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MORE ATROCIOUs PIRACIES!

We are at a loss whether we should
be more astounded at the savage bar..
barity of the lawless desperadoes who
hover about the entr e of our very har-
Loar, or at the apadhetical indillerence
(we weunld almost cull it eriminal,) of |
our Rulers, who though they hear, re-
peated reports, ofticially . of piracies com-
miitted on numerous native vessels tra-!
ding with this port, shut their ears and
eyes Lo every thing except their own im-,
mediate micrests, and tacitly allow Pi-|
racies to attain to such a tearful height
ia the neizhbourhood, as to threaten tue
very existence of onr valuable trade with
the neizhbouring native states, on the
success and exiension ol which hin_es,
the very exisience of tius important set-
tlement.

A groupe of Bugis Anakodas, headed
by the clnef of the Bngis Campong at
Rocho, has just called to intorm us of
the most extensive and unparalelled act
of piracy we have heard of for some
time, committed within these few days.
They state with the wost positive as-
surance, an | on the evidence of some of
the sufierers themselves’ who were pre-
sent, that a forinidable pirate fleet con-
sisting of no less than twenty two prows,
most of them double-banked, and car-
rying upwards of 100" wen each, are
up to this moment at or near Pulo Tinyih?
oli Johore, a: d that they have succeed-
ed already, within a very few days, in
cutting off . no' less than seven trading
prows, as {ollows :—One from Singapore
tur Pahang, the crew of which were
either diurdered or retained as slaves—
one Bugis boat from Bali, laden with Sa-
rongs,Rice &ec.the crew murderved and tie
prow birued at Pulo Tingih—two Bu-
gis prows {rom Pontiana for this place,
with gold dust. diamonds, rattans, &c.
—the erews murdered and” prows suuk
—and  three kakaps or small Malay
prows from Pahang for Singapore, with
upwards of 81 piculs of tirand some
gold dust.—Bha" ovews of these hoatsa.
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moanting to 18 in all, on being fired at.
( by which two were killed,) deserted the
kakaps and reaciied the neighbouring
coast of Joliore —nd while ‘wandering
along the shore, on thewr way hither, they
could observe tie proceedings of the pi-
rates. The Nacoias of the three boats.
ounly, bave arrived by erossing trom Jo-
hore, in a sampan. .

These state trat the Pirates have esta-
blished tiemselves in a camp ut Pulo
Tingih, from which they sally out oeca-
sionally, and that their ebject in coming
at tins period is evidently to iuterrupt
the Buzis boats which usually beziu to
arrive at this season. How fur they
have sueceeded may be seen by the pre-
sent statement and that given in our
number pireceding the last.

These pirates are of the most despe-
rate class, being from llaroon,in Ma-
Jindans, and from Sadwung in’Brunai or
Borneo Proger, to the Pangeran of which
they are sunject. ;

_ The earnest and unpassioned mamner
in which one of the Bugis Naquodahs
gpuke.lo us, was so st.iking that we are
induced to give nearly his own words;
he said, that in consequence of the Pi-
rates succeeding last year with the ut-
most impunity, about this time, in mak.

| g a prize of two Bugis boats proceed-

ing hither, they have been induced to
come again in greater numbers to try
their fortune again,—but said he, if mat-
ters are a.lowed to go oa taus the Bugis
traders on whose traitic Sinzapore great-
ly depends, will desert it aitogether, and
will seek another port from whose Ga-
vernment tiey wili probably ineet with
greater protection! A few sarcastic
redections did he hkewise throw oat on
certain osficers ot Government, as also
did ue make a comparisonbetween the
activity and earnest desire of the Dutch
lo extirpate piracy within tueir owa line,
anid the unaccountable inactivity of the
British in effecting the same, even with-
I theirs, :

It 15 but too well knowa to those whe
have reflected on the subject that the
continuance of the native trade ot this>et-
tlement is of vital importance toits pros-
perity and existence, the Bugis portion of
it principaily. I therefore the local Go-
verament possess tue least desire ol tee-
ing it flhourish and contiaue, or ifit is not
anxious to sce the tureat orthe predie-
tion of the Bazis Nacodah spze.hly veri-
ficd. let it adopt,or earnestly advise the
adoption of suea effectunl measures as
will prevent the recarrence ol sach atro-
cities as are recorded above. - Itré-
mains also with tie Merchauts of tlis
Seitlement to use their milueace and en-
deavours to oblain that SO necessary pros
teciton for those tnterests with which their
own are so wntimately connected, it not
trom the local Governmeat, from those
powers waich are more wble and perhaps
more willing to atford 1. Had we a
Raffies, or even a Crawfurd, afiawrs woul l
be very diiferent.  But-—“ tempora ma-
tantur—whether for the “beltzr,or for
the warse, remiins yet to be seen.

The Bugis at tilis Settlement have
volunteered their services, and olfer their
boats to attack the Pirates at Pulo Tin-
gil—they only require a supply of arms
and ammunition irom the Local Govern-
ment.  We thiak such an olfer ought not
to be rejected, and as a fleet might” casily
be manaed, wita a few companies of
Seapoys distributed among the boats,
an expedition could very soon be sentto
des roy the dangerous nest at Pulo Tin-
gik. ~The native traders’ would then
have practical demonstration of - some
signs of ewrnestness on our siae to pro-
tect their navigation, and confidence
would. in some degree, be reostored.

A late letter irom Riuio informs us that
the war prows had returned unsuccessiul
from tueir cruise. Taey did not how.
ever, go beyon | what tuey cousider the
bounduries of Dutch dominion, leaviug
to the Britisii the task of huoting down
pirates within their own “close.”



