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PENANG AFFAIRS.

A Narrative of the lute Nanning Ex-
pedition, containing a Simile
Detail of the Operations of
the Traops, from Gth to
25th August 1831,

BY AN OFFICER THE EXPEDITION,

“Per varivs casus; per tot discrimioa recan ™
' . Virgil,
~‘“He told of hair-breadth "capes
of maving accidents by flood and field.!”
MALACCA:
PRINTED AT THE MISSION PRESS.
1831,

“Much misapprehensioa appearing to
exist in the Puolic mind, both with res-
pect to the Political events waich led to
the late Military Operations, against
Nanning, and the natare also ol those
Operation, we deem it right to refute
the Reports in Circulation (many of which
are of so ridiculous a nature and so garb-
led by a host of fabrications built upon a
grain or two of trath as to confuse ins-
tead of enlightening) by a plain detail of
the ailwir withoul exaggerating or ex-
Lenuating any thiog.

Betore entering oa the Military O ge-
rations, it will be necessary to review
the ground upon which the war was ua-
dertaken, more especially as no epithet
has been thought tuo stroag Lo be applied
m a Public paper to those Servanis who
were charged with the execution of the
orders of tue Court of Diceciors.

We should be sorry to impute these
gross aspersions to wi.tul misapprehien-
sion, but the author of thew is, in our
opinion, nearly as cuipable tor giving
to the world as facts faise assumptions
of ius own, without in the first piace as-
certaining the trath of lus premuses.

Tue District of Nanning lLes about
dae N. East from the Town of Malacea;
and tue residence oi the Panghooloo is
at a smail place called Tabo, about 23
miles trom Malacea, so lsignilicant as
not to be deservinzeven of tiue name of
a villaze. It cousists in fact of three
or iour houses i addition to that of
the Chieftain.

Ninning was subject to the Dutch
swap; aml when that Power delivered
over Malacca to the British m 1825,
in exchange for Bencoolen, it was -
cluded as betng an mtegral part of the
territory.

lu fact the Panghocloo himself has
never dispated the powt, and even to
this day, wailst in arms azainst us, he
s1208 bis letters to Government with the
Company’s Seal.

Qa account of the poverty of the
Country, the teuth ot the produce which
has been always levied o tie rest of the
British Possessions, was commuted with
respect to Nannioz for 400 geutams al
Rice and 4 dozens of Fowls annually,
untul such time as the improved cul-
tivation of the Country rendereld the le-
vyinz of the Tax an easy matter without
distressing the Tnuabitants.

It appeared o Mr. Fullerton, then
Governor in the Straits, that this pe-
riod had arvived i 1323, but the Pang-
hooloo, oo long accusivmed to an easier
rate, resisted the demand.  An expedi-
tion, similar to the late oue, was accord-
fagly prepaved at s, but when
ou the eve of departure, Mr. Fuilerton,
fearful of the resuit oi his engaging in
war without tae sanclion of superior
aunthority, countermanded it, and refer-
red the matter to Beonzgal, His Lord-
ship, equally unwilling to incur the res-
ponsiahity, laid the business, with all
Mr. Fulterton’s minutes before the Court
ot Directors.

It 1s not exactly in our province to
criticize, or question the wisdom ot great
men and measures, but-we may bere
remark that this indecision has been
productive of many disastrous conse-
quences, It Mr. Fullertou conceived
bimself justided in resorting to compul-
sory measures in order to enforce the
Tax, and had virtually declared war
upon the Paughooloo of Naunaing by
equipping a lorce against hiun on lus
own responsibility, he onght, in our op1
nion, consistently with the honos oi the
Hritish nation, to have proceeded with

ie business on that respoasibility, no
new features in the case Laving arisen,
If, on the othier hand, liis powers were

not of so unhmited a nature, as to ena-

ble lim to make war without the sanc.
tion of the Suprems Government, he
vugzht never to have declared it. By so
doing, and then abandoning his inten-
tion, he shook tue remaining pertion of
the Panghoolioo’s allegiance to its very
centre, first inspired the Malays with
anidea, thatthe British, whom they had
beea taught to fear as a powertul nation,
were themselves afraid of a pretty prince,
and, from the interval of two years
which has elapsed between this decla-
ration of War, aud the arrival of the
Company’s decision, upon which the
late expedition has acte , aiforded time
for that powerful coalition of independ-
ent princes in the interior, by which the
Troops in question were opposed.” ——





