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PRINCE OF WALEYS [SLAND,

As the Notice of the Public, and tent

_ s the i
the Proprietors of India Stock, have beena:t:;it:d" i

the arrangements in contemplation for the Prine
Wales’s [fland, we perfuade ourfelves thay we difcie‘or
afdur:y g{atefui to our friends, by enabling them 1o ’:_i;:e
of the fource and the motives from ¢
fure procezds. Wiesce; the mes-

Lord CASTLEREACH to the CHAIR,

9th Sept. (3
“ I bave the honour to enclofe for your informw'
H & . At
copies of two private ltiers, with their fevery) l:;ll

c,'lofures[frqm Lord Melville to the Mar.
]qer: wé:;:. ubjedt of bu?lding fhips in India for the Kings

** I bep to fugaelt the expedien .
with Sir sA ndrg\:r Hnmmoﬂd, é&::ﬁ%&iﬂnﬁflm
N;,'W’ upon the detail of this queftion vy e
being betier enabled to frame fuch orders g ?‘mw s
exgodient to l’yrward to India on tl'lisu'ucmfiinulfrf:}r g
which, from its prefling importance in 5Iacjudb,; ?eﬁ'
the Firlt Lord of the Admiraly, will, T hage : E'Nl
claim your eatly and earnelt atention,” Rk,

EXTRACT.
Lord MELVILLE to Lord WELLESIL?,

« The fhort note T lately wrote to 7

an overland conveynnce, “Y(i” have Ii:r;rifrdg’lp;,,
the letter with which I am pow totrouble \muy 2t
fubjed of building fhips ia India. It is a]r;ufi;l e
years fince [ firft had oceafion 1o confider thyt rz;:
e and [ bad much coaverlition with Sir Cha:l[e.
Middleton upon ir, when he was Commiffioner of lh:
Navy, My connexion with the Adminiltrtion of
Iudia brouglit the fime idea afier oc:a!iunal]y befy

me, ;nd my opinions both as to the utitity and r-:ftr'c
cability of the plan bave never varied, [ am Pa‘:. =
that many of the (tatements which were Lefore .:'e
were too lanpuine, and many of them came from ~i
Em;: ;hobbadl given nnljy a fuperficial attestion to (he
ubject, but the general wpining wy o 1
sy Jorm ’b] s {o prevalent 2nd

frequent) i
country imprefied we with aqilmngy c:::?ieﬂio:: ::::
with 2 view beth o marive and commercial purpofes
this country muft one day avail ithelf of the vafuall;l;
refource it had for fip building in Indin. Wheng
my nepbese, Mr. Philip Dendas, rewrned from India
about twelve months ago, I was defircus for my own
fatistaction, to talk over the fubje& minutely with him,
The fitwation he had held ac fion:bay pave Lim the beft
means of information, and I was the more defiros
1o converfe with him ag he was the vaiy reverfe of
being fanguine in his idras on the fubject, and teaded
to counterbalance what I might conceive 1o be the 100
[anguine idcas of others: L had a full converfution
with him left fummer ia Scotland, and I fead you
No. L a Mi_nutt of that converlution. I likewife
fend you Copy of a Memorandum I have lately re.
ceived from him, No. 1L #

¢ Iv has laicly become my duty to examine the

thing to the bowom, with a view to the pratical ofe
of this fyltem. That your Lerdfhip may be fully in.
farmed on the fubjec, I fead you a Correfpondence I
have lately had wuh the Navy Bourd, from the peru-
[al of which-you will perceive the great importance of
the meafures on which I am addrefing you, and it
will fave me the pecefliry of troubling you with fo long
a letter as might otherwile bave been necellury, With
the fame view [ fend you fome Minues, which
within thele few days have been put into my hands
by Mr. Philip Dundas; they are drawn ap by a Mr.
Tate, recentlyreturned from lodia, and whofe awention
has been accurately drawn to the particulars he details,
fromi:his being himlelf engaged in the bufinefs of fhip-
building in [ndia, His details are certainly more mi.
tute than any I have received, and are more fuie
factory, as being founded on perfonal obfervation. [
had a very long converfation with him yellerday, 2
Wimbledan, in prefence of Sir Andrew Hammosd
and my nephesy Alr. P. Do oand 1 exped to res
ceive from him in writing, his an{wers to many poinis
I defived him 1o confider.

