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“ THE NANNING EXPEDITION.”

The Pamphlet of which we have given
the title and what may be called the in-
troductory part, in a preceding column,
was written.as stated in the Prospectus,
with the benevolent object of applying
the profits, if any, to the beneofit of the
widow of the late Lieat. WaiTe who
Jost his Iife during the above unfortunate

Expedition. The interest excited by
the forlorn sitnation of this = young

lady, and the circamstances uander
which her gallant husband met with his
untimely fate. have contributed material-
Iy to render tue sale of the pamphlet,
(here especially ) more extensive than it
would have beéen otherwise.  Buat while
we render due praise to the writer for
his benevolent intentions, we think saf-
ficient time has been allowed to elapse. to
render a critique on the matter unlikely,
at this period toallect the o ject of the
pampilet, 1 a pecanlary view!

We innst con‘ess w2 have been much
disappeinted in the parasal of this Little
work, Written by “an Oliicer of theExpe-
ditivn.” we were led to expect mightier

Lings—"hoth with regard to the Politi-
ca! events which led to the military ope-
vlions against Naning, and the nature
also of those operations”.

It appears evident that the imperfect
ex-parte statements hie puts forih rela-
tive to the former, have been faug/t him,
by those who will look only to one side
of the question; and in the details of
the military operations, there are a few
omissions which we shall tuke the liber-
ty of pointing ont.

It is not to be donbted. however, that,
cowing from such an authentic source,

wilitary  operations, as far they go,
are faithiully recorded, and with the ex-
ception ol the calamitous result arising
ir nature. we have mno fault to find
We are not sutliciently skil-
in the art of war, or so acgauinted
with the pagzes of “ Torrens®or ** Dun-
torm  an opiaon wihelher
they were i-conducted or otherwise;
but we believe, considering the nature
oi the eountry, the subtle enemy, and the
hidden abstacles the troops had to con-
tend with, they were as well 'manag ed
as might be,

1o corfinmg ourselves for the present,
{0 a discussion on the “Political events,”
which led to the abovementioned Milita-
ry operations, we shall also “review the
crounds upon which the War was un-
dertaken,” —and we hope to prove that
we have made no *false assumptions,”
o1 any assumptions of our own. in our
former notices of this War, without be-
ine well uware of their correciness and
trath. A tolerably int.mate acqnaint-
ance with Malacea, its secret and anter-
nal politics, and the manner i which 1ts
government has been administeved for a
few vears back. will, we trust, entitle us
to as much credit. on thes<e points, as the
ihe writer of the patphiet can lay claiin
1o.

Previous to the year 1828, the Com-
pany could claim the possession of no
Lands ot Alalacca, with the exception of
their uncertain tenure of Naning ; asthe
lands within the territory of Malacca
had been amply granted away during
the time the Dutel Leld sway ontle Pe-
ninsula, to private indivifuals. Some
of the grants ave of a very ancient date,
and most of them very eXxlensine; =o
much so that simlarestatesin a well-
populated country could not fail to bring
the owners, splendid incomes. Tle da-
lacca lands, lowever, have been much
neglected and allowed to run into jungle
vith the exception of here and there a
pepper plantation, a duson, or garden,
with a rice-field attached.

Mo, FULLERTON, who always took a
great interest in Malacca. perceiving that
Malacca could never rise to its pristine
importance as a Commercial port, con-
ceived that it might be rendered a pro-
fitable pagsession, as an agricultural dis-
trict.  To attain this end. he was induc-
ed to enter into a compact with the land-

owners to trapsfer all right and title to
theirlunds. 1o the Company.

Tue loldowing extract from the Ma-
laccaObserver of the 26th March 1823.

the

their

" '.\ lr-i-":li.
1=l

das,” as to

"

will best explain tiie nature of this agree-
ment :
“0 i the 15th inst., an important revalation tnk

1 place with respect th most of the lanks near M-

lacea. Tam owaroes have agee=0 tr “trusfer, mike
over anleelingaign ' o the Cornraay & all the
rights, beaeds, privilezes, avl cnslanats ™ ea.
Joved by then (ths owaeres) aalee the ttle desls
while the Gaveransat ewzavat to pay ta then
or eirs, in eonsi doration theeeof, the stipalated
sins meatived oo deeacath, as long as this Seute.
m ot is under the British Fiag Tazright of le-
vyinz the teath of the prodace iill be vested in
the Conoaany (ron the first of November next, &
shall For ever fron that date ceass on the part of
the owacrs. [ is farther ageeed that shouid M.
Iicca be tran<f-rred 1o any other Pawee, Gavern-
ment biod themselves 1o eeeaasfer Ly the present
holders or their heirs, all thess rights, and pat
them again in the possessim of  the advantages
derivable therefrom.

