Singapore Chronicle and Commercial
Register, 4 June 1836, Page 2

- O

Having in one or two late numbers
made some observations,as to what cannot
but prove to be a false alarm got up and
propagated at our sister settlement of Pi-
nang about some supposed hostile invasion
ofit b. the Ex-Ki.g of Quedah, and other
Malayan Princes wao perhaps sympathize
in the misfortunes he has sutfered at the
hands of the Siamese. who had disposses-
sed hum of his couvalry when he wasin al.
liance with the British government, up te
which deprivation the East India Company
had for nearly balf a ceatury acknowled-
ci the Kings of Qiedair as Lords para-
mount, and under wuose adthority for near-
ly a simuilar period the island of Pinang,
and the strip of jand ~pposite to the same
now called Province Wellesley, have been
held by the Company without question of
the right of the donor. We cannot per-
ceive the peculiar necessity of raising a
bue and cry against an unfortunate Prince,
and placing a whole settlement unicr a
state of alarin and apprehension for the
sake of a uew A |y ,« the Siamese with whom
a receal trealy had been concluded, alter
committing a breach of one withour ancient
A'ly wuom we had promised to shelter and
protect,butwhomwe gmetly permitted to be
divested of his rizhts contrary to the faith
of a treaty, by virtue of which Pinang can
only be he.d as a British Settlement.-Whaat
is the occasion of the alarim, even suppo-
finz that an old dotard did attempt to re-
gain possession of lis country, and turn
out aforeign and barvarous people who
have always been viewed as an inconveni.
ent neighbour, and from whose proxumty
to Pinang not one iota of public advan.
tage has ever been derived,but who on the
contrary have depopulated and laid waste
a once rich and thriving country, from
whom Pinang tormerly not only derived
provisions,but maintained a trade of mutu-
al advantage? Whaat trade is now driven
between Pinangz and Qiedah. and what
goods, merchandize, or provisious of any
description does Pmang receive from that
desolated country ? Ul the breach of a very,
old treaty was a m.tt.r of but small con-
sideration, when tuat breach affected
an ancient frient and ally, how much more
consideration would the breach of a recent
and an unpopular one bhe entitied to, when
its effect, was th: restoration of a man
whom we deserted when he was attacked
by toreigu toes, and from whose violence
aud obtrusion he was enlitied to claim
protection il not assistance from the Bri.
fish ander a treaty still in existence ?—

The fohiowing are the sentiments of our
cotemporary on the late alarm at Pinang,
which we publish as perhaps a matter of
fair play, having indulged a coutrary belief
to him either to the existence ot the cause
of alarm in the first place, and in the se-
cond admitting its reality, to doubt the
policy of the British govermnent manifest-
ing an apprehension that cannot seriously
be experienced when the nature of the
enemy is fairly considered.



