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'FHE PIRATES IN THE EASTERN AR.
CHIPELAGO.

(Fov the United Service Journal for Sept.)

‘The exertions of the King's squadrons, the
Company’s cruizers, and the army detachments,
*having in some measure suppressed piracy in: the
vicinity of the Peninsula we will now turn te the
Vastern Archipelago, where it has become a sys-
tematic calling, and where many Europeans of
liuth sexes languish at this moment in hopeless
vaptivity. ‘Those waters have been notorious for

on that station afforded proof of the undiminished
ferocity of the pirates. The Victor, ulloop-d'.l
war Jl! guns and 114 men, being off Java, on
the 15 of April, 1807, brought three proas too
and as it fell calm, she anchored atabout 5 p. M.,
and bronght two of the vessels along side to over-
haul them, while the other hung upon the quar-
ter. prisoners, smounting to about 120,
were taken out of those alongside, and a strong
guard placed over them; but as the crew of the

on the quarter refused to come from under
g::hu. Captain Bell ordered s and
some k to be discharged into her, which
they retumuﬁ)y throwing spears and firing pis-
tols. A gun was then got out of the stern port
to fire on her, the sparks of which most unfortu-

maritime depredations from our first i

with them ; nor tave the Malays and Chinese heen
the only pirates that infested them. So far back
as from 1600 to 1614, when' the Company at.
tompted to open a trade with China, both from
Frrands and Tywan, they experienced the deter-

. wards of fifty sail approached the

; ility of the Dutch, who ust only 0ppos=
mised hostility of t h’u . ot

our earli to [ndia, -:.me
atrocious particulars of misdeeds would have
ded; but it is singular that while the latter

so full and satisfactory, none of the
}:;ar:el:-el::n been preserved ; and we know little
more than what is afforded by some memoranda
in the * Anaals of the Company.”
The Ladrones of the is which stud the
southern coasta of China form a very numerous

. and organised body, with a fleet of (at least) 500

well-manned vessels, of from 10 to 250 tons, the
largest carrying twelve guns of various. calibre,
and the other mhe: according to their ‘Ppmtz?
having, hesides t e, 1 e
arm , swords, and boarding krisses.
%11:::1; mm diecipline, and often evince
t bravery, to which we have more than once
en eye-witmess. In 1805, while lying in the
Typa, wesaw a single Ladrome vessel engage a
Port se corvette, and three heavy Mandarine
junks, forfull five hours, when she was sunk,
only one of her boats escaping,—an act of for-
titude which excited no small admiration in our
tars, who criticised the conduct of the corvette
in such terms of cont>mpt as sailors love to em-

ploy. As to the Clunese men-of-war, they, as
usiml, displayed many and stres s L
ed abnndance of joss ts, and made what an

i
old ngvigator expmm'vjy termed © most hellish
sound’ with their gzongs; but they contrirved also,
as usual, to keep their foes =+ 2 very regpectable
distance, and therefore were not much mauled.
About a week afterwards, a Ladrone fleet of up-

natel toag y of guup s
whic{hld been carelessly handed out of the other
proas, and blew the after-part of the shipup; at
which alarming moment t over the pri-
sonera dropped their arms, and ran to ext ish
the flames. The prisoners instantly the
arms, and also ked up several s and

kunives which had thrown on and com-
menced a bloody conflict. By this time, about |
8 p. M., the fire, most providentially, had given |
way to the extreme exertions of the officers and |
men, the s were cut adrift, and the attention
of all kands directed to the defence of the ship,
which was adinirubly performed; for, in liuTc |
more than half an hour, 50 of the enemy lay
dead 1 a4 most mangled state, the rest were
driven ovei-board, e seene was described to
us afterwards by the gallant defenders, as truly
distressing and extraordinary, from the united
elivcis of slaughter, fire, and darkness: nor
was the ship preserved to his Majesty's service
without the loss of her first lieutenant "(Biaxton)
an. five seamen killed vutright, her commander,
guaner, and 24 men, wounded by the Malays, or
dreadiuny parnt by ihe explosion ; and most of the
wounded ared afier the Vietor’s arnvai at Pulo
Pinany.

Amoag the tribes of Indian islands, the most
noteuTor their piracies are, ot course, the least in-
dustrious, and particularly such as are unacens-
tomea to follow iculture or trade as regular
pursuits ; sucn are the Malays inhabiting the sinall
i1slands abont the eastern extremity of the Straits
of Malacea, and those lying between Sumatra and
Borneo, down to Bilitin and Karimata, whose re-
Jigion being, as old Hamilton termed it, * a sort
of scoundrel Maliometism,” offers no restraint to
witiainy.  Stll more noted than these are the
natives of certain islands situated between Borneq
and the Philippines, of whom the most desperate
and enterprising are the Sooloos and Illanoons, the
former inhabiting the well-known archipelago of
the same name, and the latter being one of the
numerous nations of Mindanan. The Sooloo pi.
rates chiefly confine their depredations to the Piy
lippine isles, which they have continued to infest,
with little interruption, for nearly 100 years, in

defiance of the Spanish anthority, and the
open o hish s d to chreck

horage for
the avowed purpose of wreaking vengeance on all
the Portuguese and Mandarin vessels at Macao,—
an act which we could not permit. The moment
that the much.dreaded craft appeared off the
point, all the sampans and other boats quitted
the crecks and hung round our ship like a swarm
of hees, imploring our interference, and vocife-
rously ing Mr. Drummond (now Lord Strat-
hallan,) the supercargo, who was accidentally on
hoard, to second their prayer with the captain.
Meanwhile the Ladrones nﬂprﬂm‘heﬂ. in an or.|
derly line, within range, when we let fly a few of|
the main-deck guns, to indicate the part we
meant to act ; on which, acknowledging our com.
pliment by a single well-directed shot. they bore|
away by signal, leaving us amid the grateful and|
joyful acclamations of the Chinese and Tartars.
'!l(:ze admiral made a merit of this retreat by de-
claring it was not his wish to quarrel with the
Enghsh Ladrones—for such is the dstinction
they give to men.of-war, from their earrying no

cargo.

