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EAST INDIES.
The accounts from Ceylon, relative to the
operations of the war against the King of Candy,
are, we aresorry to say, far from consolatory.—
The disastrons reports, distantly alluded to in
our last, must, we fear, be regarded as confirm-
ed.—We copy the following from a very respee
table paper :—
¢ The attention of the public has been again
Forcibly called to the island of Ceylon, by ac-
counts of a very unfortunate nature, which ave
recently been recetved from that colony. The
reports are extremely various 3 but we are hap-
py to be able to present our readers with an ac-
count, extra&ed from a private letter from an
officer thete. of a later date than any which has
yet been laid before the public,
¢ It appears from the letter alluded to, that
General Macdowall had returned to Columbo in
June last, leaving Major Davie to garrison Candy
with a force consisting of five companics of the
19th regiment, a detachment of Malays and
black troops, in all amounting to 1000 men.
The sickness incident to that climate, as wcll asg
a scarcity of provisions, from the difficulty of|
procuring supplies, began soon to be felt in the:
garrison 5 and the King of Candy, who had ta-|
ken refuge in the mountains, having been infor-
med of these circumstances, suddenly collected |
a large force of the natives, and marched to the,
attack of Candy. Major Davie, despairing of
being able to hold out from the want of provis.
sions, or to force his way through so many local
obstacies to the coast, adopted the resolution off
surrend-ring to the encmy, op condition of his
being condudled with his garrison in eafety (o
Columbo. Our troops, however, bad nosoonet
delivered up their arms, than they found that,
they bad put themselves into the power of i}
enemy «om no_faith could bind, The boats;
which stould have condu@ed them over 2 yiver,
that lay in their way, they found to have becit;
previjously destroyed 5 and the Adigar, after a--z
musing them for some thme with specivus pro-?
mises, at jast suddenly feil upon them, madci
I

them prisoners, and, theveistoomuchreuson to

fear, basely murdered the whole of tham,  Wed
have at least only heard of one corporal of the:
1gth baving escaped to Columbo, with the ac.;
counts of the melancholy fate of his countrymetis;
The behaviour of the Malays in cur service onl
this occasion, was diretly the reverse of what!
it has been represerted in all accounts given &

the public papers.  ‘The Caundians, awarte of !I)e:i
dreadful conscquences of irritating that race, cv-
deavoured by every promise of protediion cind
reward, to induce themy to join against iho i
tisi,  They, however, vesisted ol these avis
and Nardin Goa in partioular, onc of the st
vahiant 1y Princes, and a strenuous *ond of
the British, continued to fight by Major Dhaiic’s
side till the latter was made prisoner,  ndin,
covered with wonnds, almost mivacu . aity ox-
caped, and has since arrived at Columbe "Fhe
private Maiays, after the massacre ot thaiv ciit-
cers, beirg surrcunded on all sides, =0 o
made a shew of surrendering ! a better wpportie
nity of escape however, soon after presus: ting -
self, they boldly broke thwough the Candians,
and two-thirds of their number have since areiv-
éd at Columbo in a very exhausted conditici. =
The rage of the Malays throughout the islind,
on hearing the fate of their officers, was exirn,
and to such a piteh was their resentment carris
ed, that the numbers of th W regiment was
restored by volunteers, and the whob: of that
race in the island have raken an oath to execure
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- the mostdreadfu! vengeance on the Candians -

The condudt of the Malays on this occasion, nis
been the means of preserving 1o ns the wsland g
for had thev joined pemies. the weakonsd
for had they joined vur enemies, the woikensd
state of our furces there could onty have iy
enabled us to retain the garricons of Chlorno
and Trincomales,

| there, he got inio the palace, and remain.
. the Conrt where the Malav soldiers were.

“ Vizorous measures nave been taker Laile
security of the colony, ani strong reinforcesenis
detached from cur continental possessions i Iow
dia.””

This accemnt is principaily confirmed b o
dispateh from Governor the Han P Norh, data
vd Cohmmbo, 3th July, and which apponcd i

Taesday’s Gazette, 16s however, wiven ca: tid
depaosition of a single Lascoryn, whostated hin-

seil to have been an cve winess of this fon! trusue
action, aud shoald therefore be received wish
caution.

e states, thay on the 6th of last monti (T
he was senty along with 2z other Lascorya.,
the ‘Town-Major to Kindiz that he pissed s
Negumbo, where Doulics were put unéar thair
charge, and that he arived at Kandi, ater 2
route of about 12 divs, and that the Lascoaves
deitvered up the doslic . and other stores wisich
were uncer their charge, to the Frglich rerita-
e, After 1emnaining there 3 days, they
ordered to retirn to Columbo with 12 doiies,
in eleven of wilch were sick Turoneans, »vd ae,
which contained baggage,  Several Candime 1=
proached the place where the d «olics and aick
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L were, and fired upon thom, wiich was refi st

by the Curopeans ard 12 Milays who were vos-
ted there.  He first went to the Mandoie, ¢

he had been before, but finding many Ca:
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"+ he
firmg continaed until two o’clock, when & white
flag was hoisted from the palaee, and the siving
ceased,  That Mhjor Davie, the Captain ot -

titlery, and an European Malay officer. wia

' spoke Malay, and two or three Malay naci-« i-

ficers, went to the Adigaar, and returned s.on
afterwards with an Obifrom the Adigaar, vwhich
he himself rend, importing that the whole nogit
procecd to Trincomalee without receiving
molestation, and that the sick shonld be ik
care of and have medicine given them untii e
were well, when they might either go to Codoin.
bo, or stay at Kandi. The garrison set ot on
Friday, with their arms and ammunition, ot
the evening, to Alungantoite, where theyres -
cd all night exposcd to a very heavy rain, hie the
depouent being with them. So.n atierwasids
there came an order irom the Adigaar to Major
Davie, to make his men lay down thair arme,
and return to Kandi, which, alter some ticig,
they did 5 that between Kandi zod Altanga totte,
there 1s a village called Gevantoite, wiert two
cannon were placed, and where the Malays vem
ordered to scparate from the resty, and proce:d
te Kandie, which they all did, cgcept four nin-
tive officers, who remaimed with Bajor Day ie.
Boon afterwards all the prisoners were taken,
two by two, and deitvered over 1o the Canduns,
who took them to a little distance, and cat vi:0ir
heads off 5 that they were likewise going to Lid
the women, but this was put a stop to by onier
of the Adigaar, Maior Davie, and the Capiaia
of Artillery, with the fout [ificers whe
had notioliowed ther coeuntrymen, were caried
ofi, as he supposes, to the Adigear. The 5S¢
poys and Dengal Lascars were not put to death.
A Malay servant of Captain Nouradin, whota
he saw, told hin that the fwo Doelish officors,
and tfour Mulays, were with the Adigaar., Jpoa
Mouday he saw the two Epgiish officers, and
was told they were to be carried to Hargaroon-
ketti, where the King was,
Taken down by me from the interpretaticn
of Mr. Jonville and the Mahamodliar.
Columbo, 6:h Fulyy 1803.
(Signed)
ROGBERT ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary to Goverumnerts
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