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PENANG AFFAIRS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE BENGAL HURKARU
AND CHRONICLE.

Sir,—Exclusive of the atlentiun that has
heen paid for the last four monthsto the war
between the Malayvs of Kedah aud the enemies
and usurpers of their conntry, the Siamese, the
Penang G vernment has also been lately wvol-
ved oa dispate with Malays of the opposite
coast on the gnestion of Bonndary, which has
heen attended by the most fatal consequences,
Upwards of thirty years ago, Province Welles-
ley was not only ceded by the king of Kedah
to the Company, but the extent of its bounda-
ries defined by weaty as follows : “ His Majes-
ty agrees to give to the Enzlish Company for
ever, all that part of the sea coast that s be.

Ctween Kwala Koan and the river side of Kwa.

ia Mooda, and measuring inland from the sea.
side sixty o-longs, the whole length above
mentioned to be weasured by people appoiated
by His Muyesty and the Company’s people,

~=The Eaglish Company are to proteci this coast

)

from all enemies, robbers and pirates that may
artack dt-by sea from nerth or souil.” This
tract of la d was accordingly surveyed by the
ke Al Fietcher; Sarveyor to Gaovermmaat,
anbin the plag sabmitted by him, (the correct.
noss of which has never been disputed) the
Company’s boundary from north to south *viih
thie preadth inland has been elearly laid down,
How any didiculty would have arisen on such
1 subject appears very extraordmary.  Tu my
humble opimon I shoald take it as a bad plea
for almost any officer of Government, mach less
for an Assistant Resident at Province Welles.
ley and a superintendent of Lands, with up-
wards of one T.owsand Rupers® salary per
mensem and a suitable egtablishmeat, to urge
‘norance in a case like the preseat.  1fit has
ot been deemed necessary as an indispensible
point of duty on the part of that authority to
make himself acquainted with the limits of the
territory over which he is set to govern, no one
can reasonably dispute his unfitness for the
utuation, nor consider a removal from it a hard.
ship.  The honor of the Government and the
~ifety of its subjacts require that some other
person, more induostrionsly inclined, should ~up-
p!v the place of mere indolence and deficiency.
What was it b ignorance of the Company’s
boundaries, or something worse, that caused
the unfortanate casmalty which occurred on the
Tth nlino at a place called Bukit Kicinl,
wherehy the Lives of five men were sacrificed ?

However much to be lamented, can that ca-
tasirophe be viewed in any othe: manuer thau
the result of a wanton aggression into a foreign
territory? It way be asked, by whose autho-
fity id they go? Let the Assistant l‘t‘.slde:nl
at Provinee Wellesley reply ! The party kil
led consisted of a Pahgulu or constable, three
sepoys of the 461h regiment Madras Naiive In.
fautry, and a Malay. These were also accom-
panicd by other peons and Malays, » he how-
ever were wise enough to stand afar off, secur-
ing themselves thereby a chance of escape.

“The object of this expedition to Bukit Kichil
is said to have been for the purpose of collect-
ing the Company's revenue from the people
of that place, who, it app-ars, had on all former
occasons proved refractory, and refused to pay,
alleging (reasonably enough) tiat as the terr-
tory did not belong to the Compauy but to
Tuanko Soliman (the present King of Kedah's
brother) they were, as the subjecis of the laiter,
obliged to pay rentsto him. This only excited
the ire of the constable, who immediately seiz.
ed two of these unoffending people and m.na-
cled them, nntil they evinced a better disposi-
tion (by j romisin pay after first cousulting
with their liege ) when they were set free.
Soon afier this the party encountered the Pas
gula of Tuanko Soliman amd some of his at -
tendants, and falling into dispate with them on
the same subject, the Company's constable
commenced tie attack by ordering the three
sepoys to fire upon the adverse party, This
order was very impradently obeyed ; and, be-
fore the men could relo d and defend them-
sclves, they with the coustable were instantly
surrounded and cut  down. The Malay wos
Lilled in his flight in the adjoining jungle. The
remainder of the ill-fated party saved themselves
by a precipitateand cowardly flight, scampering
of 10 report the circumstance to their superior
at Province Wellesley, who, T regret to say
received the intelligence with any thing but
the becoming gravity, which the occasion and
his situation as magistrate demanded. An eye
witness being interrogated on the subject, said,
* Tuan tertawa saja.” He only laughed. :

—_——

Province Wellesley, for upwards of twenty
years after its cession to the Con vy, had oo
Resident, nor was one considere | n2cassary wi-
til after the subversion of the power of the king
':lf K"‘lﬂh' by the Siamoase, aal th: general