The swms are annual, and to be paid once a
quarter, .

01 the whole, we imagine that the Company
will be no loscrs by the speculation while the laad-
OWHers miy reniuin more at tueir ease,

Sicca Rupees

Mr. e Wiand 4500
Mes. Wosterhoaut 2500
Mr. Kovk's Estale DO
Apokechil 1500
Mr. D Koek 830
Gregory De Soza 700
Mr. A Velge L]
Mr. Westerhout 450
Maneco De Soza 400
Mahomer Tyre I

13,700

Besides these, there are a few more parcels of
land, which the Government wish to take over, in
like manner, for the anvual <um, as we hive heard
it roughly valued, of 5000 Sicea Rupees.”

In the above extract mention is made
of a fenth bemng paud to the Lind-own-
ers; but the manner i which that tox
was collected by those gentlemen. was
far from beinz a burden on taeir poor
tenants. They were in tuct, kjpdheart.
ed masters ; assisted, redeved, encour-
agzed and protected those on their es-
tates, and 11 the seasons |)rm.'etl unpro-
ductive, exacled not * to Lie uttermost
Sarthing,” or qoit, the peity reats each
petty ryul had to pay in money or Kinil,

Had the Compuny or their ageuls at
Mulacea, followed the same hiberal sys-
tem with regard to the lands taken over
irom these gentiemen, they would have
found the transier less ruinons to their
treasary, aud less derogatory to their
government 3 winlst we fear they have,
by the system they have adopted in col-
lecting the tythe,  ganed uuto them-
selves a pame,” throuzhout the whaole
territory, not altogetiier untainted by
acts of oppression, and covetousness;
and have prodacod a feeling of dissatis-
faction. not altogether desivable.

Ou the transfer of the lands being
made trom the land-owners to the Com-
pany, * A Land Department” was cs-
tablished of which Me, W. . Lewis,
Assistaut  Resident at Malacea,  was
appointed Superintendent, with a hand-
some allowance, and a per-centage on
the collection of the tax, to stimulate
Lis exertions. - A goodly establishment
was likewise afforded himn, aund nothinz
was left undone to wake the system as

effective as possible. A Produce Farm
‘was iotroduse |, which alter a short
trial, was abolished as it was considere|
inadequate, and (oils  were estabiished
at every in'el 1o the town, where a (enth
of eum'y arlicle of prodace was rigo-
rously exacted—Ilruns, vegetables, pad-
dy, wax, towls, egus, &es &e. wita, we
believe, bulialoe-hides. So exact are
the tol keepers, that (Lo give one in-
stance out ol a thousand) a poor Chinese
Jabourer, passing with a single luboo,
or melon, was stopped, and on his re-
fusing o pai' a tenth of the fruit, on
the plea that he had but one, and that it
was not for sale, the rapacious toll-
keeper cut alarge slice off it, and sent
the man away in all the insolence of of-
fice. To complain of such an affair,
would subject the complainant to further
abuse. as the Superintendent of Lands
was also the sitting Police Magistrate !

Such a system, as might be imagined,
produced general dissatisfaction through-
out the whole district of Malacca; the te-
nants complained to their former land.
lords. but the latter could not wnterfere,as
they bad given up all rizht and autho-
rity over their former possessions.
At the close of the first year, un examin-
iug the accounts. It was l‘uunq the
Land Department instead of proving a

gain to the Company, was a dead loss,

to the tune of 16,000 Sicca Rapees. (if
we mistake not); and en leavoars wers
made toinluce the form:r proprietors
to cancel the arreenzat enterzl inty,
and accept taeir laads back azain Tas
the,, with one or twa exc=plions, relus-
ed to do. anl 1 ths eaviabie condition
matters have coatinaed. a3 far ad w3
are aware. [t was aboat tins period,
(Juse 182)) that the Grst E<p:litina
agiinst Ne'ng wos prepareld, vat ot
carrie | into elfect.

