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MR. DALTON’S

Tournal from Singapore to Coti, Borneo

On the 3rd October 1827, I left Singapore afler
L residence, in that Settlement of 27 months, and
went on board a smali prow belonging to the Sul-
tan of Coti, and bound to that place.

CoTti lies to the 8. E. of Borneo in Lat. 1. 30.
8. and Long. 123. E. Few Europeans had hither-
to traded so far eastward on this island; the last
European (Major Mulien of the Dutch ser vice) was
murdered by the natives about two years since,
Misfortunes having long pressed me hard, T was
deternunedl to leave for « time the society of Eu.
ropeans altogether, and strike intoa path hitherto
untrodden ia hopes ot either procuring for myself
+ comfortable independence during the remainder
of my life in Eagland, or of losing a life, the mis-
ortunes in which had for many years prepondera-
ted over the good,  Knowing 1 should have plenty
of vacant time, I proposed filling it up in writiag
v diary, or journal of my proceedings counsidering
that o visiting a sirauge .ountry, I might have
matters to relate somewhat new and entertaining.,
However, should it be otherwise, my purpose will
be served, as [ write for my own amusement, and
| waste paper this will do as will as the best.

l Previous tomy departure from Singapore, 1 ob-
| tained a very favorable letter from the Sultanof
that island to the Saltan of Coti, who also gave
order to the Anacodas, or Captains of the prows to
pay particalar attentionto me.  The Resident and
Assistant Resident likewise called the principal
natives, »nd told them in my presence that should
any misfortune occur to me, the Coti and Bugis
prows, with their cargoes would be confiscated
. and themselves hanged. These threats, altho’ emp-
ty, did uot appear so to them, so that in reality my
danger was not so great as otherwise it appeared
" to be, and as most of the people of Singapore re-
' presented,
The prow was burden 15 Covans, or 30 tons ;
had 40 people on board, which with the naumber
| on deck rendered a walk of two vards impossible.
We should have sailed in a fleet of 20 prows, bat
most of them had the start of ns, and others were
not ready, so we were only five in company. Hay-
ing some previous knowledge of these vessels, T was
not surprised to find there were neither chart nor
compass, on board. Few persons would like to
trust themselves in one of these crazy tubs during
arun of 900 or 1000 leagues, withont a nauticil
wstrument of any kind. "Tis true they usualiy
run along the coasts, but nevertheless are -i'rt'q 1ent~
!\- three weeks or a month without seeing land,
They are often lost, but the principal danger arises
from the numerous pirates that infest the numerons
islands in this part of the worl I. These maran.
ders, particalarly those fbm the island of Lingin
(an island laying near the Straits of Banca,) res.
| pect nn‘thm,f.:; every vesselis fair game with them -

their first object is the plander on board ; u,é
(second  the prisoners, whom they sell at various

places, at Ingh prices. Lingin has always been

knnw_'u as the principal hold of the most .des;;er.
ate pirates, and it is surprising the European powers
. do not at once crush their strength, as the habi.
tants are few and cowardly, and the country inca-
. pable of defence, 'This island has been twice
tal_mn by th= Datch, who laid waste the country
with fire and sword, but the unwholesomeness of
the climate caused them to leave it, The lagg-{im
the Dutch paid them a visit in 1776, the Sult: n
and his family fled to the main land "but q:)()n :"
turned, and his grandson now gow_;rns the 1 o
. place
carrying on the game of robbery with great sn(‘.
cess. Malayan and Bugis vrows aré the favorite
- objects; Enropean vessels they seldom attack wn.
less stranded on their coast, or in some great d":
tress. The British flag is the most respected 1h:;
, ot only being aware of its influence, but from th
carcumstance of having made many unf‘nrtum:e
. mistakes regarding it, particularly one in m.me
(when five large prows, mistaking, on a very hazy
f . z
.morning, an English sloop of war for an Ar, b y
tacked her. The consequence was in Ie-:; 'that‘
five minutes four of the five were sunk each h -,

Ing received one broadside only, The fifth oot
,under the land, by hel . got
i » bY help of her oars, The

had 6 guns each and 170 men t g

were. picked by > ot o Of Whom

re. pic up by the sloop, hut killed whi
swimming in the water by gra e¢ whilst
pe shot, and muske.

try. This circumstance makes 1
y British flag with great caution, hem approach the

I have already mentioned that
pll'ow. there was not room to walk
place wast 7 feet by 3, and in height 9 f, inc
5o that in no part could sil‘.gl)‘p ﬁ;&tm{\;l‘:&:;
roofed with rushes, (cadjans) leaving on one id
a small hole to creep through, e
In 4th, Under weigh with

