Singapore Chronicle and Commercial Register, 10 March 1831, Page 2

from the Rajah Mudah, or viceroy of Rhio, (ex-
i (ecutive gover

Cway; and having had commuuication  with the
- "Toomoongong, or Malay chief, who had establish-

e ———————

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SINGAPORE.

To THE EDITOR OF THE ASIATIC JOURNAL-
Sik: The widow of Sir 'l Stamford Ratile:

having claimed the sole and exelisive merit for he,

hushand of having established the new and thriv-

led upon te endeavour to prove tothe world that |

~Colonel Bannerman (then governor of Penaug

- that time discussed between us respecting the
./ most advantageous site for the projected settle-

'| gible situation.
| thought that the old Malay settlement of J; 3
| upon the peninsula, would be likely to offer @Peat-

; ed’
.thore ; but 1 suggested to Sir Stamford, that it

ing settlement of Singapore, I consider myself cal-

had at least a large share in forming that estab-
lishment, having recommended to Government, as
far back as the year 1816, the formation of some
new settlement in the Straits of Malacca to the
eastward of that town, and laying immediately in
the tract of our Indiamen and other ships engaged
in the China and eastern trade ; and having. when
commanding at Malacca (previous to any treaty
being forwarded by the Rajah of Johore with the
Netherlands  government) obtaived permission

r of all the Juhore dominions) to
survey the Carimons Islands i the Straits, for th
express purpose of forming a new settlement, o
delivering up Malacea to the Datch. Sir Stam‘ord
Raffles happening to'be preseat at Calcuita whe:

1aid the project of forming a new settiement in the
Straits of Malacca beiore the Supreme Govern-
ment ; and Sir Stamford being then about to pro.
ceed as one of the commissioners to Acheen, had
influence enough with Eord Hastings to get the
Sapreme Government to appoint lim to see the
unew settlement formed ; at the same time he was
entrusted with a complimentary letter to me, hop-
ing that circuamstances would admit of my ac-
companying him, in order to assume the vovera-
ment of the new establishment, at least during its|
infancy. This letter Sir Stamford was himselfl
the bearer of, I met with him at Penaug, when
so far on my way home, and the guestion was at/

ment. The Carimon Islands appeared to me, from
their situation in the direct tract of all ships pas-
sing up and down the Straits, to be the most eli.
Sir Stamford, ow the other hand,

er advantages. However, the Carimons were the
first place we visited ; and finding that they did |
not afford such local advantages as were expect-
we proposed going on to view Jo.

might he advisible to stop at Singapore on our!

shed Iwmself there with four or five hundred for-
lowers, and finding the place would sait our pul-
pose better than what we had before seen, T pro-
ceeded on the following day to Rhio, for the pur-
pose of endeavouring to obtain permission from
the Viceroy to form a new settlement there in

ing petition from sach of the D ateh inhabitants as

bat that he had already been obliged to sign

treaty with the Dutch, by which he was restricted
from granting permission to any European power
to have a footing within any part of the territory
of Johore ; but as he had, p(rievious to the sa;d
treaty being signed, granted me permission (O
formya !!el:tlt:g:;m:m;g upon the Carimon ﬁands, heleft
us to the use of our own Jiscretion in establishing’
ourselves at Singapore. To tuis place I forthwith,
retmued ; aud, in conjunction, with Sir Stamford
Raflies, concluded and signed a treaty with th_e
native chief then present at Singapore ; the Bri-
én possessicn: of; ESir Stamford sailed the very
uexi day ou Lis return to Penang. Having stated
these circamstances I leave the public to judge
whether Lady Raffls can fairly claim for her
husband the sole and exelusive merit of having
formed the settlement of Siugapore, so as to ens.
title her to style it A/s settlement, o

With respect to Malacea, Lady Raffles, gives
Sir Stamford credit for having laid the inhabi.
tants uuder some particular obligation to him,
whilst there for the recovery of his health. Now !
[ happened to be in command of Malacca at the )
period alludel to ; and as Sir Stamford was at},
that time a guest of mine, it would, one may con-
clude, some way or other, hive been brought]
to my knowledge, if such an obligition had ac-|
tually existed. The truth is, that the Datch inha- |
bitants forwarded, through me, a petition to Go- |
vernment respecting the great hardship of their |
case, 1 being ordore | to quit Malacea; which
patition was recommended by me to the most fa-
vorable consideration of Government, in my letters
of the 6th and 7th Febeuary 1306, extracts of |
which are hereto aniexel.

« gth February 1908, The o der contained in
your letter of the 11th altimo, dyecting such of
the Duateh inhabitauts, as did not wis' to proceed
to Batavia on their paroles of houbdur, to holl |
themselves in rea liness 1o ramove at the shortest
notice to Prince of Wales's Island or Calcatta,
has been commaunicated to them, anl has cansed
the greatest consteraation and dismay throughout
the settlemont.”

“ 7th Febaary 1305, 1 now beg von will be
pleased to lay before the Brard the accompany-

4t_i'sh flag was formally hoisted, and the island tak-

are solicitous of continmng at Malacen, and [ take
the liberty to recommenl their general as well as
individual claims to the most favourable consi- |’
deration of Government ; and feel it my indis-
pensable duty to add my best testimony to their
peaceable and uniformly regnlar coudact during
the long period they have lived under the protec-
tion of the British flag.
(Signed) “ WiLLiaM FArQuuAR,
“ Capt. commanding at Malacea,”

place of the Carimon Islands, which, after some
difficulty, he so far acceded to astosay that, as
as far as he was concerned, as governor.of'the do-

minions of Juhore, he had ne kiud of objeetion,||

“To H. J. PEARrsoN, Esq,,
“ Soc. to Govt, of P, W, Island.”

with reference to the destruction of the fortifi-
citions at Malacea, I did every thing inmy pow-
er at the time to prevent that event taking place;
ont was ultimately obligel to comply, in couse-
quence of the very peremptory orders I received
flom Government, which were aceordingly camed‘
into effect in the year 18507. However, 1 took !
upon myself the respousibility of saving the church
and government-house, tosether with the princi-
pal public buildings, althongh, up to the time [
left Malacca, T never received the sanction of G . |
vernment for this measure ; so, without ansuming'
more merit than falls to my lot, I may fairly claim
my share in having been the hmmble means of
preserving Malacca to this day as a settlement.

During the period Sir Stamford was employe:l
it Malacea, as Loed Mio's agent, he obtained
from me all the information I was able to collect
rospecting the state of the isiaad of Java, with its
resources, defences, and military forces, which
formed a rather volummous report, regularly
signed, by me, and trausmitted to Ef’brd Minto, to-
zether with a general m ip of the island, through |
Sir Stamford Rafics. The British force judged |
sufficient for its conquest was also noticed, and
iroops actually employed corresponded with what
had thns been recommended, within avery iew
hundred men : to those official documents refer.
ence may be had at this day, if thought neces.
sarv.

I shall conclude this statement by mentioning,
that during the peiiod 1 was resident at Siug;-
pore, the Settlement increased more rapidly in
population and commercial importance (under]
numerons disadvautages) than perhaps ever be-'
fore took place i any other newly-formed estab. !
lishment. Numerous Chinese and other inhabi. |
tants of Malucea followed me to Singapore; and
upon my quitting if, in the latter end of 1823,
the number of addresses, accompanied by most '
honourable testimonials from the inhabitants, were

o —

|quite sufficient and highly gratifying proofs of
| heir feeling themselves happy under my rule,

and the regret they felt at my departore for this
country.

I am, Sir, &ec.
WM. Farquuar, Col. E. 1. C.