« From what has already pafled, T am [atisfed
that we have at Bombay the meuns of building fhips
of the line, of at lealt 64 guns, and at Cochin we
may build frigates of 44 10 any amount. IFwe
fhould not be able to carry it further, thefe, ia them-
felves, are very great refources, and deferving of ar-
rangements being made for carrying them into inftant
exccetion, I am hopeful thac the fyltea: may be car-
ried infinitely furcher; that either in Rangoon,
Pepu, or at Prince of Wales’ I{land, arraagement
miy be mad for building fhips of 74 guns, or €¥ed
larger, as the woods of teak in Fepu are faid to_he
inexhaultible. "The beil plsce for a building eftabif
_ment, if it anfiwers in other refpedls, would be “‘.!h;;

“goon, in the neighbourboed of the woods; and it ¢
map does not miflead me, the coun:ry there feems f“’
be wonderfully interiedted by rivers, which, of CO“T
mult be highly ufeful in bringing the wood t0 B¢
coaft.” .
MY DEAR LORD, A ;
“ T cannot allow the fhips about to fal for [ndia
depart withowt troubling your Lordthip again #
fubject of fhips building for the Navy. Fhe more
. 3 . 1 am cop
revolve the {ubje& in my mind, the more iy
vinced of the udlity, indeed I fhould fay the nfcglnng’ i
there exilts to avail ourfelves of tha: ufuuf‘:e'riu[o;.
with this I fend to your Lordﬂlili what fut S
1 mation T have collested fince I lalt wrote t2 ¥00-
« L.have had converfation with Lof
and the Chairs of the Ealt 1ndia Companys, viewi
to them the outlines of the plan I ha¥¢ by e T4t
found them as I cxpedied, imprefled With V¥
| 5 pecie . il 10 COOFE
portance of the object, and difpoled cordially .
rate in the execution of it. The more oy @
‘mult be fettled berween the Eaft India Gom[fngﬂ‘
the Compuroller of the Navy ; and iLis rF)' mer et
o furnifh each of them with a copy of any 1¥" d ke
to:your Lordfliip, and iis accompanimeatss 85 iy
with a copy of this and the additional pape
have {ubjoined to it. : 3 inmy!
“« "Phe leading queltion which I treat¢ the ¢
converfution with Lord Caltlercaghy were ought ¥
where the building of the fips for the Mv'i: the 0
be carried on, and the authority under whic
rations mult be conduled. s o

« he papers from Mr. Tate, which ac:
this, are decidedly in favour of llan;;ooﬂ]: :he it
ready to admit, that if Peguwas apart @ o
poffellion in Lndia, the viciniy of the materi e
1ng, and other cireumitances, would gw-ihlroo cxcluﬂ*
decided preference ; and 1 do not Wi o
from your Lordfhip's mature cunﬁdem:onL peatd
better channels of information, but T ha® sedit?
thing yet to farisfy me th

quis We[rl’]‘lqr‘

July 4, 18eq,

Wimbledon, goth Avgsh 1'"4-”

—

ac it would be "flandl
siflc 0 greara fake an fo precarious 3 tenure;

