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We are %lud to perceive ' that, while
geveral of our contemporary Journals of
the Presidencies are deptecating the pre-

and its injurious operation on our trade,
the advan of Singapore as a Free
port are neither overlooked nor undeira-
ted, and that the proposed scheme of le-
vying duties at thisSettlement, under the
specious pretext of providing a fund for
the suppression of piracy, meets with al-
most general condemuation. When Go-
sernment is understood to contemplate
such a measure it is natural enough for
the Bomday Courier to enquire, “ Where
are all our ships of war? Upon what are
they employed that they cannot be spar-
ed for this duty 2 - It does certainly ap-
pear_singular enough that Government
should menace the trade of this Settle-
ment with a tax for our protection aguinst
 piracy, while the people of India are pay-
ing £6Q,000 per annum to his Majesty’s
Government ‘for the mere presence of a
few ships of war in the Indian Seas ;—
a sum more than double the annual a-
mount of duties which, under the sche-
dule submitted by the local authorities,
| could be expec to be raised here'—
We have before remarked that the oc-
casional visits of a ship of war to the
Struits, however actively engaged, prove
no effectual check to acts of prracy.
The Commanders of these vessels, be they
ever 5o willing to exert themselves, are all
under the order of a superior officer, re-
siding at a distance from the scene of
their operations, whose order for their
attendance in some distant quarter where
a pirate is a miracle, must be obeyed,
uo matter on what beneficial dut
vice it may find them employed. - “ In-
struetions to attend the Admiral,”—in all
probability to  be dispatched on some
trivial errand, or in search of a treasure
freight—service for anglll woman,—are to
nterrupt ind take pr ceofevery other
call. rVe ‘presume it was in obedience
o some such mandate that, a few months
ago H. M. sloop of war Rose was sum-
moned wway from Penang, leaving the
Straits full of pirates, from whose posi-
| tion herself and boats were compelled
(toretreat. It is true that the Wolf ar-
tived in time to supply her place, but
litc events had shewn that pirates were
sometimes formidable enough to require
two vessels of war to be employed against
them; and instead of having another ves-
sel to sapply her place, -it is obvious the
Rose ough_t to have remained for the pur-
§ OF co-operation. The Wolf which
iad been for some weeks so actively employ-
e, we have lately seen called away tﬂ’f:r
dras for the sole purpose of laying in a store
of provisions (which could have been s0 casily
supplied bere) leaving the work on which she
bad been eng-n.%ed only halfbegun ; & there is
"ot now a single vessel out of all H.Majesty's
vaval force m the In
*pot where they are really wanted, or where
they can be of any use—excepting to them-
schves. Tt is true that the *auri sacra Sfa-
mes” is not likely to be a
occupation as Malay
we thing it a pity that

1e_paltry considera-
Y00 of some pickings from specie-ficights
should outweigh those of a so much better
Order, among our ships of war on the Indian
station, even when the profit, or the distine-
tion attending the service, is perhaps neither
of them a suitable or commensurate return for
Vs fatigues.—What there is to prevent the
Supreme Government from calling upon His
lajesty’s ships of war in India to render as-
Sistance  wherever their services may be most
Needed on this side the Cape, wereally do not
kuow—but we presume that that force is not
entrely at the dis lofits own immediate
lwad. * And surer;:le expedient of a simul-
tancous and maintained effort for the sap-
meon of piracy, through their instrumenta-
'Y, cught to be attempted, before it shou Id be
Serousty proposed to levy taxes here to sup-
Port an establishment the protection of
::-l? lﬂd:; b\:"hl.t in effect, would such a
casure be (besides its other consequeices)
b2t to tax this place 1 order that His Majes-
s ships of war in India might be s idle
and as uselegs as if lying at hor in Ply-
mouth karbour? ol
lthlbemuid.tlntm of such size,
assistance of the best buﬂ:.m
for employment against the pi-
and straits. And this is, no
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neighbour in these seas to whom we are un-

der very few obligatious of the kind, We have
lately been given to understand that

! the Ba-
tavia Government has taken into serious con- |
sideration the immediate setting on foot of |

measures for the effectual Suppression of pi-
racy in the seas of the Archipelago, and that
they have commissioned an able and expe-
rienced Officer, Major RoL¥F¥; 10 prog to
their neighbouring settlement of Rhio for the
express purpose of instituting such enquiries,
and obtaining such information, as will cnable
them to devise sucha planof operation as may
be acted on with promptitude, and effect,
The former and present Resident .of Rhio are
associated with Major RoLrr in this com-.
mission, and it is understood they will short-
ly proceed together on an embassy to the Sultan _
of Linga, to make some arrangement for se-
curing his co-operation, and very probabl
at the same time to give that Rajah sucg
evidence of their intention as wilf, in the
meantime, make him more, scrupulous than
he is generally supposed to be with respect
to the description of merchandise which_he
admits into his ports,  Major Rovrrr is, we
believe, Superintendant of the F| tilla which
the Government of Netherlands India main-
tains for service against the pirates, cousisting
of the two iron steamers which lately arrived
from Europe, six armed schooners of three
classes, besides a numerousand well-eqyped
fleet of gun:boats. The schooners the
largest class mount four brass 6-pounders aft,
two 4-pounders forward, with a leng eighteen,
traversing on a slide a-midships; the others are
smaller, but none of them carries less than four -
large guns, besides a swivel-gun mounted amid.-
ships. We have it from good authority that the
result of Major RoLrr's inquiries have led him
to believe that the two iron steamers, besides a
considerable portion of the force mentioned,
could not be more effectually employed thanon
the seas in. the neighbourhood of Rhio and
the southward of these Straits, the very focus.

of those piracies from which our trade has -

so long suffered. We have not heard that
the co-operation of the Supreme Government
m this undertaking has been requested, but
it would be scandalous were it withheld afier
witnessing any effectual demonstration of the
intention of the Batavia Government,
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