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ExrraorpiNary Murper ox Tie Hica Seas—~The fol-
lowing is from the Liverpool Standaril,” Messts. Heyworth aud
Co. owners of the vessel on board of which the murder was com-
mitted while puvsuing her voyage off the ccast of Java, have com-
municated tha following deposition 1=—~We, the undersigned, ymns-
ter, officers, and crew of: thig barque Rossendale, dpdeolare that, on
Monday, April 6, 1883, at two A,M., WO were disturbed.from onr
sleep by our seaman, John Lax, ing aft, gnd calling out that
he had been stabbed by the Diack vho had come on board
from the Arab ship on the 4th instant. ¥ hen we came'to Him he
was on the poop, bleoding profusely from three wounds in hisright
shoulder. . Ha said that, while lying aslecp on the forecastle; he was
awnkened by a person stubbing him in.the arm, and. before he could
defend himself, be had recejved twa other s the armn; but
hie no sooner got on his feet than he saw the un from him,
and jump overboard from the larhoard cathe 1lcommenced
4 strict suarch, when it was discovered that tl - had murdered
two of our crew, John Mean, seaman,, and neis. Richardson,
apprentice. Richarddon was on the starhoard side of the.quarter-
deck, and had, no doubt, come aft to raise an alarm; byt havitig
had the windpipe cut through, and a decp stab in the left breast,
fie was not able to'call out, and must have died with the loss of
blood instantanebusly. John Mean had his throat cut in adreadful
state; a piece, apparently, being scooped out of his ‘neck, so that
he must bave-died as saon as the deed had been committed.. We
found on the fgrecastle, about where Lax Jast saw the Malay, a
knife, belonging to one of the seamen, covered with.bload—a lang,
sharp-pointed pocketisknife; and that was the instrument that the
Maldy must have committed the murders with, ns the breadth of
the blade was exactly the-size of the woundson Lax’s shoulder. At
daylight, we made sxiother search, but could find no traco of.the
murderer, nor has he been geen since; Lax saw him jump over-
board, so that he must have drpwned himself, in. our supposition.
As there was no bont or vessel of any sort in sight gt the time, we
cannot form any idea’ what cquid-‘ha‘ve heen his motive for so out-
yageous an act: there had been no quarrel between' him and any
other person, but, on the contrary, he hiad alwgys been used with
thq.greatest kindness by gvery ong singe hie came;on .board, which
was on the 4th inst , in a very singular manner. A large Arabship

that left Sourabaya the same time that we'did, angd which, we nu-
derstand was bound to Batavia, beinga light ship, and there being
ligtle wind, she got 2 or 3 milesahead of us. We'discovered that
wa-came:up 1o her very fast, and thdt she was befoie the wind just
on the weather bow, "It being dask; we thought we:sliould:go to
~avindward before we came close; buf, on-ngaring near, found that
she had her topsails down oni the cap, althougl) there was no appear-
ance of nny sqoall, and was lying in asingular manner for a vessel
working to windward. We hailed her, and desired her'to make sail
and haul to the wind, or ‘we should'be foul'of her. We, after huil-
ing. three times, received no answer, but we 1 to.wearito get
clear of her: we then discovered that th who has been
gll'"i.? of these putrageous murders, was on the head, and ne.cloth-
ing on except 8 handkerchief tied below his breast, "T'he captain

ordered him’to besesrched; buttherewis no weapon found on him.

, The ship boing by daylight a long 'way:te windward, end'not'seem-
ing to notice us, we were not able to:send him on board,'and no
person being eble to interpret the Japguage, we cauld not
ascertain from him why orhow he had left his ship. While she was
{n siglit we saw that he scemed very gareful- to keep oup ‘of view
from her; and, if we poiuted'to the ship, and madesignsof sénding
him-on hoard, he-appeared much distressed, and would lay down
ondetk to imitnte sleep, draw-his hands across ‘his:threat, jumpup
sndttenly and throw highands aver the ship’s sides, su-that we can-
cluded he bag been badly used, and was in danger of having his
throut cut in his sleep, and thrown overboard, occurrences not un-
common on board ships of that description, manned partly by Ma-
laysand partlytry Arabs: ‘I'he captain allowed him toremain, asthere
was:no help for.it, the ship never coming within-hail again. Since
we hud Jost sight of her, he appesred:quite pleased and:in high spi-
rits ; she following day he-came aft of his own accord «nd delivered
up to the captain-a small. kpife and jork, which we suppose he
frust have secreted in the head on his first cothtng on board.




