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Lxtratt of a di fatch Jrom Gowersigs the Hon. Fred. North,

# the Rt Flon, Lord Hobart, one of bis DMajefiy’s Prin-
cipal Secresaries of State,.dated Columbe, Fuly 8, 1803,
E Euclofe to you the depofition of a perfon. ftating

himfelf to be an eye-witnefs of one of the moil
atrocious adts of ‘perfidy and cruelty ever committed.
_Every particular. of the narration mz'ry not be true, but
it appeurs that Candi was attacked in the midft of a
truce, by the firft Adigaar, on the 23d (or rather be-
i=ve on the 24th) ultimo; that Major Davie, com-
manding the garzifon there, capitulated on the follow-
wig day, and that afeer he left the fort all the Englith
foldiers who accompunied him were treacheroufly
murdered in cold,blood. T canhot believe that Major
D.vie would have confented.to evacuate on any terms
lefs favourable than thofe ftated in the depofition, viz.
of being allowed to proceed with arms and aminuni-
tion, and without moleftation, to Trincomalée, -and
that eare fhould be taken of the fick whom he left be-
hindj for the fort wus rendered, in the opinion of moft
military men, tenable againft any force that was likely
to be brought againt it, and large fupplies of provi-
{ions had been fent thither, in addition to thofe which
Lieutenant-Colonel Barbut declared to be fufiisjent for
fix morths” confumption, two months ago. Lieutenant
Fuafskiflon was alfo on the road from Trincomalée (as
Mazjor Davie muft have known) with roo doolies,
under an efcort of 150 Malays; and when I heard of
the breach of the truce, 1 ordered Lieutenant-Colonel
Hunter to proceed from ‘I'rincomalée with 200 of his
Majefty’s 19th Regiment, and fifty Malays, to fecure
the evacuation, which (had it been delayed for a fort-
night) would have been fufely effe®ed. But what I
zan {till lefs account for, is, that Major Davie, havin
obtained {fuch terms, thould have confented to lay down
his arms, when he muft have felt that the perfon who
infifted on fuch an infraction of agreement, could have
no other delign but that of murdering him and his men;
and when he maft, in common with all the army, have
known that a corps of forty Europeans, in good health,
and of 200 Malays, might cut their way tirough any
army of Candians to any part of the iland. Indeed
Captain Mudge, late Commandant of Fort Macdowall,
brought off his men in circumitances of as great diffi-
culty; and a fmall detachment of twenty-two invalid
Malays, fourtéen convalefcents of the 19th Regiment
from Candi, and fixty Sepoys under Lieutenant Nixon,
Erfign Grant, and Enfign Smellie, defended themfelves
in a miferable little fort of fafcines at Dembadenia, for
more than a week, againft an immenfe multitude col~
leéted by the fecond Adigaar, after they had expended
their ammunition, till they were relieved by a detach-
ment of fifty Europeans and as many Sepoys, whom I
fent under the command of Captain Blackall, of the
51k, to bring them down, in which he has fucceeded
without lofs. Under the oppreflion of fo dreadful a
misfortune, it is fatisfadtory to me to ftate, that an
opinion formed of a fpirit of defe@ion in his Majefty’s
#|Regiment is perfeétly unfounded; fome indi-
viduals of that corps had, indeed, deferted from Candi,
but the great majority, including all Officers of influ-
eiice and reipeability, were {taunch to the end. Thofe
who, after the Englifh were feparated from them, were
forced into the Candian fervice, are-certainly not blame.
able; and of thofe, five have already efcaped and ar-
rived here, who fay, that all the others are ready to
follow their example. The Princes of that nation,
who are fettled at Columbo, waited on me, as foon
as the melancholy intelligence arrived, to affare me
of their regret and indignation at hearing that any
Malays had delerted, and of their invariable attach-
ment to the Britifh Government.

Depofition of the Lafcoryn arrived from Candi.

