers,
Veracity, gratitude, and inte-
grity, are not to be found in the
it of their virtwes, and their
minds arc almoft totally ftrangers
to the fentiments of honour and in.
famy. They are jealous and vine -
dictive,  T'heir courage is de-

fultory,
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fultory, the effelt of a momentary
enthufialm, which enables them
to perform deeds of incredible
defperation ; but they are {lran-
gers to that fleady magnanimity,
that caol heroic refelution in bat-
tle, which conititutes in our idea
the perfe@ion of this quality, and
renders ita virtue ®.  Yetit muft
be cbferved, that from an apathy
almoft paradoxical, they fuffer
under fentence of death, in cafes
where no indignant pafiions could
operate to buoy up the mind to a
sontempt of punifhmenr, with
aftonifhing compalure and indif-
ference; uttering little more on
thele occafions, than a proverbial
faying, common among them, ex-
preflive of the inevitability of fate
—*¢ apoa borlee bocat 7' 'T'o this
ftoiciim, their belief in predefli-
nation, and very imperfett idea
of a future, eternzl exiltence,
doubtlels contribute,
Some writer has remarked, that
a refemblance is ofually found,
between the difpofition and qua-
lities of the beails proper to any
country, and thofe of the indige-
nous inhabitants of the human
{pecies, where an intercourle with
ll;reigncrs has not deftroyed the
genuinenefa of their charadter,
The Malay may be compared to
the buffzlo and the tiger. In his
. domeftic ftate, he i1s indolent,
ftubborn, and voluptuous as the
former, and in his adventurous
life, heis infidious, blood-thirity,
. and rapacious as the latter, Thus
the Arab is faid to refemble his
camel, and the placid Gentoo his
cow, i
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The original Sumatran, thuugﬁ
he partakes in fome degree of tae
Malay vices, and partly from the
contagion of example, pofleifes
many exclufive virtues ; but they
are more properly of the negative
than the pofitive kind. He is
mild, peaceable, and forbearing,
unlefs his anger be roufed by vio-
lent provecation, when he 1s im-
placable in his refentments. He
is temperate and {ober, bein g
equally abftemious in meat an
drink, The diet of the natives is
moftly wvegetable; water is their
only beverage ; and though they
will kill a fowl or a goat for a
ftranger, whom perhaps they ne-
ver faw before, nor dver expedt ta
fee again, they are rarely guiley
of that extravagance for them-
{elves ; not even at their feltivals
{bimbang ), where there is a plenty
of meat, do they eat much of any
thing but rice. "Their hofpital-
ity 1s extreme, and bounded by
their ability alone. Their man-
ners are fimple; they are gene.
rally, except among the cﬁe&,
devoid of the Malay cunning and
chicane ; yetendued with a quick-
nefls of apprehenfion, and on many
occafions difcovering a confidera-
ble degree of penetration and fa-
gacity. In refpeét to women,
they are remarkably continenr;
without any fhare of infenfibility,
They are modeft; particularly
puarded in their expreflions ; cour-
teous in their behavior g grave in
their deportmfnt, being feldom
or never excited to laughter; and
patient to a great degree. On the
other hand, they are litigious ;

* In the hiflory of the Partuguefe wars in this part of the caft, there appears

fome exception to this remwk, and

rticularly in the charafler of Lacfesannd,

who was truly a great man, and molt confummate warrivr,

indolent ;
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bndolent; addicted to gaming ;
dithoneft in their dealings with
ﬁran?:ru, which they efteem no
moral defeét; fufpicious ; regard-
Iefs of truth ; mean in their tranf.
attions ; fervile ; though cleanly
in their perfons, dirty in their ap-

are?, which they never wath.

hey are carelefs and improvident
of the future, becanfe their wants
are few, for though poor, they
are not neceflitous; natore fup-
plying with extraordinary facility,
whatever fhe has made reguifite
for their exiftence. Science and
the arts have not, by extending
their views, contributed to enlarge
the ¢ircle of their defires ; and the
various refinements of luxury,
which in polithed focieties become
neceflaries of life, are totally un-
known to them ®,




