EXCURSION TO THE TIN MINES AT SOONGYE
]

00 JONG.

Moaday May, 5th. _We left. Malacea at 9 in the e.
vening, in the same prau as before, accompanied by
Mr. Nairne, the Assistaut Resident. The wind and
tide were favorable so that we had a good run to the
mouth of the River, and entered it about sunrise with
a lowing tide the following morning. From the en-
trance, 5or 6 miles upward, or, ahout two thirds of
the distance to Lingy, this river is wide—perhups
twice the breadth of the Thames at London and pretty
straight in its course but afl

terwards narnows and
winds about very much. 1

We got up to Lingy about 10 o'clock, and were a.
grecably surprized with th: bustling commercial.like,
appearance of this little Malay port. Ten or a dozen
good sized praus crowded the river, which we fouad
1. 0o easy malter to pass, in order to get 1o the landing
place. These were waiting for the tin which is brovgug
down in s.nall boats from Soongy hujong, and takeo
forward by them to Malacea or Singapore.

The country is cleared to a cousiderable extent and
tolerably cultivated. The soil seems moderately fer-
tile 5 various kinds of fruit trees, particularly the eo.
coa nut, are scattered profusely over its surface, and
thrive well. The village is probably a good size,
though, from iis straggling, dispersed, state, like most
other Malay villages, it is difficult to ascertain the
precise magnitude. From a rough guess, we should
imagine the whole population way be rated ai two or
three hundred souls,

We bad balf an hour’s walk to the house of the
Pangulu, escorted by his brother, who came up to us
soon after landing. The Chief was sitting in  his ve-
randah surrounded, as 15 usually the case, with a
crowd of idle dependants: there was also a respeciable
aud well dressed Arablmam, or chief priest of Islam,
and two young Hadgees with him, Having so good
av opportunity of distributing our Malay books, they
were immediately opened out and exhibited to the
whole company. ~Afier being informed of their nature
the Pangala readily and cheerfully received a Malay
Bible, and recommended them to his people, with an
admonition 10 read them and think wupon their con.
tents. The Imam, though courteous, was rather dis.
tant and shy at fiest. He read an Arabic New Testa.

ment which was put into his hands, but finding the
name of Jesus, returned it with a cont
After a little conversation bis spiric
he was much pleased with a psalter given to him He
soon became more frie odly, and began to read and
explain some of the bouks to the M.
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scrvanfe and ambassadors of Him who is gmplnuul-
ly called  the Prince of peace ;” our design whs not
to foment sirife and l'ebellil:m1 but to promote harmo-
ny and peace among the people. -

yWe l:ft Lingy about 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
having first made an equitable distribution of the
whole baggage amongst the men; each bearing two
small bundies at tire ends ofa bamboo across bis
shoulders. From the singular and varied equipment
of our party we had rather a grotesque appearance.
Our line of march was headed by Mr. Nairne, who
lead us on vigorously at a great rate; Mr. H. and my-
self brought up the rear. The road was at first good,
while passing through clear, cultivated, ground, but
we soon entered an extensive jungle, of which we
had heard so much, and found the difficulties of it had
not been overrated. The road hecame exceedingly
bad, slippery, and full of mud, so that we were fre-
quently up to the ancles in it. We got through this
tedious, dreary jungle about sun set, and joyfully bail-
ed the little village of Candor, where we proposed
lodging all night. Oa coming 10 the house of the
Pangulu we were told he was from home; !.he few .do-
mestics that came out were afraid to receive us into
the house. Meauwhile however we got sounie cocoa-
nuts, which were rél’rﬂhing tuo us, and bathed, and
washed our cloaths, in a«neighbouring stream. The
brother of the pangulu came and took us into the
house, and shortly after the chief himself made his
aAppearance and gave us a hospitable reception. He
laid down muts for us in the verandah, where we lud-
ged comfortab'y during the night Qur arrival evi-
dently excited a great sensation in the village; a
crowd assembled in ihe verandah, curivus to see the
“orang palih” or white people, for we were told that
a white person was a rarity which few had ever seen.
All the old men, or Elders of the village came to pay
their respects to, us when each took his seat according
to seniority, or relative dignity, the Pangulu being
next to us,