12Nt of his subjects into the Crnriay's terri-
'y for protection. Tt was to alleviate tha
Mmisloriune and to sapply ths win's of thesa
refugees that Me. M unzy was s2nt aver by the
wvernment of Penang, some eight or nine
yewrs ago, with authority to apportion out
lauds to sach emigrauts as mizht clindse to ba.
cone permanent settlers, Toais duty appears
to have been perform=1 by that authority in
the most judicions an) eoacilisiory manner :
emigrants daily flocked ia fron all quarters
attracted to settle . ‘er the British Govern.
ment, administered with so mch Kiadness and
humanity. 85 those disposc to caltivate, Mr,
Mungy distribated smul tracts o laad, as well
as assisted them with smull loans repuyable i
wtwro, and others were encouraged to direct
their attention 1o the rearing of catile and poul-
try, to provide for auv futuve continzency inthe
event of the usual supplies of provisions to Pe.
nang from Kedah being impe led or cat off by
the Siamese. If the same coarse of good ma-
nagemait had been puarsned by his successor
in oifice, that Proviuce wounld have been at this
th a highly caltivated conairy, iin place of he-
myg, as il is, amere jungle (with the exception
ot here and there a small pulily field or two)
with high rents and a discontented population,
Instead of the mdustry of the peaple being en-
coaraged or stimulated by the L oosition of 4
moderate rent on their lands, their cxertivis are
depressed not only by a most vppressive tax
but by the vexuious anl despoiic mole in
which it is levied,

Formerly the tax on land (afier dueallow.
ance of tun: to tue lolder for its  elear-
ance and caltivation free of reat) was twenty
cents of a dollar per orlong of two  hundred &
forty feet square. Now the preseat rale has
been raised to treble, 1n sone instances to
quintuble that amount; which, taking into cou-
sideration the sterility of the soil, unadapted to
the growth of any thing bat paddy or cocoa-
nuats, is quite Jdisproportioned either to the pro-
duce of the land,or the means of the ryuts, The
lands, therefore, that were distributed by Mr.
Mungy at twenty ceats per orlonz have in
general reverted 1o the Company (ron the in-
abihity ol the rva's to pav the more exorbytant
demands of the peesent authority, 8o nisera-
bly distressed and wretched are the poor peo-
ple there, that the reats and assessments are
collected with the gretest didcalty, and in
the majonty of instances ol pertectly im-
practicable.  [tis to wtimi Lite sach wretche
edness that Mihitary foree is resorted 10! Sach
a system is not likely 1o enlare, tae patience
of the Malay will not Tast for ever,

As if oppression was not suficient, insalt
moast be superaddod by wav o aggravation.

When the Chiof Resudent was at Cemag,
these POor peo e p esented several penooas
complatning of the hewvy tuxes levielon them,
and the o ovssibility of theie ooraining vedress
of their grievaie s from thie Assistant Roasi leat
at Province Woellosley, whose Purzalas and
peons plundered then with ipuaity,

The ounly reply the Chief Resident Ceigned
to mke was to trample these peltitions ander
his feet with an air and digmity pecaliarly his
own! Ifsuch bethe jastice thit s v be mea-
sured out o the Malays, there is no great as-
tonishment why a certain aathority, dabioas of
their devatediess il affection, feels it ineon-
venient, it is said, 1o move about without a mi-
litary escort, and to thiak it but ton req nsite to
have his domncle stroagly gaarded both day
and mght.

As an iustance, ont of a thonsand, of the ini-
quities practised by the native oficers, can it
be denied that the Pangala w Peaaga (a dis.
trict of province Wellesley) actually stole nine
buffoes from a pative, and that when the
owner wished to couiplain of the ontrage, the
influence of two vouny poategees of the Assist-
ant Resident screened the villain from panish-
ment, and the compictnt was sent away
withont being allowed a hearing!! [t would
he a great satisfaciion to ho'h the inhabitants at
Penang and at Previnee Wellesley, if the Sa.
preme Government would institute an inquiry
into these matters ;3 and as v neans of appeas-
ing the present general discontents, wonld
either moderate or totally abrozate the reve.
nue on lands amd the assessmeits on property,

The villagers have to pay an ussessment of
thirty cems of a dollar per sguare foot ; for a
house in value not worth three rapees, the own.
er has to pav probably eight to twelve dollars
annually 1o the Company.  How can poor fish-
ermen afford this!

I remain, Sir, your most obedient servant,

INVESTIGATOR,
P ulo Boonting, the 22d July, 1831.

I*. 8. Notwi'hstanding all the countenance
given to the Siamese by the Penang Govern-
ment, the cowards can make oo unpression
upon the Malavs, whose spirits are buoyai.t and
provisions plentiul,
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