€avy rain with squalls, 7th passe
setlt"lg:mﬁn: lon the island of Bi:nangd
t1s but little known to Europes igati
}umu:;lg these islands that excpllel‘::aasalz:vi.ﬁ::nl?e
\found on ?Ost of them, Very often vesscls have

|

on hoard the
My sleeping

fine wind. On the 61}

Rhioa Dutch

—

Jpitance,

been imthe gréafest distress when becalmed near
these islands for the want of this necessary article,
whil® the native prows at once send their boat on
shore, and get it without difficulty, © A man may
sail about this part of the world all his life and
know nothing of the matter, withont he takes one
trip in a prow. ‘These prows carry very little
wafer, when abont to sail from anv port ; they are
therefore obligegd to replenish frequently, and na.
turally prefer the 1slands to Rhio on account of the
detention and expense of the Luter place,  There

1
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|
‘
1
1
:
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is a spring of excellent water o1 a small istand off

Rhio, which T am inclined to think the Dutch
themselves are not aware of notwithstanding they
are <o close, '
nearly south, from the Resident’s honse, in the
centre of a small island abont 7 miles from it. The

This spring will be found to bear

place cannot be mistaken as the e are but three

islands within that distawece, and this is the mid
dle one.  On approoching, an aperture or cleft
i the jungle isseen, and there is the water: but
should trovble occur v findin ¢ the exne® s]’mt_ it
will be better for the boat to puil round ihe island
the circumference being about 2 miles, and in so
doing the labor mav probably be comnensated by
turning over a few turtie, wh.¢h are frequent’y
scen on the heach,

On the morning ofthe 84, fannd ourselves elose
in with the awland of Linam, the much dreaded

place of pirates, A dead'valm, and the current set.

ting towards the shore drave the prow within mus.
ket shot of it, much nearer thin any of us wished
to be. At this time there was a square rigged
vessel within five miles of us; whether this eir.
cumstance deterred them from coming ont, or they
did not think us worth the trouble of taking, I can.
not suy=~however we possed unmolested, wnid at
10 A. M. a smart breeze enabled us to get quickly
out of their reach. l

from Rhio, bound to Bitavia. It was well the pi-
rates offered no symptom of annovance, as ths
pariah vessel neither conld or wonld have assisted
us.  Althongh the Arahs are undoubtedly looked
upon by the people of the East as the most fa-
vored of all nations, being the immediate descen-
Jants of M thomet, vet of all other peaple they are
the least iked by Europeéans, and 1 have heard
many persons of consequence say, (who have th m.

selves been pirates) that itis from the Arabs they ' the shore, They are all surrounded with
get their intelligence and advice how to act, They  sunken rocks, amon

are the most impndent, dirty race in Asia, and for | size continually
cunning avd rosuery mav be matched against the | kind of fis y
sircars and Dabashes of Caleatta  anid M:ulr;m.‘ qnite

They are partial toEnropeay vessels, knowing thewr
superiority, but cannos themeselves navigte them -
therefore thev cet same nnfartnnate or discarded
officeis for the pnrpose giving them a miserable
These poor fel'ln vs are looked npon hy
thewr masters as {‘"{T‘i, an troated little ll!"“(‘?. I
never knew an Earopen go twice in the same
vessel, the treatment received on hoard, tozether
with the scanty nav, (id ess, when thev get any
prevent a second vovare, This condunet i the
Arabs does not alwavs pass with impmity, as |
xnow several instances when Enroprans have por.
posely lost the vessel as some satisfaction for the
wrongs received, a~d as none ofthem ensuve, the
loss must he great « n such occasiins,

The ship we spoke was commanded by an Eng-

Nishman, rthe anly Emopean on board) and she

belonged 1o S id Hoosen, who was formerly well
Known at Paccalongan in Java,

Atten P. M. a strong breeze sprung nup which
to my astonishment sent onr frail back forward at
the rate of 8 knots an honr. By day light the next
mornine, we had run the Arab vessel out of sight.