Another cirennstance not yet divalz-
ed to the Pub'ic, snbseqazatly readere d
the system of collecting ateata, e un-
popalar an L odious among t all clisses
of the imiabitats, high ani low. M-
FouLLeaToN, whilst at Malacea, last
year, a short time before his departure,
was advised to mtroduce a new tax on
fish,—r rather a collection of one fi:h
out every ten cangnt, and exposed for
sale —tiuose not exposed for sale, be-
ing considered smazcsled! Tae fish-
ervien who are mostly all of thit c¢'ass
calledPortuzuese. instantly stru k work,
an |l assembled betore the Poice Qhive,
to remonstrate. Sach was the uproar
the formidable crowd excited, and the
* threatenmz aspect™ it assmned, that,
Me. Luwis. in order to clear a passage
Tor himscii. out of the offize, strick a
wan, with a Constable’s baton on tue
head, an | left hin senseless, and bleed-
inz. He proceeled then to the Com-
mandant of the troops, whose house
wias close by, and requested milithry
aid to disperse the mon, and it was not
until the mua Guaard was turned ot
with loaded arms, and the Riot Act
read, that the crowd would return to
their  homes.  Persuasion  was  even
used by the Resident and another Ma-
wistrate present to induce the diseontent-
el o reiraia from com mthing opzn
violence ! The wounded man was car-
vied to Mr. FULLERTON, who resided
at the Castle close by, but on hearing
the case, he acted as nobly as the As.
sistant Resident on the Quedah shore
did, on the sad occasion recorded in
Tunesti jator's letter, which we publish-
el yesterday—'‘ Tuan tertawa saja’”
lie only Tauzhed, and ordered the man
to the hospital, which kinlness tae
frien s of the latter ungratefully refused
1o accept.

The tax. thus introduce ], was sabse-
guently enforced, and contumes to be so.

Such was the state of affairs at Ma-
lacea before the late Expedition set out to
enforce the claim ol the Company to a
rizht to collect a tenth of the produce of
Nawnz, and to disprssess the Chief of
that distriet, of his fawtul authority.

The Pan thooloo wis not iznorant of
the nature of the system abont to he in-
troduced, neituer was e insensible to the
indig ity oifere l to him by the proposal
of s acceptinr a paltry pension on
condition tuat  he resign ali rizht and
title to the government of Naning—
a right vested in lis ancestors bath
with the tacit and expressed consent
of all the European Authorities who have
lind possession of Malacca-—and a right
which we caunot be justified in depri-
ving him of, by any other rule than that
which the stronger exercises over tiie
weaker.

Of the injnstice of the invasion, on
the feeble pretexts which were got up
on the occasion, Mr, FULLERTON him-
sell must have been conscious ; else
why was he wavering and undecided
relative to the adoption of compulsory
measares in the first instance? ““ His
Lordship,” (i. e. “ Benzil,” according
to the Pamphlet,) © equally unwilling to
incur the responsibility, laid the busi-
ness, with all My, FULLERTON'S mlnutes,
belore the Court of D .rectors.”

1t is well known that the Court of
Directors, in the multipheity of their af-
fairs, are too apt to vepend much on the
statements of their servant: at a dis-
tance, without ever taking the trouble,
or wishing 10 hear the other sule ol the
question- Tueir total ignorance on such
contemptible jmatters as Malacea poli-
tics, would lead tuem, without further
enquiry. to approve of whalever suzges-
tions Mr, FuLLerToN wnd his party
might bave wade ou the subect, aud to

orler the adoption of warlike measures,
to ¢ omosl tue peity Nanng Catel o sub-
mit to the terms propased, .

Ty talk of ** taz wmprvel erltiva-
tioa of tue erurtey realecing tas les
vyinz of thz tax an ety matier. with-
out distressiaz the 1aabaans”— 15 a
very bold assertton —and we shoald hie
to know fron the wiiter of the Narra-
tive wheiher Me. FULLERTON ascer-
tained such to be a fact, oa lus own per-
sonal inspection, or merely on the hear-
say of certain interssted individuals ?
For our part, we fiem'y believe, such an
“assumption” to be am-re larce—aay
more, a pretest, to devastate a defence-
less district,witose inhabitaats, howeéver,
by thew forindable resistance, have as-
ton e ed & conwunded those wao plotied
agaiusi tuen, aond have 1voyed us
in an  useless and expensive  wur,
which by its consequences mast depopa-
late wod rona the waole coaatr; !

- ———— —

As our time an | means of publication
do not allow us to wike Larwer re-
marks liere, we bes to deler giving the
l'eul.l"hlt_'l' v vur nest pll.‘l:i-clltl'-'l'l.



