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A curious circumstance occarred lately
at Lingiz wear Mualacca, which came to
our knowledze some short time since, but
which we were uawilling to notice until
we obtained wmore particular information
on the subject from Malacca.

We mentioned in a preceding number,
published in January last, (see No. 5, pre-
sent year,) that a tax of three dollars the
bahar, or a dollar the picul, had been im-
posed by Rasap Auui and SEYD SaBaN,
(two worthies of that 11k ) on all tin export-
ed from the Mines at Lingie. A quantity
of that metal had been parchazed from the
Rajab Mooda of Lingie, by HOOTKEE, a
Chinese merchait residing at Malacca,
previous to the imposition of the above
tax, at a fived price; and beinz anxious
to obtain it, the above merchant sent the
brig Catharine to Lingie, to have the tin
conveyed to Malacca. The vessel, we un-
derstand, was well-armed, and had on
board, a mock commissioner, (a discharged
Dutch soldier) “ dressed up as a civilian,”
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with a fictitious interpreter. and one or two
other “fizhting characters.” Seyd Saban,
seeing a square-rigged vessel coming up
the river, so equipped, quitted s fort or

stockade,and fled inland ; but after 90 ba-

hars of the tin had been shipped, he re-
turned and demanded the tax from the su-
percargo, (a Chinaman, we believe) who
refused paying it, and referred him to the
owner of the tin, Hootkee. Seyd Sa-
ban then mildly requested the supercarzo
to pay him as much of the tax as he pleas-
ed!—which was likewise refused by the
latter, who required Seyd Saban to exhi-
bit his right to levy such an unusual im-
post.  The latter produced a document,
written in Malayan characters and having
two seals attached to it, which paper, he
saud, had been given to him by the English
Authorities as a reward or compensation
tor lus valuable interference in the Nauning
War. The Catharine shortly after re-
turned to Malacca with ber cargo, follow-
ed by Seyd Saban. who immediately com-
plained to the Governmeut against the su-
percargo, The Resident sent for the lat-
ter. & required him to give two securities
for 500 Dollars each, to appear at the next
Criminal Session, along with one or two
principals concerned in the above transac-
tions ;—“then & there” to stand their trial,
betore a Jury ,—on what indictinents charg-
ed. we have not heard.

[t appears, however, that on the arrival
of the Governor, at Malacca, a few days
after, the security-bond was ordered tu be
destroyed, as the tramsaction had oceur-
red beyond the jurisdiction of the Court
of Judicature. Thus the afiair rests at
present.

The power which the Malacea Autho-
rities have exercised in this case. in in-
vesting Seyd Saban and Raojali Alije, with
rights and privilo ges, which they them-
seives have no claim or title to, and con-
sequently icapable  of conferring
on others,—seems to us to be a very ex.
traord vary one.  Theve may be some
ancient document empowering them, the
Matacea authorities. to interfere in such
malters, but ne question much the exis-
teuce of it The precedent, however, is
bad; ana in this cuase mjurious ; as the
sanctioning ol so exorbitant an unpost-
tion as one dollar per pical, must tend,
ese long, unless modilicd, to render the
mines unproductive, when they, of course,
will be ab.undoned by the miners. Suach
are the rewards of a shortsighted and
avaricions polics.
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Another circamstance has ocenrred
lately at Malacea, wineh is worthy of no-
tice. A letter dated the Gth instant, in-
forms us that a Malay prow came into the
river. afew days previously, from Bats.
Barrah (m Sumatr.) bringing six slaves,
—three women, and three children—also
some paddy and rice. The Naguodah,
“untortunately " —according to our cor-
respondent. but tortunately in our opinion,
—met with the Constable, and not know-
ing him, offerred for sale, a woman and her
cluld, for 50 dolars ; the Constable struck
a bargaiu, in presence of a witness, and
having reported the atlair to a Magistrate,
the Naquodah was committed to prison.
As the prisoner will wmost probably, be
tried soon, for piracy, under which head
his erime must be placed, we will not
make any observations that may be pre-
Judicial to the case. We only hope that,
it he be found guilty, the Court will in-
flict the severest punishient allowed by
toe law for such a critiie 3 as we have rea
son to fear a practice still prevails both at
tins Settlement. and at Malacea. among
natives, of purchasing slaves from native
vessels,  Anp example s therefore much
required  to put a stop to this most ne-
latious tratlic,  The conduct of the Con-
stable on tire 2bove oecasion, so ditlerent
to that ot former constables w hom we
have heard of, is deserving of the com-

mendation of every lover of bumanity and
Justice,




