PIRACY.

The Malayan Archipelago has been long
noted as the haunt of pirates, so much so
that with many pegsons, a Malay and a pi-
Tate are synoninh s terins, The m.p'_ %
mation of this region, being iz o--ut foi=
merous islands, which . 3 = avided iuto nu-

arca of such vagggy, are distributed over an

onthesd © Lod unciviized inhabitants who live
D" auores, and lurk in the nunierous evecks,
o 3tected by mangrove jungie, to wayla

and prey on the peacetul teader; aud it
| is well that these marauders, tho' treacherous
and rapacious, are, at the same time, inuosent
and uventerprising, as otherwise thiese seas
would be impassabie for the general ciass of
traders who frequent them. It is to be re-
marked that those tribes who foliow agricul-
ture or commerce as regilar pursuits—sich
as the native of Java,—portivus of Suwma-
tra,—Borneo,—Celebes,- and the Maiayan
Peninsula, are not addicted to piraey; whiie
the idle and least industrious, who ap ear 1o
have no other means of subsistence than fish-
ing, are the most wotorious fur their depre-
daticns. Among these latter, are the n-
habitants of several islands in our viciy—
the Carimons, Pulo Soojee, Timiang, Ga-
lang, Moro, Sekana, all which belong to tie
Bintang and Lingin groupes—~Pulo Tingih

off the E. coast of the Peninsula, and severai |
petty places an the coast, such as Johore und
Pirates prevail also at the norti- |

Kemaman.
e entrance of the Malacea straits, fre-juent-
ing the Sambhilans, Dindings, Arroa und
otEer islands. They are to be found also in
the straits, principally about Salengore and
Lingie, and not unfrequently they lurk about
Puz:w Pisung and Cocob. ere is another
class of pirates, distinct from and more en-
teiprising and formidalle than Malays, who
likewise infest these parts—the Iilanoon or
Lanun—a race inhabiting the Sooloo groupe,
between Borneo and the Philippines. These
extend their predatory excursions as far as
the Spice Islands, to the eastward, and the
Straits of Malacea to the westward, during
the favorable monsoons. They are said to
possess establishments, not far hence, one
at Ritti, near Indragiri in Sumatra, and ano-
ther on an islagd close to Lingin. Tie Ma-
layan piratie us are generally from 6 1o
8 tons burden, from 50 to 60 feet in length,
and ele¥en to 13 in breadth ; they commouly
carry one or (wo smi geguns, 3 or 4 rantakas
or brass swivels, witi a crew of 20 to 30
men, who are armed with spears, krises, and
often with muskets. They have likewise a
fence called ampelan, made ot thick plank,
and piaced across the fore part of the boat,
behind which they fire their guns, and shelter
themselves when attacked. The Illanoon pi-
rates have boats, manned generally by
40 to 80 men, and carry a proportionate num-
ber of guns and arms.

are more

1

t2 the rude »-* 18- cxtent, attords secure means *

|
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merciful from interest dispose of Ithein as

slaves, at native - _ g

This systemn J'pimy, it is well known, is
upheld aad encouraged by most of the Malay-
an chiefs and rajahs who hold territory on
the sea coasts. Far from considering it a
crime to be pirates, they practise piracy as a
praisewonhy%ccupation? aI:Ld furnish the boats
and means of offence to their feudal vassals
“who carry home the prizes, to be shared with
their princes; they also shelter the boats of
other chiefs. On this subject Sir STaMFORD
Rarrrres, in a letter to Lord Mixto, writes :
( Memoirs, p. 78.)