1. tor the dpinion contained in the leftér to
;"°';§I’,',,ym;\zpbm.PMr. Philip Dundas, which ac-
mn;td {ome of the memorandums prepared by M,
Pﬂll will certainly add very confiderably o the ex-
18, ¢ i building to bring the wood from Pegu to
_I:eﬂ § Wales’s Ifland; butthe ore minutely I ex-
F”:;\e fituation of that' Settlement, I am the more
mcﬂ_ 4 with an opinion that the Ealt India Company
e : cultivate; and by every means cherifh and in-
ght l;he me rity of it; and it may bs.a queltion
d&f'r the di ance from which the timber from Pegu
:ebraugh:, may not in a degreebe counterba-
lnd by the eminent advantages which will refult
[ the interclts of the Company bcing_ niore concen-
% . and whatever collateral benefits arife from having
] depbt and arfenalio India ought certainly,
to be thrown iuto -the fcale in favour of 2
of our own, efpecially ons in a fitation
b very promifing in a variety of other refpedts. It
B o of Wales’s Ifland is fixed vpen as' the (tation
.1he aew arfenal_, Ehe putting the timber before it is
ved from Pégu, into a fhape as near to yfc as caa
il cerainly be attended to; and, if in our in-
il with the people of Pegu, we condu@ our-
N in fuch a manner as to coneiliate their confi-
cg and remove jealoufy, it is not impoflible that in
" s of time they might even countenance fhips
buile there for our behalf; in the fame manner
ave allowed others formerly to'build. The
; object will be to eounteradt by our beft exer-
g the effect of thofe intrigues, which our ene-
:ﬂ: no doubt, will endeavour to ufe to our preju-

;W’ naval
noliibles
b (eflion

n
they h

w o

#
e Bt however fanguine T am ia my ideas refpedt-
4, Prince of Wales’s Ifland, and however defirable
saiderit o eftablifh, perbaps, the naval arfenal in
i \:r quarter of TIndia, I canby no means enter into the
s of thofe who may be difpofed to undervalue the
" ortance of Bombay, becaufe it may not havethe fame
[ intages, in refpeéd to the quastiry or fize'of the
her, 2s would belong to an eftablifhment at Rangoon
Drince of Wales’s Ifland. Ivis uddoubredly a great
- ymitancein favour of an eftablihment at either of
fe places, that fhips, probably of the largeft defcrip-
f 0, may be built there ; but, there feems no doubt,that
s, of G guns,and frigatesof any fize, maybs built on
.+ fde of India, and that it is a refource too impor-
Lin its narare to be negletted. Befides, it will be.
solleted that Bombay is alveady kaown as a refpec-
Je marine eflablifhment, with a number of valuable
| ifcers; andata very inconfiderable expence, as report.:
. from Bombay, the harbour and its accommodation
.y be fo exiended and improved as to afford full
Blnrenience fot the operations of both our. military
8 | commercial marine on that fide of India. In ad-

. (0 beadverted to; T have long thought that there
wsa defect in the diftribution of our Naval - Force ‘in
Idia, and that the fleets fhould bé {o divided, under
farate commands, as to afford conilant protettion 10
ki coafts of the Peninfula. By fuch a diftribution,
.- rade conneéied with Bombay and the two Gulphs
4 Arzbia and Pecfia, would receive a fubltantial pro.
8 tion, and the trade with Benpal, and the [eas on
M5 fide of India, would enjoy a {imilar proteftion.—
iis would guard again(t many inconveniencies arifing
o the effeéts of the Moafoons and other circumitan-
i If 1 am right inthis pofition, it is obvions thata
iral Ration, for the bwiding and repairing veflels of
8 iy defcription, on both fides of Indis, would bea

an Ocean ; a naval eltablifament, therelore, at
lince of Wales’s Iflznd affardsno argument for under-
duing and neglecting the eltablihment now exilling
1Bombay.

+With regard to the authority and controuling power
vbe exercifed over the Docks and Naval Arfenals in
% [di3, I am fatisfied 1here can be no divided authority;
was I am ftrongly inclined to the opinion that the
& tilding accommodations are to be made and ‘kept 0p
i the expence of the Ealt India Company, it will be
igible in many points of view that they fheuld be
feir property, and kept under’ the care and manage-
8 niof their fervants : this is peculiarly necefliry on
M ccoont of the native astificers on whom it will be wifle
 ir us 1o rely for the building of our fhips in Tndia.—
"ne Company’s fervants are accuftomed to their man-
#rsand habits, and will deal with them accordingly.
T if we were to introduce into the Docke in Indiaa
tdiitude of European workmen, or even a number of
luropean overfeers and fuperigtendacts, ic would pro-
thly be produdtive of difagreeable circumltances, if
[ izmanners, or even prejudices of the natives were to be
bt or outraged by a fpecies of manners und habits 10
#ich they were not accuftemed. In ftating this I de
mtmean to contend that the Navy Board of this
lountry are mot to have a few perfons placed at the
kilding Hations in India, in order to be certain that
he fhips are built according to the drahs and models
thich they *have appoved-of, and that no infufficient
naerials are introduced, or infufficient workmanfhip
llowed in the conftruétion of the fhips; but all this

