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THURSODAY, 7ra MARCH,
v A
Accounts frem the E st Coast of the Pe-
Ninsuia mention that a scarcity of Rue
prevails at the Jdillerent states situated on
it.——the consequence,probably, of the late
Sia.uese wvasion, or ol the late failure of
the grain crop in Siam.  We abserve that
thiree vesseis have lately proceeded up that
coast with large quantines of rice, and
other merchantable com nouaities, for whieh
profitable retarns i produce, are expeeted.
We are glad (o see tuat suca aiven-
tures are male, masmuch as they tend to
open a beun fial direct intercourse with
the Mulayan States on the coast, and to
atfford their mhabitan's some confi tence
and encourazement i their comnmercial
pursuits. It is weil known that these states
migat soon be made to abiuad with the
most valuabie productions, such as .guld-
dust. tin, pepper, cotiee tvory. e, if only
proper protection were ¢iv -n them against
the rapacity of their Siamese oppressors,
and 1t also the occasional avarice and extor-
tion of their vwn despotic rulers. could be
gunarded agawnst.  The above articles are
brought here, even now, in consutcrabie
guantities, by native craft, aml we are !uld
several new pepper and coflee plantations
have lately been opened, principally at
Tringanu.the present raler of which place
is said to be an intelhgent aud enterpris-
ing man
If the Datch continue to harbour the de-
sigu of subjugating the whole of Suwatra,
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(or so much of it as they con) ard of cutting
off the commercial intercourse which exists
béetween this Settlement & the independent
States on the east side of Sumatra,contrary
to the Treaty, of 1824, —the MalayanPenin-
sula, (nommally under the protection of
the British ) might soon be rendered so
productive in the very articles obtained
from Sumnatra, as to cause the loss, after
som= time, to be hittle felt.  This 15 well
worthy the consideration of the British G-
vernment, as we have every reason to be-
lieve that theIYiten seriously emeriain swch
mtentions as we weation. I would require
but a few ficin words of rem instrance to
prevent the dastardly Siame<e irom making
such another savage mvasion as they per-
petrated lately on the Peninsula—while tue
“erooked policy,” whic . has nitherto actu-
ated ihe proceedings of the Straits Govern-
ment n thewr con hict towards the Muay g
wiho are appareatly treafe {wit: mach su-
pereihon ness, (when compared W.tu our
noble a'lies the Siamese 1) should be abun-
doned for . more iberal aud e wpright
one, attended with a mach kuidlier dispo-
sitton towards them thun has heretotore
existed.

To the harsh conduct and cruel oppres..
gions, of Eiropeans in former times, and
mdeed,in some degree also at later periods,
we m.y trace the cause of the numerous pi-
racies which disgrace the Malay character.
Let only proper inducements be hel.! out
to them.to become industrious, so that their
former confi ience may be regained, and
stimulated by the example of the numerous
Chinese lubourers who are seitled at the
didterent mines anl plantations in the PPe-
masala, they will prove to be—" a people

more sinned against than siwninyg.”




