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jury by the suspension of the functiens of
Jt.‘hreycgnrt of Judicature, 15th July 1830,
since which date a debt of more than
32 Sp. drs, was not recoverable ; that pe-
titions be presented to Parliament, ac-
compsanied by a document containing the
views of the petitioners as to the particu-
lar form of court most suitable ta the exi-
gencies of this settlement, together with
an estimate of the expenses necessary for
the maintenance of such a court. That,
in order to secure the proper and uninter-
administration of justice, it was
not only desirable but essentially n
that this settlement should be provided
with a court altogether independent of
the local government; that the judge of
such court should be a barrister of not less
than five years standing ; that he should
reside permanently at Singapore, and that
in case of death or unavoidable absence,
he should be succeeded temporarily by a
judge from Calcutta; that the expenses
connected with the maintenance of such a
court as this settlement requires need not
exceed 4,500 sicca rupees per month, and
that the fees, if the same rates continued
which were levied during the operation
of the recent Court of Judicature, may
be expected to amount to 1,100 sicca ru-
pees per month,

Petitions were accordingly adopted by
the meeting, which were to be forwarded
for presentation to the Marquess of
Lansdowne and Mr. C. Grant.

SLAVE TAADING,

‘We had occasion last year, in publish-
ing an account of the island of Bali, to
notice the notorious fact that French ves-
sels are accustomed annually to make a
voyage amongst the islands to the south
and eastward of the Malayan archipelago
for the pbourpm ?if pl:{"rchml’:;gmslavelh ) €8+
pecially boys and girls, w they con-
vey eitier to Bourbon or the Mauritius,
or probebly to both. Two French ves-
sels had recently left the cosst of Bali
with slaves, when the writer of that ac-
count was on the island.

We bave been informed very recently
by a respectable eye-witness, who has
lately returned from a trading voyage to
the southward, that while he was at Buna
on Sumbawa, a French vessel arrived
having on board a great number of boys
and girls, all nearly in a state of nature.
Our informant, who went on board, was
told by the captain, who spoke the Mala-
yan language well, that he had purchased
them amongst the islands, but principally
at Enday, and that he was conveying them
for sale to Bourbon. He seemed de-
sirous of purchasing more, for which pur-
gce he had a quantity of specie on board.

uring his stay, however, an official gen-
tleman of rank, connected with the Dutch
government, arrived at Buna, when the
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Freuchman thougitt it prudent to move
off. This occwrred ahout five or six
mouths ago. : .

We have noticed the subject in the
hope that both the English aad the
Dutch gevernments, who are bound by
solemn treaty and by the ties of humanity,
to suppress and prevent slavery in these
regions, may be induced to become more
alert, and to adopt some active steps for
preventing the continuance of the neﬁ-
rious and yearly traffic of slaves carried
on by vessels conrected with Bourboa,
and, we suspect, the Mauritius likewise.
We forgot to inquire the name of the
Prench vessel, but will endeavour to
ascertain it.—Sing. Chroa, Oct. 27.

Malacea.

NANING.

Our accounts from Malacca are of &
recent date, but they afford little intelli-
gence of an important nature. The go-
vernment have employed a number of na-
tives in clearing away the jungle to a con-
siderable distance from either side of the
road leading to Naning, and in removing:
all obstructions likely to impede the pro-
gress of any future expedition. The Na-
ning people, however, occasionally come
down, and attack the coolies thus em-
ployed ; but as the latter are protected by
sepoys, little hindrance is made to the
work, and they have already completed
several miles of the road.

The panghooloo of Naning now refuses

to trust hismgerwn at Malacca to treat
with the authorities, although security
has been offered and the word of govern-
ment passed for his safe return.
. If the panghooloo acts thus from an
idea of his superiority or from a confi-
dence in his own resources, we imagine
bg will find, so soon as hostilities against
bim recommence, that he has been acting
unwisely to allow such a favourable crisis
of coming to an amicable understanding
with the English to slip by. From the
nature of the preparations and the great
resources of every description on our
side, there can be little doubt that so
soon as the next expedition marches up,
Naning will fall completely into the
possession of the English, with little or
no opposition ; for it is not to be sup-
posed the Malays will hazard an open
engagement with the overwbelming force
which should be sent up. The pang-
hooloo and his councillors and adherents
will be deposed and outlawed, and we
suppose Naning will become & residency
attached to Malacca, with a guard suffi-
cient for the protection of the govern-
ment officer in charge of the district.

