CURRBBIPLIIDEXTCS.
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS.

ToO THE EDITOR OF THE SINGAPORE CHRONICLWY .

SIR

"In allusion to your remarks on my commugica-
tion of the 24th ultimo, | have only to obscerve, that
reflections vn the private motives of those who at empt
to originate public improvements, are (besides not be-
mg very weli caleulated to induce them 1o come for-
ward) quite irrelevant, as far as the public is concern-
ed. 1t s well known that almost ali improvements in
agriculture, navigation, chemistry, machinery, and
every other source of national wealth, have sprang
from exertions made by mdividuals in the pursat ot
private advantage ; and it may be presamed without
disparagement, that even the trounvies and anxieties
in-eparable from your situation as Editor, are in sowe
degree alleviated by the same poweriul stimulant.
Whaatever the motives may be, which have induced
mea to write on the sabject of public improvements,
you may believe me, that a wish to hurt your personal
feelings is not among them ; and I now avail mysell
of your ebliging offer of a place in your columas, for
the inscrtion of a few observations on the condition
@ the poorer classes of the people, and on the effects
taat a continaation of similar improvements to those
noticed in my last, may be expecied to have upon
them.

The British government has now been esggblished
here for nearly twelve years, yet the Malays, who are
nominally protected by it, are still as wretchedly bar-
barous as they were previous to its introduction. This
is in some degree owing to the circumstance of the

i Sultan and Tumungung having, at the founding of the
. sctilement, obtained ceriain small grants of land for
ithe use of themselves and their followers ; but the
i principal cause is, that thse Catefs and their favorites
'Iu-e, through the extreme ignorance of the people, and
!the absence of any general interference oa the part
j of Government, snabled to exert nearly the same Jdes-
potic inBaence which maie a wilderness of the island
Pwhilst it was in their possession, and which will,as long
as it is allowed to lasi, be a considerable source of an-
‘noyance to every class of natives; and as far as theMa-
" lays are concerned, it will  preclude all chance of iin-
provemeunt. If any of those poor peopie culiivate a lot
of ground.ss soon as it becowes productive it is sure 1o
be clanned by some retainer of the native Chiefs, npon
the pretext of his having caused it to be cleared at
some former period, or on any other pretence that
suits his purpose. Neither” party has any docament
to preve hes right, but the oppressor has an ample
command of witnesses ready to prove any thing he
pleases, v hilst the ingured pariy wo dd find 1t diiealt
, to procure any one who would veanture to incur e
" dangereus ennuty of an lnchi, by giving evideace in
* his favor. The resalt of this is; that the pretended
¢ proprietor may extort what he pleases, and as he is
- almost always & ncedy, disipated duler, whose neces.
sities oblige him to grasp all he can get, there can be
little left for the encouragement of industry on the
part of the cultivator : consequently, W lage, amons
these people, is altogether neglected, or at feast con.
ducted in a slovenly and uoprofitable manncr. The
same sy‘en prevails along the sea-shore 5 each 4 hing
village has its Inchi ordts Hadji, who calls the piace
his own, and a-sumes the privilege of levying contri.
butions un the labor of the people, who, as long as this
degrading oppression is allowed to exist, cannot, in
H ; |
puint of fact, be considered to be emancipated from
| the shackles of their former government. 1t may be
|said that all this is owing 1o their wilful blindaec.
that they could be free if they desired to be so - but’.
allowances ought to be made f.r their gross ignor‘am:e
arising from the debasement of mind, which is g natu:
ral consequence of slavery,

particularly as it
acknowledged that the Malays have, a e :::;tb?;
few opportunities of acqiiring any useful information

From the facility with which every kind of | is
| performed by the Chinese, no other class of p;_-:‘::]': 1:
‘ much employed by the mercantile community, a pre
LI'erem:e being naturally given to the ready 5(-;-‘-1':,!.‘ “E-
| men who have been tl‘l“‘ﬁ '_{Il:h:)r_ Thus the -\iula
inhabitants are exclude? from almost the ouly ime:
course through which a knowledge of the benefits am-n-
dant ou industry and independence conld haye feaclmi
them. The same cause has also the effect of preventin
Europeans generally frofa being able 1o form a 'u.f_
estimate of their character, and it is too much “mJ ry
shion, (considering the d‘(unl\'ama -