tie fubordinate artificers in the Dock Yards. When
tlts are obferved, the perfons immediately in the em-
doy of the Navy Board can have them prevented and
tmedied through the interpofition of the Company’s
tryants, on a proper reprcientat_ian made for the pur-
e, ¢ T i .
41 this fyltem is adopted, and cordiallyand honour-
biy adted upon by the Lait India Company, as I have
22 doubu it will be, every thing will proceed fmooth-
¢ Itwwill be the bufinefs of the Company to take care
Hattheivarfenals and ftorehoufes are amplyfupplied wich
“afoned timber, and every other material requifite for
be execution of the bufinefs, and as the Eait India
[Lompany can have no view of making amy profit to
tiemfelves,on fuch a national concern, they will, when
L (hip for his Majelty’s navy is-completed, take fuch
oper means as fhall be fettled between them and the
[tavy Board, forafcertaining the fom which the fhip
lis colt them, when the account is certified by
fie perfons authorifed by the Navy Board. 1 am
inisfied this will prove to’be both the cheapeft and in
tvery other refpe® the moit beneficial methed of con-
tulting this great national object.

« [¢ is not my iniention to enter upon any of the de-
kils by which thefe arrangements are to be {euled be-
tyeen the Government and the Ealt Tndii Company.—
They and the Comptroller of the Navy are. infinitely
nore competent for the adjuftment of {uch details than
Lean pretend to be. It is fufficient for me to chalk
tat the material heads of the fyltem, and if either of
the parties with from me any further explanations, I
will be moft ready to lifken-wo them. When they are
fnelly adjufted, as ['uult shey will be fpeedily, direc-

[1ion to all this is another confideration too impartant

pat accommodation 10 our Naval interefltsin the In.

s putedtly confiltent with the fuperintending con. |
toul and authority of the Company’s {ervanis overall |

tionis upon the whols of the bukinels wil be conveyed
to the Company’s fervants in India_ih proper official
form. _Bug. Tthoughtit my duty not to' kee i"rom'your
Lordhip the ideas which have occuired to e afier
having beltowed donfidzrable attention.upon the fubjed,
L could only do foiat prefent by conim hicating to you
in an unoflicial form; the fentiments Lhige troubled you
with in this and-my former letrer of ‘tlieiath .
I have the honour 1o
My dear Lord, -

: :Your'_’s' fincerely,

. . meELviLie,”

LETTER FROM THE COMPTROLLER, SIR ANDI

SHAMMOND, TO THE %I—‘TSRR.I\TEN‘?NDREW
“ 51k, Navy Office, 30th Ocober, 1804.

¢ The Right Honourable Lord Melville, firlt Lord
of the Admiralty, baving tranfmitted to me copies of
two letters which his Lordthip has writen to the Marquis
Weilefley on the fubjet of building fhips of war in India
for his Majefty’s {ervice, together with feveral other,
papers tending to fiew the expediency, as well as the
pradticability of that imporant meafure, if a propér
encouragement is afforded to i His Lordfhip has
likewife informed me that 'you have bzen farnifhed |

+

“with.copies of the fame papers,and has direfled meto

confer with you on the fubjeét without delay, fo that
no time may be loft in carrying the bufinefs into exe?
cution. A

4 The fubject of tlus letter therefore is to draw your |,
attention to fuch parts of Lord Melville’s letter, as tend
to recommend the forming a complete naval eftablifh-
ment on Prince of Wales’s Ifland, which fhall not
only be confidered asa yard for building fhips, but fhall
alfo contain Docks and Storehoufes fufficient for the
repairing and refiving of his Majefty’s fquadron {tativa-
ed in thofe feas, swhznever it may be found mare con-
venient tha proceeding for that purpofe to, Bombag.

