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TO THE EDITOR OF THE SINGAPORE CHRONICLE.
Nir,

As through the medinm of yvonur paper
much good bas been dove ud the Mercantile
Community wformed of what  passes 10 these
Strans 1 shall withont any apology aid to fill one
of your columus i exposing a nefarions business
that has just commenced 1 the neighbourhond of
this place which will pat & Roal end to the litle
trade which we had left at Mdacca,

Tue enclosed nwoice was sent to Lougy by a
self-made R b w0 was m the Eugheh Camp
duiing the Lae disurbanee with the N nning
peoode, “the fimons Sevd Saban,” who it munst
he remembered was also the clnef caose of the war
for had be wot jorwed the Piighuioo of N noing
when the B st expedition went up itis wel kuown
nothing woad have happeoed and Gosernment
would have suved above 20 Loes of Rupees,

Peaple assert that this duty has been allowed
to be levied as a remuneiation 10 Sey ! Saban bat

it can hardly  be behieved that the Government

wonld allow their Merchants 1o be such great
sufferers for a paliry cousideranion of this nature,
The notice is as follow s 2o
“ Ovrders fiom the Eangdepertuan Bessar the

Emgdeperiaan Moodah the D .itoo Lolldh Ma.

harajaih to be respe fed and ix sent 1o the Orang
Kiah Katas to inform him from  us that in rega. d
to all ‘T that comes frrom Soongey O oag and is
carried down the Lingv River we require that a
tax of 3 dollars a bahiar must be paid to ns,.—=Far
we have done this after having consulted with
the Government of Malacea that is to sy the Go.
vernor of Pilo Preoang and the Rest em of
Muatacca, This arder is 1o inform the Merchants
of Lingv thar whoever exports Tin must pay
a duty at Bempang of 3 dollars per Babar,— Writ.
ten 1 the vear 1248 ™

[t is well known that the Tin Mines are chiefly
worked by Chinese and that the Traders at Lonsy
an'd Roongey Ocjong eould not go on working
them if they did ot get advane s from the Ver.
chants at Malweea, Tt has been on this system
that the trade has Aourshed so well,

The Milacca Merchants have at this present
moment above 10,000 dollars outstanding for
which those of Lingy are bound to deliver ™ip at a
cerlain rate; therefore this heavy duaty falls an the
Madacea Merchauts as those (hat have engaged
to receive it at Lingy will have to pay the duty
and those that may have agreed to receive it at
Malacca must either pay the exira @ lollars or lose
th 1 money altogether, for the Malay Merchants
at Lingy, declire that they cannot afford 1o sell
it, their profits nat amounting to one fourtlhy of the
daty. being equil to 1 dollur per Prenl or abont
10 per Cent.  As the profi's will not cover the
expeuce of the workmen the Chinese will of ueces.
sity abandon the Mmes,

It 1s 10 the hope that the great men 1w England
ansd those of the Bengal will make enquiries into
this affair that I have made this communication

to you.
A MALACCA MERCHANT.
Malacea.
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