“ Of the prevalence of Piracy on the Malay coast,
and its being regarded as an honorable occupation,

of being followed by young princes and no-
bles, I have already had ozmysoion to speak. This is
an evil of ancient date and which has struck deep in
Malay habits. The old Malay romances, and the
fragments of their traditional history, constantly refer
to piratical cruizes. In addition to the cases which
I have already enumerated, it may be proper to add,
that the state of the Eastern po?ulatinn and the in-
tolerant spirit of the religionof Islam, have eminently
tended to increase the practise. The Arab Sheikhs &
yads, whatever doctrines they failed to inculcate,
did not neglect the propagation of one,—the merit of
plundering and massacreing the infidels ; an abomi-
nable tenet, which has tended more than all the rest
of the Alcoran, to the propazation of this robber-re-
ligion. Numerous and various are the tribes of the
Eastern Isles which have not embraced the relizion
of Islam to this day, aud consequently are reckoned
infidels. All the great nations of the continent are in
the same predicament as the Siamese, Cochin-Chi-
nese, and Chinese themselves. Cruizes against the
infidels were, and are, constant ly certain of receiving
the approbation of all the Arab teachers settled in
the Malay countries. The practise of piracy, how-
ever, is now an evil too extensive and formidable to
be cured by reasoning and must, at all eveuts, be
put down by the suong hand ; though precautions
against its recurrence may be taken in the system
which shall be adopted with requrd to the ] Lilay
states, by rendesing every chieftain answerable for
his own territory, and punishing, in an exemplary
manner, refractory chiefs.”

Much has been written and <)oken regard-
ing the best means of suppressing  so great
an evil as the existence of these pests. Al
med boats rigzed like Malayan prahus, and
steamers have been recommended Irequent-
ly—but Government have acted no further
on these suszestions than stationing, not sip
armed native boats as it ouzht to have done,
but—one, ateach of the Straits Settlements—a
paltry armament worse than uscless, as a pub-
lic expense is incurred for a thing move likely,
when acting singly, to be captured by, than
to capture pirates, and which, except when
emploved as a despatch-boat seldom leaves
its mooring in the river for months together,
Were there a fleet of 10 or 12 such, to sail
in detachments, and act conjointly when re-
quired, they would prove of great utility.
That a naval armament for the protection of
our native trade is indispensably necessa;

-

there can be no do“b"#ut the British In..
dian Government pleacs inability to support

‘1 e par ¥ . . .
sach “_',t;}ﬂ,;..i saddling this Port with duties!

a yery < 3 . .
..;rgt' extraordinary cure, indeed, for piricy,

more  which has been left to the wisdomn and dis-

'JJ' down.

interestedness of our present rulers to devisa!
We have alréady shewn whit means the Go-
verninent virtually possesses for the sapport

m.:.' ent—an all now
merely advert to one or two points bearing

on this subject, which we think worthy of
notice.

Besides the causes we have already assigned
for the prevalence of piracy, namely, pregudice
azainst infidels and the barbarous unecivilised
condition of most of the sefwring Malays, we
must add the deep-rooted recollaction of the
cruelty and oppression practisad by early Eua-
ropean settiers towards the natives of paris of
the Archipelago, the infamy of which still
renders their descendants, most of whom are
as vet unmacquainted with the present character
of Ewopeans, distrastful enemies of all white
neonle. It is pleasing to reflect, on the other
hand, that though piracies still prevail to a