¢ Asthe propofal which is now fubmitted to your con-
fideration, is not meant to infringe, in any degree, on
the Rights of the Eaft Indja Company, no officers of
Government are intended 16 be placed on this eftablith-
ment, leit it might create any clathing of. fepaiate in-
terelts. Oa that account, therefore, I fubmit 1o you, Sir,
who are lo good 2 judge of naval matters, how very im-
yonam itis that the Governor or Superintendant fhould
e a perfon avell verfed in'naval points, and one who might
be depended upon to forward the views of Government to
the utmafl of his poaver, and fhould you be of the fame
apinion, fuch an appointment swould fupercede. the n::;ifr
of having a Commiffianér of the N avwy on the [pot, w.:f:j:
under otber circumflances, could not bz difpenfed cvith,

¢ The ifland, Ponte Guica, in the harbour of
Prince of Wales’s Ifiand, appears to be the maft pro-
per fpot on which 1o place the Naval Dock Yard, from
riany local advantages it poflefes, and particularly from
its being ealily fortifizd from any fudden auack of an
enemy, Whenever, thercfore, 1 aminformed that you
and the Court of Direftors have decided that this na-
val eltablifhment fhall ke place, I fhall molt readily
afford you any afliltance in my power towards its {ubor-
dinste arranpements.”” ) .

Under thefe inftru@ions it is underftood to be in
the contemplation:af the Court of Direftors te appoint

Captain Philip Dundas, Nephew to Lord
Melville, Guverror, witha fulary of {pér

aunumy - Q000
Secreiary - - - 2200
Afliftant - 1500
Accounrant o - 20C0
Alfliflane - - 1500
15000
Mr.  Oliphant, a nesr relation to Lady
Melvilie, Firlt in Couucil, ana Ware.
h e :0h= 11, sl a Y, L
upon the Sules of Company's Gonds of
3 per Cont, and his incedg;ine luding
cormitfion, not to be lefs than = 4§
Afiltant, a Comm iz of 2 per Cent. and a
his [ncome, not fefs chan - = 1500 '
e —_— Geeo
Captain Alexander Gray, Second in Coun-
cil, Superintendant, and Maval and M=
litary Storckesper, to be allowed =
Commilfion upon the Sale of Stores, and
his lngume, including Commillion, not
to be lcfs than - - 4%eo
Aflitunt, a Commiffion of 2 per Cent.
and his lucome, not lefs than -  Ijo0
— 6eoco
Captain Norman Macalifter, Adjntan: of
the Dover Volunteers, and Military Af-
fittant to Mr. Pite, Commander in Chief and
“hird in Council - - 4500
Alds-de-Cump, Brigade Major, Fore Adjutant, &e.
not yet fixed.
Chaplain, the Spiritoal Guide of the Deputy
Chairman - - £t - 1620
Maiter Atesndant - - 900
Collector of Cultoms - = . Bjo0
Surgeon - - - 1500
Aftitant - - 750
—_— 2250
Ten'Writers, 360l. each .- - 3boo
41,450

The following Officers are alfo ftated 10 be neceflary,

but their falaries have not yet been fixed s
JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENT.,
Mayor and Aldermen,
Clerk of the Crown.
Sheriff,
Juitices of the Peace.
POLICE RSTABLIEHMENT.
“I'liree Captains with Affitants,
Other Olnicers of Police.
Proveit.
f the Market.
I'raniflator, witha falary to be fixed by the Gevernment

Such isthe {cheme for the Civil Governnient of an

. Iflaad, containing a fuperficies of 160 fquare miles, of

which one-third is fufceptible of cultivation, and one.
fixteenth aftually cultivated. The annual coll ex-
ceeds 50,0c0l.  The military charges will* amount to
a like fum. The expence of fortifications very far in-
ferior to thofe now propofed, was in the year 1795, efti-
mated at go,oo0l. and together with docks and ether
buildings canr:ot be completed at lefs than 200,000l
and all ‘this at a crifis, when the exigency of the.
Company’s affairs precluded the Board of Centroul from
coneurring with the unanimous relolution of the Direc-
tors and Proprietors, to defray the Income Tax, amount-
ing to 35,000l. fiom the Company’s funds.