He was a loguacious, inquisitive, old man, and ex-

fremely anxious to konow the vbject of our journey,

whence we came, and the rank of each. i rst
took all three to be Rajahs and on our disclaiming
that high dignity he was still confideat that ove at
least must be a Rajah, and at length fixed on Mr,
Nairne.  Our visitors staid late and kept up the con-
versation mach louger than we wished, being wearied
with travelling and anxious for rest. -

We mustered carly in the morning and set forward
on our journey by sunrise. Afier leaving the vitlage of
Cundor the couniry assumes an inlfrfntlﬂg appear-
ance, and opens an extensive and varied prospect to
the eye of the traveller, who, if like ourselves he has

‘Been previously shut sp in deep narrow winding val.

hes, or traversing the dark shady jungle, will have a
hively relish for its beauties. Before him are a suc-
cession of gently undulating hills, cleared of jungle
a2ad apparently affording good pasturage _f,qr caltle,
and here and there on the sides a sprinkling ‘of\brusn-
wood, ur elumps of trees, equally pleasing to the rye
and grateful for their shade. Below, lies an exten-
sive valley or plain narrowing as he advances, and
kil out e sawas, or paddy grounds. Beyond Ih.m,
on the right, the long dark range of llu; Rumbo _IuIIs
fowering above all their neighbours, gives an air of
bolduess, and grandeur, to the whole scene. The coun -
try may be said to be well cultivated when we consi-
der that it is solely the work of Malays. ;

The Pangulu told us there were 100 persons in Cun-
dor. This number if referring exclusively to the vil-
f1ge seemed excessive ; from our own observation we
supposed half that number might be nearer the iru'lll,
and probably n this estimate he included the popula-
tion of the whole district which bears the same name
with the village ; and before leaving the vale of Cun-
dor (several miles in extent) we met with a few Malray
coltages, each beautifully sitnated on .I.he slope of n
hull, with a sinall plot of paddy ground just below 'It 3
these might probably supply the remaining moiety o

the whole population.

Our paﬂll “pa_i in general good, running at the f:i)ot,
or along the side, of a hill, but occasionally we had to
descend aud cross the sawas, which, in proportion to
their extent, are the most disagreeable part of l::e
whole journey to the traveller. However car;ful;y”:
piloks his way, he is almost sare to be up to the In
i mud before he gets through them, Ditches and dirty

4

At first he |

streams are now and then a small grievance to him, if
he happens not to be already wet and well plasl:rle‘d
with mud. As to bridges they are quite out v h‘ ¢
question with the Malays, except occasionally r t’lre
the stream is wide and deep, and he can conveniently
throw tree or two a across, which to him answers
cvery useful purpose. Of course we were a little s.;n_r-
prized at seeing in one place, what appearcd at a dis-
tance, a small but neat made bridge, lying ncrnt:s a
deep stream, but it proved on nearer inspection 10 ;4
tree hewn and hollowed out, forming a conduit for
conveying water from one side of the river ml:hifl 0-
ther answering equally well to the Malay for a bridge
and a slaice to irrigate his paddy fields. )

In the latter part of our journcy this morning ::;
had an hour’s walk through the jungle. The r}:j
was steep and rugged, winding along the craggy sides
of some hills, and much obstracted by ferns and c.reqll-
ers, in some parts so tangled, and matted, asha::
envelope us completely, so that occasionally we o
to walk, or ruther creep, under a grassy c‘;njn:'y. flll-
other places our way was frvqu_ently impe eThy M‘.
len trees and sometimes totally intercepted. he “’;
Yayvs never think of remuvi:; them nnd clnrmgnm
p;‘lh. but are quite contented if the_y can by al'!y :::uch
got over them; and when the way is ulmlu::l y f.u-:
ed up they will rather take twice the trouble in .
cing a circuitous path than cuat the tree and remur‘:;‘
out of the way. Occasionally fallen trees are: ‘“f"
advantage to the Traveller, we found them not u -
quently forming excellent bridges a cross a :lrca:in“
swamp. 1n this part of our journey we umle 0 .d - |:,
narrow ravine, where a huge tree had fal en su. :ui
tunately stretched itself directly across, furming a g
natural bridge.