.y .
they labor) to think unfavorably ofglhﬂl:ldel'l is'el:r.':;‘
ent that they posscss physcal strength at least equai
io that of some of the le in the best cultivated
provinces in India, aud aiter{a long residence, durip
which 1 have had some favordhle opportunities of uhg
serving the habits of the peoplg under a variety of c'"-
| cumstances in both emmlri«:ﬁ 1 feel convinced lha;
| where the Malays are certain of reapiog the fruis ¢
their labor (which until the abowe-mentioned impedi
ments are removed, can rarely ha ppen, except when in;
the employ of Europeans) they a re equal 1 the inha
bitants of Western India in steludiness and decilits <
.ud ‘ h.vc SCeN thm rmll.ll't |'~N uml'lnucd f.f. ‘!lle’
with a degree of cheerful perseverfuice that wuuld‘ be
di?;:ult for any people to

nder these nrcunutanoel.nury any feasj
of im'ﬁ‘o'in{ the condition of this unﬁ,numttl e,::m
not unworthy the at:;'nuon of aG s A8
The alierations at Kampong will
the people to sce that Guvcrnnrmt doe::: :l:hb:
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keep them dependent on their Chiefs ; and, althuugh
the g:ircumstance of the local gathorities not at present
having the power to issue grants, is a source of some
mistrust and inconvenience, yet beneficial effects are
a_lready sufhiciently apparent, to shew that a continua-
tion of similar operations must tend materially to im-
prove the character of this class of the native pula-
tion. lodependent of the valuable range of houses
along the sca-beach, a good many comfortable cottages
bhave been erected, and a number of people are at pre-
sent employed in collecting materials for the purpose
of building others ; and the appearance of the place
forms a striking contrast with that which it presented
a few months ago, and also with the wretched appear-
ance of the other places near it, that have not yet un-
dergone any alteration. ‘The wide roads, ana regular
arranfement, have contributed to the security of pro-
perty, by bringing every house into view, and by des-
troying the means of concealment which afforded shel-
ter to those who live by preying on the community It
is 1o be regretted that itis not in the power of Go-
vernment to complete the improvements at Kampon
Glam, by making similar alterations on the It"“““z
occupied by the Sultan, which still remains covered
mith miserable hovels and dirty iotricate passages.
The Sultan and his favorites do not appear to think
that these changes are calenlated to promote their par-
ticalar beneiit, as they have applied to Government
for a piece of ground to be granted for the exclusive
use of their followers. This has hiihcrto bcet:,teﬁned,
Wad it is to be hoped it will not be granted| as it is
mercly an indircet way of obtaining pt'rmissiom
keep a number of people in slavery. The Chiefs
their retainers loox upon every mcasure which tends '
to confer security on the people as an infringement of '
their rights. Taey always look back to those times |
when life and property were -acrificed to their most |
wile wishes, and are sulll oo deeply imbued with the
vices and fally which usaally attena on despotism, to
Teave any hope of their ever becoming good members !
of any civilizel com nunity.  The salaries which they
receive enables them to maintain a number of the
m si worthless charvacters, whose example must always
have a peraicious intluence on the minds of the peo- :
ple. 1 they would avail themselves of that part of
their treaty with Government, which stipalates that |
they are th recerve 35,000 dollars in the event of their
leaving the British territories, the Settlemeat would
be benefited, for their departure must in every puint}
of view, be looked upon as a most favorable circum- !
slance.

