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Arrains or Quenan. —The only dark spot
in_the anvals of the British government iy
the Straits of Malacea, in its relations wiily
the susrounding states, las been stamped
on them by oar conduct in regard to Que-
dab.  With this single exception the course
of our policy towards the f\lalayau States,
since the first establishment of our auiho-
vity in DPuince of Wales Tsland, has been
uniformly generous and liberal. 1t is wor-
thy of wote, too; that even in the case of
Quodal to none of the Strait’s Admimnistra-
tions is the conduct which we deprecate in
auy oune particular imputable.~ [t was the
work of Lord Amncrst's chosen ambassa-
dor to the king of Stam to transfer Que-
dahi  to the aibitrary domination of that
power, in the face of a treaty between
our government and its reigning prince,
in  which its independenceé was recog-
msed in the most solemn manner. Mr.
Furrarrox, during whose administration it
veenired, condemuned the transaction in the
strongest language,—and in all probability
remon-trated with the Bengal government
against an act of such flagrant injustice, which
had wot one single political ‘reco nmenda-
tisn of any kind to redeem it from the general
execruiion with which it was always men-
tivned,  In those €T plsory  uhinns of
stale with state, dissimilar in language, la-
vits aud insiicdtions —the one weak und the
other powert -' —which have sa often hoan made
tie oo rouch of the far fanerd Haly " Alliance,
there i nothive "4 its kind wore rucuiently
despouc, e e annexatio vy Biitish
power of Quecah o Siam. Had it taken
place in Europe, it would ho doubt have
awakened tie ~.me indi-naot eloquence
which was lanached in 113 iritisu Senate
against e Dbetray rs of urga.  But its
very name and existeuce us a siate are there in
all probability alike unkaown, and the voices
of the humbe advocates of iwscause in this
pait of the world are too weak to  poll
across the Atlantie.”

Within the last eight years the present is the
second insurrection that has broken out amony
the Quedans for the recovery of their jnde-
pendence and, as oa the former occasion, a
British  ship of war, to which we suppose
the steamer will shortly be added, 15 at
present engaged in blockading the coast
of the devoted territory, conformably it is
pretended to the provisions of Captain Bug-
NEY's treaty with ¢ the magnificent king” ;
whieh stipulates that we are *“not to permit the
former governor of Quedah, or any of his
followers to attack, disturb or in any man-
ner injure the territory cf Quedah.” Tie
. Supreme government in its avidity to com-
ply with these requisitions of the treaty goes
at once to war with Quedah; & the blustering
precipitancy  with wihich it thus proceeds
1 to quell  the efforts of the hamble
and dispised foe of an ally, presents cer-
tainly a somewhat singular contrast with
the measured progress of its advance to
~vepel the aggressions or resent the insults
" of the more formidable Tharrawaddy. It
18 possible, indeed, that the same ignorant
apprehensions of a union of the Bur-

mese and Siamese, in the event of a war
with Ava, which it is understood led to Cap-
tin BurNeEY's embassy and treaty, may
. botat the present moment be without their
induence in bastening measures against Que-
dah 10 keep the Siamese in good hamour witia
us*  The government of Bengal may rest
assused that the Siamese hold us too much
o awe ever to dream of an alliipce with
AVa agaiust us, even should we deprive them
o Quedali, and supposing that the well known
jealousies and lisiing antipatines of the two
nations veadered such a junction at all ‘pro-
bable-—and w: feel eonlident tuat it would
require nothing moie than an earnest re.
moastrance with their governient to induce
them to part with Qiedali ou terms which
would for the future secure the undisturbed
u-.mquillity of that province, and relieve it
[iom the state of odious oppression under whicl
it labours. It is inconceivable to us how
the supreme government instead of at once
directing summary measures agaionst the Que-
dans for. endeavouring to throw off a yoke

wlaeh they detest, and to which we bore so -

large a share in subjecting them, should
wever think of having recourse to measures
of amore permanent and a more pacific tenden-
cy than a blockade of the Quedah Coast every
seven or eight years, for it caunot be sup,
that the dispersion of the insurgent force which
now holds possession of the provinee will pre-
vent future and oft repeated attempts of the
same kind.

There is no presumption more tothe discre-
dit of.the British government in India than
that it does not possess the means of settling

the affuirs of Quedah save by the use of
wrms, and every motive of policy as well
#s of humanity calls for the exercise of othey
means,  Under the policy we at present
pursue in regard to i, that province must
continue in the most unsettled and desolate
coudition, a set of tyrannical masters and fierce
bands of insurgentsalternately succeeding each
ether in wuthority. Under the former, the in-
dustry of the inhabitants can never thrive, and
the latter as soon as they get possession,
make plunder and devastation  their chief |
business that the enemy may find nothing
left should they in their tutn prove victorious—
while that taste for predatory pursuits which
characterises in some measare all Malays,
is sure to attract adventurers from the neigh-
bouring coasts to a scene so well fitted for
their operations, and thus become the means
of extending and reviviug labits  which
we have of late been taking some pains to

| extinguish, In short, if Quedali is to he con-
tnued a province of Siam, we must look to

its b?in the rallying int_not only of
:bh:ndu‘ ected natives of m Iﬂr'll.ory-—yalld

e who sympathise in their feclings of
enmity to Siam, but for all the desparadoes
of the eoasts of Peninsula, from one end
to the other, as well as from the Eastern
Coast of Sumatra. Events prove that this
s not Jikely to be less the case when the
present ex-king dies, which in the ordi ary
course of nature must shortly happen —an'!
It must be remembered that with respect to
his heirs or successors we shall be withont
the pretext of any treaty to compel them to
fix their residence where our government
may appoint, or to drag them by force of arma
from one of their own choice. There is no
provision of the Treaty of 1825 which extends
beyond the life of the ex king—* the former
governor of Qnedah,” as he is there styled,

althouzh we treated with his immediate pre-
decessor for the cession of Penang, as « his
majesty of Purlis and Quedah,” and on his
own accession recoznised his right to the
same titles and dignities—nor is there any
stipulation which binds the British govern-
ment ‘‘ not to permit” his successors from
endeavouring to regain their independence,
Unless therefore our government is prepared
to consummate its former perfidy to the king
of Quedah by some fresh act of injustice to
his descendants, there is, in this view of the
case, an a’lditional motive for causing the in-
dependeace of Quedah to be recognised by Siam,
o that power its possession can be an object
of no real value, and the recognition of its
independence can bring no loss of re-
venue—which under their barbarous rule,
and the expeaces of maintaininz some fo ree
for the protection of the provinece, never we
suppose amounted to the value of the bungu-
mas or goll flower which ‘was tle “only
mark of homage or falty ever before exe
acted from its former s overeigns by the king
of Siam, bat which was no more a sym hol
of national dependency, than the 5 ual
offering of a similar kind  which *hd
king of Siam himself makes to the T ajervor
of China. Let it be the obi~ct o onr govern-
meat to incline the king of Siam t> neace,
instead  of setting  him the example of being
the first to moveé in a question in wiich he
is himself the principal—aund to induce hini
to exchange the barren advantages accruing
from the possession of Quedali, for the not
more empty privilege of annually receiving
a gold flower in token of his being the ** mag-
nificent king.” His coffers we should think are
much more likely to be filled even by that
alternative, than by persisting in his present
course aguinst Quedah,
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'ltisntherudn.nlnﬁctthunnao(thnﬁrumd
chief causes of the Siamese pretensions to the arbitra.

ry dominion over Gh;;dahn.diori;imul;l.:n o;lu latter
state being suspected of sending suppli Provisign
to the-Burmans when at war with. Siam. .