i the Jungle
bout 10 o’clock we azain emerged from
iut: 111‘1: open couniry, and beheld with pleasure a fine |

before us, : .
::I":{ctcn;ive plain, and in the middle of it lay g:lm;
pe'.:té.ble village of Jema:n;:ong, almg:t. :l::m:o o ,-Iin
the d@se foliage of fruit trees. A e ey

f the village, was a large tank o
::-::‘:r? On descmdi:sg into the plain we were so much

Immediately beneath was a beauti-

delighted with its shady and sequestered situation,

urrounding scenery, that we re-
111::!' ette;;‘t::i (::futrhet:nt there ri‘!her tnan euhﬂ- the
s‘?lla e. Our appearance while thus ua'l'lere over,
;'hag‘mlight be called, the ¢ village gre.ehnl, :fn: u;n:;
what ladicrous, and reminded me forcibly verc‘ki‘r:d.
e O e siceyathers washing oaf clothes and
ing fir boil the rice,0 lothe
::‘:-a::::gu:lwm out inlthe sun, ﬂ&?u‘r:pro:;gh i':g“i.:
) ves were
shml? ;I:l:lel::t ‘r):::lmm the tank. 1t was l‘;ot Imﬁ
o -l roup  of the villagers were gathere rot::e
g ll:ilin;;- gazing, and wondering, what we were,
y L hile the head man was amu-ued‘of our cu:u-
e o p- o out and gave us a friendly ln?lllllg 0
]ilqg'::n;]s; aE‘We accmnplniedg‘i:\ home u:si l::: b:i::
" 1 ah. rovisio €
Ler hei::‘l mh?::l:::lda dish of riI::e with other hl:lﬁ
u!“"n tuybe set before us, amongst the rest a n:: -
|'mml' fried locusts which some of our _pauoyr -eec 4
e h This afforded a vivid illustration of sever :
tolr:::t“s. in the Sacred Seriptufes nl;:efits'l?‘r?:d ::e “o.
B i mere
- II‘Il ! c‘;o:zd're;:l::ll.l th;’ umnl,. l.he‘re was a crou.vd.
s 5 h; s-en, women, and children, stood ‘.t‘l::‘
el :m; fixed attention, for, as in uwttto“l ﬂ;
ulp.:-n,,“;e were ohjects of-curiosity, hfe"w a;n;::;“ -
g:vin; ever seen an “ Ouflg Puhulnmd - o

ol up none Seemed
r:tni;u::a ';rnm curiosity and good humour, than
A cheerful i

an old headed woman. uisitive
spirit mf-'&m, played i her mntcnuc::bile ob.
serving us conversing or eating. Most of them had
never seen bread and had fio name for it ; the common
term rotih, so familiar to Malays in all set-
tlements was to them quife unknown. On presenting
the Pangulu with part of a leaf, he and several others
eal it with apparent relish. }



The Pangulu, who was also the lmam or priest of
the village, is a plain, frank, generous hearted man, &
though like most others inquisitive about our rank,
the cause of our Joarney, &c. yet in return just as
ready and cheerful to communicate any mformation
we wished. Indeed with the exception of the Pangn-
lu of Lingy we every where met with simple, unsus.
peciing, open hearted spirit, which often surprized us,
and were treated by the chiefs with the most liberad
hospitality. Frequently we were reminded of the sim.
ple manaers and hospuable spirit of the pairiarchal
times. It is probable the Malays are greatly wronged,
through ignorance, in attributing to them (as is often
doue) a seifish, morose, cruel, and jealous, spirit. Al
lowing this to bave some measure of truth when ap.
phied 10 those who have more immediate interconrse
with Europeans, we imagine the charactcr given above
is not applicable (with some slight gquahification) to
the Malays dwelling in the nterior,

ThePangula cheerfully received a Malay Testament
after he was aware of the nature of its contents : se.-
veral others also, who could read, tonk tracts.