Fae principle upon which the changes at Kampong.
Glam have been made; ars equally  applicable to Ba- !
gis Town, and L aprovements there could be carried
more completely ato e ety as the Bagis Rajah has |
no clarm waakever upoa Goverameat, aad the natural
advariagzes of 1ts sdatioor are mica saperior It 1
€tanus at the eatrance of twa rivers, on a tongae of ‘
land which ¢mtains an area suthciently spacions to
adant of being divided jats six handred good bailding
Iots 5 bat two or tarce head-mea assane a pooprielary
right to the ground, and the rest of the habitants, |
occupying about maety-five houses, are miseraibly
crowded upoa the bank of the inferior stream. Taus
five-sixths of the finest site which th- slaod adords
for a anative town, are wasted uader the authority of
the Chaiefs, which, by depriving the people of their
nataral nights, must have the effect, as long as it is
allwwed to last, of proventiog their advance beyond

the abject and degraded state i which we now see
them.

fa tne interior 2 mo ! rate raveonas system appears
15 be the casiost and st aataral way of promoting
the secarity of praperty.  Geaats, or leases, having
a smll gait-reaty, say one idth of a dollac per acre,
weuld have the effeci of giviagz ¢rnd leace to the peo.
ple, and the annual collecting woall bring thew saf-
ficiently under the superintendence of Government to
prevent them from being harassed by the frand and
eppression of their old masters. Ty render any mea-
sure of this kiad offective, alew good roads are neces- |
sary, for at preseat there is no access t, the fertile
pirts of the Island, except by eroked faot-paths,
(which even i dry weather are full of deep holes)
and by ling-winding creeks, navigable only at high
water. The greatest part of the land north-east of
the thwn, is covered with extensive arable marshes,
although it has been doscribed as consisting of sandy
plains unfit fie caltivation,a mistake=, probably, owing
to the dificulty of penetrating beyond the pathways
which generally ran on the top of narrow sand banks
at an elevation of a few feet avwe the level of the
marsh. Taese banks atfoed dry sitaations for roads
and cottages, and the gronad between them  possesses

every advantage that can be reguired to render the
cultivation of rice bith easy and profitable. It is
saificiently retentive; with just slope enough to ad-
mit of drainage, and there is no doliciency of water.
OF its productive qualities, the abuadant erops yield.
ed by the scattered patches now ual v caluvation,
give suificient proott.  Tae aggrezate gqaantity of rice,
sqlture now oceupies beiwern four ansd five hundred
acres, and the impedimeats above-meantioned, together
with 4 reasoaabie anoecheasion, taal ta: havy tax
authorized by existing regalations, will ultinately be
enforced, are the ouly assignable causes of its not, af.
ter such a lipse of tuney haviag exteaded over as
many thousads,

The cultivators of rize ar: princigillv Malays and
Bugis; but during the last year son:RKlings bave com-
menced. TheChinese, since the gamiier ceased to pay,
do not appear to have tried to rear any thing bat gar.
den vegetables. The Bugis are better off than theMa
lays,fron the circumstance of their not having so many
great personages among them, still they are burthen.
ed with a fow 3 but a proper regalation of their head.
quarters, upon the principle adopted at Kampong.
Glam, would svon deprive them of all undue
authority.  The observations relative to native
Chicfs are inapplicable to either Klings or Chi.
nese, but they suffer in common with others, all the
inconveniences arising from the waut of a legal titl
to the land; and,owing to the absence of public roads
are unavoidably involved in quarrels on account o
passing through each others gardens. A road run
ning in an easterly direction across the rivers Kalung
and Gellang would be the most useful to begin with
The outlay required for two good bridges would by
ouly one thousand dollars; all the rest of the worl
conld be done by convicts, about two hundred an
fifty of whom, would, in three or fonr months, make |
g od road over the two rivers, and such small path
vi the other side as would be wanted in the first in
stance, This method of proceeding, it is presumer
would in every way facilitate the occupation of th

land, and render the judicial superintendence of |
casy and effective. Individual rights could be pre
properly ascertained and and the peopl

would have a fair chance of making those advance

towards eivilization,which are always expected to tal

place under a wise and eguitable goverament.
Your's,

MERCATOR.
Kamp ong-Glam, 4th Feb. 1831.