Milihanaged]oannes, of the Reformed Religion, being
truly {worn, depofeth, that the 6th of laft month, he
was’ fent, along with twelve other Lafcoryns, by the
Town Major to Candi; that he pafled at Negumbo,
where doolies were put under their charge, and that
he arrived at Candi, after a route of about twelve days,
and that the Lafcoryns delivered up the doolies and
other ftores which were under their charge to the
Englifh Gentlemen. After remaining there three days,
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they were ordered to return to Columbo with twelve
doolies, in eleven of which were fick Europeans, and
oine which contained baggage. Thefe doolies, with
twelve European foldiers, as an efcort, paffed the river,
aud ftopped upon the oppofite fide; that the fame day
he heard firing at Candi; that a great many doolies,
upon hearing the firing, attempted to pafs the river,
but were ftopped by entry. Several Candians
approached the place where the doolies and the fick
were, apd fired upon them, which were returned by
the Eyropeans and twelve Malays who were pofted
there. They fired till their ammunition was expended,
when tne Malzys jumped into the river, and the Enro-
peau Officer who commanded the detachment did the
fame. Fle docs nat know what became of all the
European foldiers, «~ whom he only faw three crofs
the river, and one killed by the Candiaus. That the
Lafcars, who ferved the cannon at that poft, threw
the cannon into the river, and pafled to Candi, and
that he followed their example and efcaped to Candi;
that he does not know what became of the fick who
were in the doolies.

He went firft to the Mandore, where he had been
before, but finding many Candians there, he got into
the palace, and remained in the court where th y
foldiers were. The firing continued until two o'cloc A
when a white flag was hoifted from the palace, and the
firing ceafed. That Major ie, the Captain of
Artillery, and an Europea ' Officer, who {poke
Malay, and two or thre 1ative Olficers, went
to the Adigaar, and returned foon afterwards with an
Ola from the Adigaar, which he himfelf read, import-
ing that the whole might {{:mceed to Trincomalée
without receiving any 1oleftation, and that the fick
fhould be taken care of, and have medicine given to
themr until they were well, when they might cither
go to Columbo or ftay in Cundi. The garrifon fet
out on Friday, with their arms and ammunition, at
five in the cvening to Alungantotte, where they re-
mained all night, expofed to a very heavy rain, he,
the deponent, J%‘neing with them,

On Saturdey morning Major Davie ordered a raft
to be mude to pafs the river; feveral Candians came
and demanded Mootoo Sawmy, who, they faid, was
not at Cundi. They {eized upon him, and carried him
off. Mootoo Sawmy gave his fword to Major Davie.
‘T'he Candians told Major Davie that it was unneceffary
to make rafts, as next day a number of deneys would
be procured, in which they might all pafs. Next day,
however, Sunday, no doneys came, and it was pro-
pofed to fend fome perfons acrofs the river to faften a
cord by which they might pals; that he, the deponent,
fwam acrofs the river, and faftened a cord to the other
{ide, after which he returned, but while he was doing
fo a Cundian cut the cord he had faftened. Soon
afterwaurds there came an order from the Adigaur to
Major Davie, to make his men lay down their arms,
and return to Candi, which, after fome tite, they did;
that between Candi and Allungatotte, there is 2 village
called Geventotte, where two cannons were placed,
and where the Maulays were ordered to feparate from
the reft, and proceed to Candi, which they all did, ex-
cept four native officers, who remained with Major
Davie. Soon afterwards all the prifoners were taken
two by two, and delivered over to the Candians, who
took them to a little diftance, and cut their heads off’;
that they were likewile going to kill the women, but
this was put a {top to by order of the Adigaur.  Major
Davie, and the Captuin of Artillery, with the four

Officers who had followed their countrymen,
were carried off, as ke fuppoles, to the Adigaar. The
yys and Bengul Lafcars were not put to death, A
fervant of Captain Nouradin, whom he faw,
im that the two Englith Officers and the four
Malays were with the Adigaar. Upon Monday he
faw the two Englifh Officers, and was told that they
were to be carried to Hargaroonketti, vhere the Kin
was. In the evening of that day the Adiguar colle@ec
all the effeéts which tha ¥uglith had left, an? ordered
the cannon to be fired without ball, as a mark of re-
joicing. "That having heard ufterwaurds that the doolies,
Lafcoryns, &c. might return, he fet ont on ‘Friday
vight, and came to Columbo yellerday evening, the
the sth of July. =
Taken dow by me from the interpretation of Mr.
Jonville and the Mahamodliar.
Colimbo, Suly 6, 1803.

RosarT Arnury NOT,
Chief Secretary to Government,
(A true copy)
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