We should not-envy, for seme years
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st least, the lot of him who mey be
selected resident or assistant resident of
Naning ; for besides the pleasure of living
in a deserted district, in company with
solitude and tigers, there is the constant
apprebension of being barassed, attack-
ed, and ps murdered, by the Ma-
lays of the neighbouring states; for so
leng as the panghooloo of Naning and his
adherents are alive, they will be conti-
nually exciting their countrymen to acts
of revenge, and to protracted strifes with
the Naning resident- It is not to be sup-
posed, also, that the neighbouring rajuhs
will tame]y witness the encroachment of
British dominion so close to themselves ;
and we may be assured they will spare no
efforts, privately in conjunction with the
0o, to render Naning as little
valuable to government as it can be.

We are at a loss to. guess of what po-
litical advantage Malacca itself is, in its
present state, to the British nation : its
commerce is most insignificant, and the
establishment there is a dead weight on
the government purse. With proper ma-
magement, and due encoursgement, it
might be rendered productive in its agri-
culture, for the lands are extensive, and
the soil, in general, good. But monopoly,
exclusion, and oppression stand in the
way of improvement, and render the place
30 unprofitable, that, until a reform of the
whole system takes place, we are inclined
to think the Company will be considerable
guiners even were they to abandon it alto-
gether to its own fate, especially if Naning
is to be added to it as a military appen-

A pamphblet published at Malacca, con-
taining an authentic narrative of the late
expedition, states that our furthett picquet
was, in October, only seven niiles from
MJ-cea, and that the panghooloo was
levying tazes in the British territory,
which were in most cases paid.

Mauritius,

JUDICIAL CHANGES.

The Gazette de Maurice of August 20th
contains a proclamation of the governor
(8ir C. Colville) of an order of His Ma-
jesty in Council, dated 13th April 1831,
for making provision for the better admi-
nistration of justice in Mauritius and its
dependencies.

The order directs that the Supreme
Court of Judicature, or Cour d'Appel,
shall in future be held before three judges
only; that the tribunal de Premiére In-
stance shall be held before one judge;
thet or additional judges, if
needed, shall be sup)
till the pleasure of His Majesty be known.
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It confirms the ordinance of the 17th Pe-
bruary 1830, _e;:gle)lisbing s courtaof the
governor to j certain prises d partie
et récusations directed against the court of
appeal. The exclusive jurisdiction of the
Vice Admiralty is preserved, and exemp-
ted from the jurisdiction of the other
courts. The office of Grand Juge, Com-
misseire de Police, is abolished, and the
Procureur General is relieved from the
duty of making conclusions for the as-
sistance of the courts. No judge of any
of the courts, nor proeureur general, nor
advocate general, nor the surrogate of a
Jjudge, can be a slave owner, nor have an
interest in land cultivated by slave labour,
either directly or as trustee. Such offi-
cers may hire, and employ in their domes-
tic service, any number of slaves, making
it first appear to the satisfaction of the
governor that it is not in the power of the
officer to hire free persons for such domes-
tic services. A petty court of a juge
de paix is established at Port Louis for
the decision of all civil causes of small
amount, and for the trial of all crimesand
offences of a low degree, from which there
is no appeal. The governor in council
is empowered to establish a similar court
or courts in one or more of the dependen-
cies. Appeals, in civil suits, from the
Cour d’ Appel to His Majesty in Council,
are limited to such as involve property to
the amount of £1,000, or the right of per-
sonal freedom.

In the proclamation of the governor it
is stated, that Lord Goderich has signi-
fied His Ma{?ty'o directions that a cri-
minal code, better adapted to the existing
state of society than that now in force in
the colony, should be prepared and
promulgated. In reference to this impor-~
tant work, the secretary of state observes,
that there does not exist any necessity for
the assumption, by the ministers of the
crown, of the arduous office of framing
this code themselves, since, both in Eng-
land, and in almost every part of the con-
tinent of Europe, but more especially in
France, the revision of the criminal code
has of late years occupied the attention
of the most eminent jurists and states-
men. Their lubours (continues the secre-
tary of state) have removed the greater
part of the ditficulties in which the subject
was formerly involved; and it would be
in the highest degree irrational if any feel-
ings of national rivalry were permitted to
obstruct the adoption of any of those im-
Erovemenn in the criminal code for which

urope is indebted to the profound wis-
dom and research of the authors of the
French digest. In conclusion (the secre-
tary of state further obeerves), that how.-
ever desirable the gradual assimilation
of the colonial to the English code may
be, as a firm bond of union between the
two countries, His Majesty will not sa-



