Trewman's Exeter Flying Post (Exeter, England),
Thursday, March 1, 1804; Issue 2106

Cevion. The following extraét from a private let”
ter coutains fome additional particulars of the
melancholy affuir at Candy :—

The march of the Britifh troops on the 2d of Fe-
bruary, the capture of Candy, and the fet:ling a new
King upon the throne; the ficknefs of our troops in
garrifon, and the propofals repeatedly made on our
part for an accommodation, we have given before.

“ The troops in Candy and the neighbouring pofts
dving daily, and being much reduced hy ficknefs, the
Candians formed a plan to rite en maffe, on a certain
day, all over the iland, and maffacre th: Englith
troaps.
natives furrounded Candy, and attacked the Palace,
which was dcfended with the greateft obftinacy by the
10th and the Malays, who fought hand to hund for
nearly two hours, and at one time they could nnat
Inad their picces, but merely ufed the bayonet. After
a defperate ftruggle, they at laft beat the Candians off
with great flaughter, We loft about 12 or “14 killed
and wounded, and two galiant young men, Lieu-
tenants Blakcuey and Plenderleighy of the 19th, The
furrender of Major Davie happened exaétly as we have
aiready ftared.

- ¢« While our troops were on their way to Trinco-
malee, the Adigar, on the 26th, fent them a mefiage,
faying, the King pofitively infifted that they fhould
maich back to Candy and lay down their arms, and
that Mootoo Swammy, the new King, fhould be given
up to them. After fome time Major Davie marched
back towards Candy, and was met by the Adigar and
tbe Diflavacs or Chicfs, and fhewn where they (hould
pile their arms, clofe to the town., When that was
done, the Europeans were marched to fome diftance
from their arms, which _were immediately fecured by
the Candians, The Malay foldiers in our fervice were
feparated from the Europeans and marched another
way. The Candians then took the new King, Mootoo
Swammy, and put him to death on the tpot. Major
Pavie and Capuain Rumley, of the Malay regiments,
and Captain Flumphreys, of the Bengal Artillery, were
feparated from the reff of the Officers. The other
.Othcers, eight in number, with all the men of the
19th, were then led away, tied two and two. The
greater part were then brought into the jungle in this
fate, and, horrid to relate, beat againft each other
with clubs till they expired. The remainder by two
and two, had their throats cat; one cerporal of (he
1oth, as already ftated, only efcaping; he had his
head and neck defperately cut, and was thrown among
the heap of flain ; but ar night was able 10 creep into
the wapd, and make for the river, over which he
fwam, though very broad and rapid, and efcaped to
Fort Macdowal, Inall, there were 194 Eusopeans of
the 19th put to death, and nearly the whote of the
Malays, who would not voluntarily cnter into the
King’s fervice.

¢ Many of thofe who did fo to fave their lives,
contrived afterwards to effect their efcape. Major
Darvie, Captains Rumley and Humphreys, were kept
prifoners (or fome days after the firt maflacre, and
when the grand feaft was made upon eftablithing the
King again on the throne at Candy, thefe unfortunate
men were dragged out in the prefence of the King and
all his Diffavacs, by command of the Adigar, and put
to death in the moft cruel and inhuman manner.
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Cn the day appointed, about 12;000 of the |

¢ Scveral valuable Malay Officers perifhed in their
ariempts to protet the Evropeans. A very fine young

man, not above 17, Enfign Barry, of the Malay
corps, who was referved from the flaughter, being
fent for a few days after by the Adigar, to come before
the King, finding his execution at hand, fnatched a
fword from one of the guards, and thruft it through
his body.
¢ During the truce which was made between the
General and the King in May, the Candian Diffavac
of the four Corles, Leuke Ralehamie, fuddenly col-
fe€ted a large body of Candians, and entered our tes-
ritories at the village of Attagalla, endeavoused to
force the Cingalefe under our Goyernment to join them,
but they fled towards the coaft, where a detachment
of 25 of the 65th regiment, and as many of Ramfay's
corps, and ahout 100 Lafcarine foldiers, marched to
attack them. After a fhort conteft, the Candians fled
beyond Ruanelli, leaving two of their guns and an
image of Budha behind them.
¢¢ We are told that, in confequence of the inhabi-
tants of a village, in the route of the Britith troops in
Ceylon, fupplying the latter very critically with a
quantity of paddy, a party of Candian troops fationed
n the vicinity, made a defcent on the poor defencelefs
and: unfufpefting offenders, and put them all to death,
~ ¢ Notwithfianding the extreme difficulty of roads in
the vicinity of Candy, the.pafles have been rendered

ftill more diffeult by the ere&ion of 2 numbes of ca»
ravetys, oy fortified gates, which can eafily be defend-
¢d . by a very interior force.”

The public curiofity having lately been excited by
the tranfallions in Ceylon, it might not be uninte.
refting to our seadets to be informed of the routeand
diftances from Trincomalee to Candy, as communi-
cate by a refpeQable Odicer in tle Company’s fer-
VICE tme

From Trincomalee to Copputorey, 9 milesy from
Coppuatorey to Tuinbela Caranum, 6 miles; from
Turnbela Carunum to ‘Yertelay, 165 from Tertolay
to Peimaumadoo, 103 frody Permawinadoo-to Pulian
Caravvety, 10; from Pulian Caravvety to Witheegall,
203 from Wifhtezall o Rock River, 55 from Rock

-River to Gona, 16; from Gona to Choultry Plain,
183 from Choultry Plain to Nallendy Caravvety, 53
from Nallendy Cuaravvety to Alhwalay, 18; from
Allwalay to Ofiput, 18; from Otiput o Gunnoor,
1y ; from Gunnoor to Candy, 5.—In the whole, by
this, 172 miles.

Recent accounts from the Refident at Oujein flate,
that a mof extraordinary inandation bad been expe-
rienced in the vicinity of that city, occafioned by the
fudden fwelling of the river, which, overflowing its
banks, filled the Rrects and houfes to fuch a depth as
to render it necetlary for the inhabitants, in the dead
of night, to feek refuge from inftant deftruélion, in
boats ; feveral cotrages, and even whole villages in
the neighbourhood, were {fwept away, together with
large quantities of grain and fome cattle. A number
of people efcaped to a Ilindoo temple, on a hill on
the Eaftern fide, where they were foon fupplied with
provifions and other neceffaries. This calamity is
fuppofed to have been occafioned by a fhock of an
earthquake in the upper diftriéls. '
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