9th. Very heavy rain, which completely deenche
ed us all ;' it continned until the evening of the
10th, then ceased for an hoar when it returned
and continned 12 heurs. Heavier rain I never saw,
On the evening of the th ealm, and all hands
fishing—*he tack'e of these people is of a very
superior quality ; they have a method of preparing
the cotton, and after the lines are spun thev rub
them well with gum, taken from the tree Allak.,
They are as strong and loeck as well as gymph
The hooks are inferior, boing made of brass, well
hardened by beative. Some excellent fich me
canght ; one npon which T dined was abont the
size and httle i ferior mfavanr to the silmon, The
continved rain and chilly nicits hed mach ent op
the peojle. There were anly three persons on hoard
who we e free frorn ealds, viz, mvse'f, Mr. Kechsler,
who accombpanted me: and the I¥jragon, or com-
mander.  Doaring the heavy rmin, a eloss of grog
was of mnch service.  Aboni this tim=, T hegan to
find out the character of t ¢ people with me
there were several Bugis posseneaers, men of pro.
perty wha had frequently asked of me, varions ar.
ticles which 1 vever refosed, it being both mv in.
clinaticn and interost to keeps friends with all,. This

In the afternoon spoke the |
square rvigeed vessel; she proved tobean Arih

l like a fow, and teeth

largest was eleven fee board
J said this pes SN e yeoglery
On the 1
quite at
'ure inthe countiy with which they are not inti-
mately acquainted. '
or Captain was det
brandy, and stealing some bo'tles,

dav I was refused a piece of fish by one of the
Bugis, altho' thev had plwy on bhoard, Tnow
locked np mv v elicine chest, and wonld no Inger
he doctor,  Several of them came to me in a hody
begging my ass'stance in L arions wavs, bat T plaio.
iv told them I wounld rather see them die than live.

The Bugis and Malays are in_manner and disposi.

ton very different; from the highest to the lowest
ihey are beggars, (the Bngis; who wili ask for
cvery thing t-.ey ace, & aliho' abounding n riches
will take the shirt off vour back ifthey ean get it,
but the most tritting article in return they instant,
Iy refuse, and after snch refusal. will immediately
return to the charge of cs”.ing for so e "in - The)
are most treacherouns, and will steal any thing s
that a person cannot be too much npon his guard
They have the « har ‘cter o being mi chi sujp erior t«
the Malays in point of courages; m this there may
be some trath but the Malay will in every respec
be found # snperior character, ) ‘

Throughont the 11th torrents of rain with mucl
wind ; it wos so dark we conld not see 30 yard
any wav. This was rather perplexing, as by m
calculation we conld not be far from the S.!E
point of Borneo ; however, our cr-nmmandc'r‘du
not give mmself much trouble, but in the evemn,
took in sail and employed himself in fishing al
night with mach saccess, 1 pnrclm.eed seven fisl
for half a guwil ter, a shilling) each as larg: as
almon, and almost as delicions,  This ﬁ_sh th
caleub, ealled by us the rock cod is canght in deey
water, not less than 30 fathoms. ‘They are cangh
i most parts of these sevs, particularly off th
const of Java ; however 1 do not recollect setiny
any of this particular kind either at Penang, Ma
lacen or Singapore. The people at these settle
ments are too lazy to fish in deep water, contenting
themselves with what swims upon the. surface
fndeed it is provrrbi-al thronghout Tudia that "l_l
fishermen in every English settlement get thei
money much too easy,

On the morning of the 13th !ﬂlk‘d ast numer
ousislands flanking the 8, E, pont f\f rneo. A
ngom, we were well in wi.h the mainland off Ban

jermassin.  The appearance of the coast s will
and monntainous 3 none of the islands are inhabi
ted, or indeed seldom visited, even by pirates, o

account of the difficulty and danger approachin,

sharp
gst which sharks of the largest
'v play. There are several other
h evidently different from the shark, but
as raveaous. We canght two with heads
of an amazing length. ‘The

aliar Kind is not caught elsewhere,
5th close 1 with the main land. ‘TheBagis
home, as there is not a point or a single fea-

This morning the Djragon
ected breaking open a case of
On being tax-

e with the theft, he got into a violent rage and

thr_oatoned to murder Mr, Hecksler and myself,
This however was treated with ‘

such contemp

that all the people burst into a loud laugh ; how-
ever knowing the vindictive character of the man,

U set people to watch him, lest some attempt might
he made when we were asleep awaker

fear anv attempt ; we were well armed, with ma-
ny of the best peaple in our favor, and in case of
disturbance our
Djragon, with one or two others of the most for-
ward, which would have ensured quietness very
soon. In such cases as this, if an European hesi-
tates, he is lost,

little or no law on the subject ; therefore it is al-

did not

determination was to shoot the

In all the Bornean states there is

wavs best to begin—shoot two or three, the re.
mainder will submit instantly; if this is not done,
the European life is worth nothing. Let no man
ccontent himeelf with merely woundmg a Bugis ;
|after receiving the slightest hart, he will follow

]

through the world, the person who inflicted it, |
and never give over until his object of murder
18 accomplished.
me, but should 1 be attacked openly by these
wretches I make little donbt of tuking a few ofthem
out of the world with me.”

God knows what may occur to

To be concluded in our next,
g P




