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SINGAPORE DUTY QUESTION.

We are glad to find the Siagapore Chroni-
cle at last joining with us in * fulminations”
against port duties at this place, and lifting |
up his voice to scare away the ominous mis-
chief. Our eontemporary seems, however, to
think it a hopeless task o write any thing on
the subject which would ecver .be likely to
meet the desired attention from the authori-
ties. Probably enough he is quite right. But
as for ourselves we had not certainly been
writing upon that question in the hop: of

. making any great impression upon UGovern-
ment by our argnments against the measare,

The organs of authority are seldom very acute
when the veice is raised against taxation of |
any kind, present or to come, and we did not
expect to find them less obtuse on the present
occasion. Qur remarks were inteaded for the
consideration of the public, of which we be-
lieved ourseives expressing the general opini.
on, respecting the imposition ol any datics at
this port, while we were in_expectation ol their
very soon manifesting, in due forin, theirown
sense of the injurious tendency of such a mea-
sure. If we were, ourselves, to Point ot or
specify any particular course of proceeding
on the part of the public with respect to this
measure, it wonld be that a deputation of the
merchants should, in the first place, be appoin.
ted to wait on the authorities requcsiing
to know the preeise hatare of the duties pro-
posed to be levied, and thereby enable the
public, at any meeting that might ensue, to c:-
press, in distifict terms, their views of th: pro-
bable or certain effect of such duties upon
our trade., Thefe would, we imagine, be no
objection on the part of thie local governmeont
to comply with such a request, and give the
information required; and, from the advan-
tages and facilities which, in many respects,
such a course presents, we think it perhaps
thie most advisable that could be pursued.

With respect to the mercliants contribating
to the expense of maintaining a steamer for
the * suppression of piracy in the straits,” as
suggested by our contempnrary, we think the
proposal involves a commautatioan of duties
which will be very little relished and, basides
the other manifest objections which we think
exist to such a scheme, it is not from piracy
in the straits that our native trade materially
sutfers. ’

It seems to be beyond all question the ge-
neral opinion here tKat the imposition of du-
ties will have the certain effect of dininishiag
the native trade, which, in the absence of il
protection, and in spite of piracy, has, ap to
the present time, been goiug on increusing
altho’ there can be little doubt that it would
have been muth more extensive, but {or the
prevaleace of piratical habits and practices
in these seas. 1fthis opinion is at uli indica-
tive bf the event, it would follow that protec-
tior to that branch of our commerce, based
upon a system of duties, wouid be mther an
injury than a beuefit; and that, theseloze,
considered purely in 2 _commercial point of
view, it would be mueh betteg to Jeave mat-
ters as thiey stand. But then, it will be said,.
and with what justice no one il demys tmt’
humanity requires that Sﬂﬁ‘;t reek shanld be
appiied to the effusion of fimtn Ylood, to the

_detestable buicheries, which never fail torge-

—_———

nioqn such a sysiem of de ation., But’
‘-ﬂm‘:’:\fe of humniity fs 1ot the cause of Sin-
apore alone, nor ought any such argument
NE uséthin order ring a pitiful revense

) our trade, a which, if it help to

| .

d.in orie way, is sure 10 prodm:}el imjury
ther. eimplgvment of such means
h an 30& is J;ﬁly worthy
ernment which represents in the east
a nation which has so well asserted its right
to lead the van in the cause of humanity,
and which the miost_powerful haval
wﬁ-&rﬁgernm We should Jike
very much to'know what all’ his Majesty's
ships in this part of the world are doing at
station$ as Caleutta, Madras, Bombay
‘and Trincomalee, where there is nevera pir
10 be seen.’ How dov the b ‘ .a;y
find full employment, or is 4t N g (
by ey .dt';é{FI o n“:?l:; Y
where an w i3 now ever
s n& occasi ‘ong of hiis

A
sen ? ‘Tt we have occasionally one
e e war cruiting up and dowo

In a former nu’;nber we promised to inq
whetlier this place”was not already pt
enough without farther taxation, to entit 1
to- protection against piracy, but we willy
‘suspent. our observations on that subject un-
til our next number, when we shall be able
to lay before our readers anthentic statements
of the Revenue and Expenditure ofthe settle-
ment. .