In parting with our Host he requested us to call
upon him on our return, & make his house onr home,
with which we cheerfully acquiesced. We set forward
about 1 o'clock in high spirits, delighted with the
prospect before ns— An open expansive and well culti-
vated vale stretching out several miles, oa either side
flanked by a ridge of gently sloping hills, partially
covered with wood, especially towards the summits,
and just above our heads on the right the dark crest.
ed range of the Rumbo hills cast a lowering aspect
upon us.

The curiosity of the natives seemed to be much
awakened on our passing through this part of (he
country, men, women and children came out of their
houses and stood by the way side gazing upon us as
we marched along, usually paying some passing coni-
pliment or makiog a few friendly inquiries, as whence
we came, whither going, what was our business.

After proceeding on vur way a couple of miles, we
heard three guns fired in sucession somewhiere in the
heights above on the right ; some of our party 1ina.
gined the Pangulu of Rumbo had heard of our arrival,
and jealous of our intrusion into the countey used this
stratagem to alarm and deter us from proceeding |
however we still weut on undismayed. A little way
further we met a Malay coming down with two mus.
kets upon his shoulders ; this might not improbably
be another part of the ruse de guerre, if inleed we
were right in our conjeciures, but as we met with uo
opposition in any part of our future journey, our sus.
picions on  this occasion might be wholly unfounded.
This firing might only be a triple salute m bouor of
young prince we had just seen on Lis way home

Alter traversing a while the right side of the valley
we crossed a broad swampy sawa and afterwards had
a pleasant walk down the other side.  The aspect ob
the country is beantiful aud picturesque, the sides of
the hills partially clothed with irees and shrabs, now
and then thrown by nature, with a sors of careless cle.
gance, o groves and lawns. Had there been caitle
or sheep brewsing above as, or decr reposing under
the shade of the trees, to give spirit and life to the
scene, imagination might have fancied herself looking
upon some lovely landscape in our native country
Here and there we passed a respectable Malay dwel-
bing (or farm house) surrounded by a tall, and close,
pagger for protection agamst wild beasts, which lurk
1 the covert of the neighbouring jungles,

Ah! when shall the whole of this larze peninsula
present the same lovely features as those we bave just
been contemplating. The eye looks with delight om
thise smiliog feriile vales,but on taking & wore ample
view how sickening the contrast. Oa all sides scarcely
auy thing meets the eye but a vast waste of dreary is
hospitable Jungle, shronding almost the whole coua-
try in the length and the breadth of it. Those few
cultivated patches afford a pleasing specimen of what
the whole country would become if properly cleared
Tlcre is perhaps too much sameness of a smooth wav -

Tag outlive perhaps runoing through the whole peuin -
sula, and less diversity of scenery than a fastidious
taste requires, yet taken in the whole, few countries
would surpass it in loveliness and so eminently comn-
bine the “utile dulci.,” If destitute of those romantic
aad bolder features which characterize the tugged
mountains and glens in Seotland, and Wales, it may

perhaps rival them in the softer and milder beauties
of hills and dales.

-svoner or |

The eye that bas surveyed with rapture the vales of
Clwydd_ and Llaungollen, in Wales, or that of Loch Lo-
mond in Scotland, will not lose all its fire wign con-
tefaplating some of (he sequestered aand fruiifa valleye
of the Malay peninsula. Such scenes of rural beaut
are indeed rare, and only specks upon the whole sur.
face of the country, yet let us not despair of vne da
sceing the veil completely removed, and all the hid-
den beauties of its face fully disclosed. Let the mocat
wilderness first be diligently coitivated, and the pre-
cious seed of divine truth sown in the hearts of the
prople, and then the culture of the natural wilderpess
will follow as a uecessary consequence. Our own an-
cestors, the ancient Britons, were once as rude and
superstitious as the Malays, and of a more ferocious
spirit, and Britain was theo sterile and overrun wit
vast forests, but when the light and blessings of Chris.
Uanity visited (he shores of our native isle, peace, or-
der and industry followed in train, and the land soon
became lovely and fruitful. And a brighter day ie
already dawning upon this dreary benighted countr '3
let the friends of teuth only be steadfast and difigent
in following up those labours of love they have 50 aus.-
piciously begun, and a rich blessing from above wiil

er make them abundantly fruitful.