great extent, many places formerly noted as |

the resort of pirates have now become tradinz

norts of tolerable repute, the rajahs finding it

their bast policy to be honest and to discoar-

are piracy. Among these we may enumerate

Tringanu, Calantan, Pahang, Borneo Pro-

per, and Lingin, go erned by their own chiefs

—hzsides those places now directly under the

control of either the Dutch or English—such

a3 Singapore, Rhio, Pulem&aug, Sambas,

Pontianak, Passier, and Banjarmassin, the

native chiefs of which were once deeply con-

cemed in piracies. Mach of thisimprove-

ment, may ba attribated, fairly, to the esta-
blishment of Singapore, as a free Port, where
the productions of these places have found
a ready market, and the natives in return have
been able to supply theic common wants and
even learned to acquire artificial ones, the in-
troduction of which has ever been known to
lead to civilizat'on, and proved a stimulus to
industry amongst barbarians. 1In this lizht,
Commerece becomes a benefactress, and with
a benevolent and wise government should he
encouraged always and bv every means.
Whether the imposition of puTIEs in a port so
peculiarly sitnated as Singapore—the only
place in these regions to which the natives
have ever been enconraged to resort freely,
(a privilege thev have as frecly availed them-
selves of—) is likely 10 effect  this important
aim, we leave to our readers to decide. We
should seriously consider before allowing du-
ties to be imposed, to the certain injury and
decrease of our native trade, whether we are
not taking the surest step to inercase the
evil to be abo'ished, by strangling the incipi-
ent trade of native ports, and compe fling those
who are but just beginning to see the advan-
tages of being honest and industrious, to re-
vert to their ancient course of barbarous ra-
pive. The Duteh, by their exclusive and op-
pressive system of trade, have created more
pirates, than they have ever been able to put

Mr. Crawfurd in an Essay lou Pﬁ b~
lished in one of the earlimnumb?ncyo the

Singapore Chronicle, and to which we arejn.
debted for many suggestions'in Writing gt
article, very properly says : o 't'
““ The encouragement of industriou8 hakiy :
le will afford the- surest means of'e&::' ‘:
great a good—(the suppression of piracy.) Ths cyy
only be effected, as far as we are congemed by
affording them a ready and free market for 'M"P'o-
ducul;lm By such meau;l:, and which are now f,.
tuna in operation, most respectable
their ozm mmuniﬁes become mnot less iy, —
than ourselves in suppressing piracy, and are
made our natural allies. As ﬁl:u:s{omem l,g:,}'::
ful, it will be enough to say that the pirates are now
in a manner hemmed in by European establishne,
more active and numerous than ever existad in §
seas before, and that no act of iracy ®ught 10 bs
henceforth overlooked, but be lb?lowed Sooner o
later Ly inevitable punishment from one or other
the Eu n Governments. VY  contribytig,
might be levied on Native princes boring notorigys
pirates and the haunts of some of these vagabonds
should be destroyed by way of example. Towardy
any effective plan of operations it will be neces
that the Furopean Governments act in concert, gy
bave a thorough understandicg with €ach” giher
Were the pirates, during a moderate period, perting.
ciously and systematically harassed on the principla
nOw proj » industry at the same time rendered
beneficial, the sicn of a pirate would becoga
hazardous and discreditable, and industry and
trade become honorable andPprevalent in Proportiog,”

The Treaty of 1824, made by Engianq

with Holland, engages that both Pi)wersoslu(l
** concur effectually in repressify piracy i,
-these seas.” Why has this exeellent provi-
sion never been acted upon ? By making con.
mon cause with the Dutchagainst pirates, much
good might be effected. With the means y
the disposal of the Br.tish Indian Goverament
raised by the revenue of this seltlementa!one’
a steamer and several armed boats coyjq he'
employed,—conjointly with the Rhio boats,
which furnish an example of activity,—in
cruising  about the neighbouring seas,
destroying the known haunts of pirates, and
punishing refeactory chiefs who may continua
to encourage and harbor picaies,

It is hizh time, in short, that somethine
effective should be done—considering (l,a
fearful catalogue of murders und rapiuem hich
from time to time has been published lere,
besides nnmerous athers, the reports of which
have barely reached us,—the apathy witlywlicl,
our government has hitherto treated so impor-
tant a subject is most disgraceful, to indi, i-
duals as well as to the nation, and it will re.
quire much energy to redeem that character
for dizsinterested humanity which the English
have so well acquired and deserved elsewhere,

o

The metcorological observations
publish below, shew that during the last
month, the fall of rain was 207 inches,
:J‘lm‘-. we are informed, by the oldest scttlers
in the coioni, i3 the hea iest rain that has oc.
curtet Guring the time of their residence here,
and its long continuance has had the effect
of injuring our roads and overflowing a great
portion of the lands that have been selected
by some enterprising individuals for the pur-
poses of cultivation; but we hope that this
circumstance will not prove disheartenin.,
as the inundation was of very short duration
and not of a nature that could have much
it:f'ured any agricultural speculation connect-
ed with the Furopean market, and a similar
fall of rain is not much to be dreaded when
it Ias ouly occurred once after
of 17 years.
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