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SIADMESE CONQULESTS,

(From the Singapore Clirgniele of May 31.)

e learn by a late arrival from the cast cons? of the Tenin-
culy, that the Siamese, Laving marched a Lirge anny into
Patani, have ropusszsoad l}iL‘lIl.\'.'l\-;‘CS af thar country, with
Jittle er mo oppoziticn on tie part of the inkubionts, " M _ay
thousands of thow, it is stated, Lad previonsly fled from the
fice of approaching destruction into the noip hbouring states
of Colanton and ‘Fringane, the population being uttesly
wnable to withstand the crerwhelming herdes of Larbapah
slaves which the King of Siam literally drives forwand into
the penwmsula in order to wreak his vengeence on these who
were I::El:lcir.::li{ eaznged in the late insarrection on the cast
coast.  The whole population of Patani is suprosed not to
execed 50,000 soulsywhile the Biamese force now inthint country
Is said to be 800,000 strong—an anrount by no weans impraba-
ble, when we consider that the Topulation of Sinm itsclf is
estimated at GUUD,000, of which abaut one-sixth may be
{'hinese.

So soen o5 matters are seitled o Patani, whick, we doubt
not, will be accomplished by most speedy 2nd semmary me-
thods, peeuliar to the Siamese, such as impaling, roasting,
boiling, and pounding the unfortunate wrotehes who have
been most obnozious totheir ntagnanimous chi.f5 and leaders,
we are informed the Slamese fully intend proceding to Ca-
iantap, which is but a few days’ journey south of Patani, over
a Tevel and well-cultivated country, and -ubdaing it in a
sincilar menoer.  Trinpanu will next orcupy their attention
the zccess to that siate being equally casy and shart, an
were it not that some difficelt miouctains and rivers inter-
vene, Pahang would shortly cfter undergo a similar visita-
tion from the Siamese.

The late insurrection, which appears to have been chielly
confined to Patani, was eauscd, we vndemstand, solely by the
irmbility of the inhabitants to cndure the heavy cxactions of
the Sianiese Governmicat, the principal of which is a poll-
tox of 10 dellars a-yesr oo every individual. Such o severe
tax being nolonger tolerable in a country comparztively poor,
we are by ne means surprised the inhabitangs sheuld ™ kick
againct ti':c goads,"” and endeaveunr to shake offi'a yoke so very
oppressive to them, tioush they must have been aware, from
their knowledpe cf‘thu powerof Siam, aud their exporienee of
Sinmese cruelsg, that their cfforts in the cause of liberty must
Le attended with eventund failure, and sure destruetion to
themselves.  The Malays say, however, that as che lattoris
sure to come on them, whether they submit to exaction or tise
1o oppase it {Seylla and Charibdis-like), they would rather
hasten its apyroach by resorting to violent mensures than re-
ward it by dying pationtly under the weight of tyranny,

‘There are some whe suppose that the British authoricdes in
this part of the world bave sceretly urged the Siomese Kiog,
Ly mcans of the Rajah of Ligore, to perpotrate these inve-
signs, inorder to divert the pttention of the Malayson the

ast coast from joining the Panghoolos of Nanning in his
warfare against the Linglish.  This summise, we slnccrely
trust, i3 mot true, as we do not conceive our Govermmcont
weuld act 50 inean and so_dishonourable o pzre os literally to
urge the suin of 2 few weak states, which are anly supposed to
Le unfriendly, in grder to save itself from threatencd destruc-
tign.

We have made many inquiries amonzgst these who have
been lately on the enst coast, relative to the supposed
assistance which the peaple of Pshang cnd Trnginn are
satdd to afford the Nonning Chicf; but the answers inva.
riably have been, that the Malays on that coast take very
little_interest in the contest, and being well awsre that
the English always possess the power of ponishing them
by sea, the chicfs of those places have been heard to say
that they were not so mad as to juin in a warare agatost the
English. They assert that the Nanningites derive their
whaole support trom the western states, mnst prohably Salon-
gore and Rumbow, from which countri-a supplies wrive ot
Nanning much smore readily than they |~0551h1_\' can from the
casterm oncs.

S0 far are the DMalays of the east coast from assisting the
Nanning Chicef, that we are told by o respectable witness chat
the Rtajahs of Calantan and Tringanu, and we believe e-
hang, think serigusly of placing themselves under the protee-
tion of the English, in order to save theinselves from tle
dreadful cfitees of Sinmere cruelty and oppression.  Fhese
states, Pahang especiadly, may, with as much justice as Siam
has to show, be daimed by Johore, which principality is
professedly under the protection of the DBritish. En a
commercinl point of view, alse, the Govermnent should not
allov: these states to fdi under the complete sway of
Siam, as th: (ade carricd an between this and the
ports ef Calantan, Trisganu, and Pahang, which, on re-
ierence to the last ollicial statement of the trade of
Singapore, publisked in December List, will be found to ba
very important, and considerably on the inercase, must gre.
dually dwindle into insigniticance, through the hzavy duties
zhich the Siamese will imipose upon the imports and exports
of those places, and thus one grea: source of our trade will be i
dried up. |

Thisshauld be seriously coasidered by our rulers, and if |
the_ above chiefi do actwally supplicate for assistance or
meditstion, we lopr no selfish policy, no base subimissien
o prrovelling expedicency, as inthe dispraceful case of Quedah,
will intervene to give over a brave and bitherts friendly
and admiring people; into the relentless clutehes af o race of
semi-barbarous betngs, whose tender mercies are the cruellest
of the crucl

We have been told by a respzetable eye-witness, an Euro-
J_’Jﬂﬂ, who visited the furt of Quedah shorly atier the Siamese

12d repossessed themselves of ity selely by starving out jts de-
fenders, that these brve conquercrs, not content with butcher-
ing the hLelpless and inffom, and treaticg their dead bodies in
many instances in a barbarous manner,must noeds wreck their
mvige vengeance on  the graves of those who had
dlied through want and dizcase during the siege, by dipging
up the dead bodics and casting them into theriver. Our in-
fanmant said that 2 neat bazaer formualy stoed in the widdie
of the fort, but it had been destroyed, ond the wliole place pre-
sented the hormrifying spectacle of ¢ a valiey of bones.”  The
state of the neighbouring country we need not describe, as we
tave done soalready s suflice it to sav, it was n\_i_cembfo and
estitute in the cxtreme.

With sucha dezpicable poople, who are capable of such in-
livm=n barbarities, have we made a treaty of cliiance and
fricndship, thrscoth, apparently for the sole pumpose of ehnek-
iog the ambiton of the Bummese; and to such monsters have
vie szcrificed, on the altar of expediency (irrecoverably, we
frar), the nci:‘arc, the prosperity, and the estcemy, of a hitherto
yeacoable and well-disposed peaple. It is time to awake from
this dream of darkness and delusion (if not already too Inte),
snd cndeavour toremedy evils which we have been o very
instrumental in producing. Vl'hen confidence is once cstz.
Elished with the Malays, they ore tirm friends; butwhen it is
broken, they prove datk and dangerous enensies,




