| at the mere plaasure of the fudian Government, and

' force, she is not allowad 1o devive  that Laoefit and

PIRACY IN THE STRAITS-

In laying the accompanying extract of a letter be-
fore our readers, we must again ask for what pur-
pose have his majesty’s vessels of war been sent to
this country ! It is quite clear they are but of little
service. Sometime ago piracy in the Straits was
seldom heard of, and when it was, it was only at-
tempted on that small description of boat or vessel
which is to be seen trading from wone islaud to the
other. Repeated suceesses on a sinall scale have
made those lawless rascals bold, and they now do
not hesitate at attaciing vessels of the largest class.
It is time decisive measurcs were taken. 1lis ma-
jesty's vessels ought to he sent about their busiuess,
and a considerable inciease t> the Lndian Navy be
made. The lodian Governmeut has a direct inter-
estin suppressing piracy in the lIudia Seas# and
would take and at once the nost effictual means to
crushi it were the means withiu their power. A Bri-
tish admiral Lias no such interest, and when his aid
is needed, le is not at band to afford it. We are
aware I, M.?en‘.y'; vessels cauvot be dispensed with

more the pity "tis so.  But it is unjust towards In-
dia that while shie is made to pay for this auxiliary

security from it which the amount expended would,
if under her own guidance and control, secure to her,
We sav this is unjust, wind a sacriticing of her inter-
ests to state policy.  India therciore owes 1t 1o her.
celf to remonstrate against this misuse and wmisap-
Jdication of her means, and disregard 1o her interests,
Ve have no hesitation in saying that had the con-
troul of those matiers been left to the Tndia Goveen-
ments, and they allowed 10 bave an increased nav
of their owvn (which tie money they pay to His Mu-
jeaty’s vesaels wgu!d well aliow to have) not even
the name of pirate would now be heard of ia those
channels of wrade. _

A further proof of the total uselessness of his ma-
jesty's vessels for the purposes for which they are
required in this country, is 1o be found in the mea-
s:iwes now proposel 1o be taken by the Sing:
(iovernment for the suppression of piracy. Trade is
in such a state of insecurity in Singapore, owing to
t1e daily increasing numbers and boldness of those
pirates, that a tax is to be levied for the purpose of
providing the Government with the meuns of pro-
tecting ity 1fthis is the case in  Singapore, Bombay,
Madras, and other commercial stations will soon
raquire to do the same, and t'wus they will have w0
pay a double tax for the pecformance ofa duty
which, hal the Indian Government the control as
they ought to have, would be well and effcctually
done in payment of a single tax.

About a month ago we noticed the attack made
on the Ludy Grant of Bombay while on her passage
1o China with a valuable cargo of opinm. The in-
stance we now record took place about the same
spot as that of the Lady Grant. The vessel (dnna)
al;:o belongs to Bombay, and had on board a very
valuable freight cousisting of Dollars and Sycee.
There is little doubt that a complete colony or com-
munity of these buccaneers is to be 0i some
of those islands. Unmntil active measures are takea
to hunt thuse lawless characters down, we would
strougly advise all commanders of vessels from this
po:t, and all owners and undarwriters to see that the
vessels are all properly mauned and armed; and
perhaps they may take a hint from the muster roll
of fighting men which the Lady Grant exhibited;

her crew, with the emegtion of six Furopean sailors,
consisted of lascars, and those six Furo, hom
S

the ofticers and Commander were all w
fight, the others having taken themselves to more
l-d;z.hall cases, we think some

secure gnarters,
four or five Eu Sailors on htm_-dn country

ship would be aun acquisition of importance, whether
m{)oimagunaguh«apin_u, or del'utu:cmadi-
pations of enemies of a more insidious Hpti
we mean those men wlnwmld not heunuhm

‘made on

‘Mm..kn&. o » . ‘
The following is the extraet: v 4
¢ We narrowly escaped being boarded by a Malay, |

Prao of Pules Jarra: ily we saw him during the

day, and the whole of our arms, It was a
large Prao witha low boat nearly her own length
towing astern, and she followel us the whoie of the
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day, either making or shortening sail to keep in com-
pany with us. It was with the boat she had astern
she made the attempt, and it was close to us before
seen. We fired one of our carmnades at the boat
double shotted, when she immediately pulled away

in an opposite direction. The object in having a
boat of the above description is to fill her with men,
Itis like-

and.board vessels during the night.
Iy,hdwamueentheg'min the day, which kept
us on the alert when night came on, the boat would
have been alongside before we could see it as the
night was dark.’ L
nder t circumstances, and until some bet-
ter security is offered, we would recommend all
shi valuable cargo such as opium, to be
largest class vessels, as no attempt has
yet been made by those pirates, nor is it likely they
will as yet make an attempt on vessels which they
may su are well pre to receive them.
The vessels already attacked were brigs.—[ Bombay
Gazette, Aprl2.] Englisiman, Apri;sl
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