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LTI D HALL~—AL this Justice-room {'esterda}', Martin, & ¢ity
officer, brought in a fine-looking young fellow, a Lascar, but in dress,
general appearance, and manners, very different from those unsually
met in the public streets, whom he had taken into a sort of friendly
custody {for the man had most willingly consented to come with him
and meet the yuestion at 1ssue) by desire of Captain Bryden, com-

~mander of the East India country ship the Charles Forbes, con-
signed to the respectable house of Inglts, Forbes, and Co., Mansion-
house-place, and now lying at Gravesﬂnd’, outward bound, and to sail
on Thursday.

' Captain Bryden stated, that he had brought the man from Bom-

 bay as & sailor, with upwards of ninety others, and was under bond

o earry him back again, “T'he wholeof his crew were now on board,
with theexeeption of four, one of whom was the prisoner, and who

trefused to return.  If he remained behind, not only would he (the

| Captainy be liable for the amount ot his bond, but the prisuner would

-nodoubt be tound wandering about the streets friendless ; and when

- 50 tound, the owners would be compelled to send him back a passen-

| ger in some other ship, at their expense.  The prisoner, he thought,

' was aware of this, and preferred Dbeing sent back as a passenger,
than to work his way home a5 a sailor, in the ship which brought
him out.

| The Lascar. who, it was evident, understcod the English language,

Lamt indeed pronounced it most extravrdinarily well, though greatly

| at a loss for words to convey his ideas, seemed clearly to comprehend

| the statement made by his Captain ; and on befng asked by the Ma-

| gistrate, Alderman T HoMAs 3M1TI, what objection he {;mi L e

tarning with the ship, said that the sitnation did not suit him. He

{ wanted a situation here to teach the young gentlemen the language.

' When it was represented to him that he had engaged himselt az a

| sailor for the vovape here and back, and that bis cxptain was under

| bond to take him home again, be asked, with his hands spread,
| and a shrug of the shioulders that  would have graced an objection

‘urged by a Frenchman, ** But how, your Lordships, can be be

Chound ¥ 1 will go back, but not inthat ship.  The sitvation don’t

S suit.”

Thenan, 1t seems, was by nomeans a good sailor, end it was be-
Heved, as he had been in the country before so far back as the year
1814, was aware of the sanctity of our soil 3 apd liaving no means of
ft:t!irlg to England to prosecute his scheme of obtainiug a livelihood
rere by teaching the Malay language, he had engaged himself as o
sailor, with intent to leave the ship on its arrival, conscious that the
captatii could not compel hin 10 return.

Mr. Payne, the mgistrate’s cletk, observed, that, called upon
thus o o suwlden, he was aware of no law directly applicable to
the circumstance but the deeision in the fumous case of Somerset, the
negro, by which the man was protected as any Brirish subject, and
could not be comrpelled by law to return against his own consent.
"The bond his captain had entered into was certainly in no way bind-
ing upot the man, however he might merally be tumndﬁ to perform
the engagement he had entered into: and inyuired of Captain Bry.
den if the man had signed &ui' written articies of engageinent ¥

(aptain Bryden replied, that it was not the practice to bind the
Liascars ; that the man had merely engaged with him as a sailor for
the voyage from Bowbay to England, and back.

“Mr. Payvnhe asked—Was Captain Bryden aware of any statate or
law by which thiy deseription of persons could be compelled to re-
turn with their ships ¥ )

The Captain said he certainly was not, and had acted in the case
by the advice of the owners, who were pecuniarily answerable for
the man’s return. :

While this consultatiors was going on, the Lascar, who was listen- |
ing with grear attention, and seemed perfectly to understand the
whole of it, perceiving iis favourable tendency towards the comple.
tion of his wishes, at each successive answer that Mr. Payne’s
questions elicited, mildly lifted up his eyes 10 Heaven, 35 if in fer- |
vent mental ejacuiatinn s and when Mr. Payne ultimateiy suggested
to the Magistrate, that in his opinion there were no grounds o war.
rant the deiaining bin, and be was in consequence told hemight go
at lihertv. he howeil verv rasnectfnllv. and retived from the bar. I