?I?e power and influence of these pirates,
though some-times checked, are very great. All
vessels are liable to their attacks, except such as
have purchased passcs of them; and the open
towns and villages also have to compound for
immunity. If the captured ship happens to have
made a fierce resistance, they in general mur-

! der some of the crew, and torment the rest

with cruel tortures. Enropeans and persons of
distinction are generally detained for ransom, and
are often very harshly treated during the negotia.
tion; but when a Maodarin junk has the misfor-
tune to fall into thew funes, the crew are mostly
inhumanly butchered. being nailed to the deck,
beaten almost to death with twisted rattans, and
then cut to pieces.

The fortitude of these men in calamity has ex-

cited the admiration of their greatest enemies, |

' though Edmund Stott says, * this valour is only |

| where there is no

+ all kilted, except og

medy.” And most severely |
did this brate test it, on a miserable wretch who '
way detected in the act of incendinrism, and re-
fured to discover his accomplices; were it not
related by himself, even St. inic could give
the story no credence. * Because of his obstina-
cy,’” says the infernal monster, ‘ and that he had
set our hounse on fife, I caused him to be burnt,
b;[ means of sharg irons thrust under the mails
of his thumhs, ﬁnﬂem and toes, and the nails to
be torn off; and because he never flinched, we
thouyht his hands ; and feet had been benumbed
with tying, wherefdre we burnt him in other parts,
as the hands, arms, shoulders, and neck, but
even thiz had no effect. We then burnt him quite
through the hands, and tore out the tesh and
sinews with rasps, causing his shins to be knock-
ed with hot searing-irons. 1 then caused cold
iron screws to be screwed into the bones of his
arms, and suddenly snatched out, and to break
all the bones of his fingers and toes with pincers.
Yet, for all this, he never shed a tear, neither
once turned his head aside, nor stirred hand or
foot; but when wé asked a question, he would
put his tongue between his teeth, and strike his
chin on his knees to bite it off. After using the
utmost extremity of torture in vain, I made him
again be laid fast in irons, when the ants, which
greatly abound there, got into his wounds and
tormented him worse than we had dome, as might
be seen by his gestures. The king’s officers de-
sired me-to shoot himrto-death, which I thought
too good a death for such a villain; but as they
insisted, we led him out into the fields and made
kim fast to a stake., The ficst ghot carried away
a piece of his arin, bone and.mlls the next went
through his br ear the shoulder, on which
he bent down his lad and looked at the wound.
At the third shot, dne of our men used a bullet
cut in three pieces\ “ich struck his bresstin a
tri.mgle. on which ke _ink as low as the stake
would allow. Finally, between-our men and the
Hollanders, he was: shot almost in pi !
Pirates have long reigned lords of the oriental
waters, and many a ship was termed * missing,’

them. The robberies of the Illancons, on the
contrary, are more widely extended, being carried
on all :{e way from their native country tothe
Spice Islands on one side, and to e Straits of
l}nlm:cl on the other. A flotilla of gun-vessels,
of from 20 to 60 tons each, are constantly kept in
a state of equipment at Manila, to act against
these rovers ; und several forts have been built to
control them, of which the principal one is at Sam-
beangan, or Mindanao itself. These, however,
are but slight checks to the enterprise of the
Moors, who sometimes land in the night and carry
off the natives from under the very walls of the
forts. Individuals of the garrisons, venturing any
distance from their station, are made prisoners’;
nor will their captors give them up without a ran-
som suited to their rank. There is a particular
fund from the Order of Mercy, at Mamla, which
is solely appropriated to aid the private funds of
those who are thus unfortumate, and te obtam
their release. The monks of this arder are gene-
rally sent over to the negoliation.
ides those who are avowed pirates, a great
rmamber of the Malayan princes,—rajahs, pan.
grane, depattis, and bujis, t be considered
as accessories to their crimes, since they afford
them protection, and contribute to their outfit,
and often share in their booty ; so that a piratical
roa is too commonly more welcome in their har-
than a fair trader. From such countenance
the pirates are so numerous, that whole heaches
are lined with proas, and nome but well.armed
veasels dare thread the islets. Among the most
desperate and successful of the cruisers is the
widely.dreaded Rajah Raga, known as the Prince
of Pirates, who, for more than twenty years * car.
ried all before him." His expeditions "have inva-
riably heen stamped with singular cunning and
intelligence, barbarity and recklessness. ring
his noviciate under an expu_rianc:d chief, he was
frequent), posed to i danger by the
vigilance,of our cruisers : once, when many ‘of hie
companions were destroyed by a farious shower
of grape from his Majesty's sloop Rattlesnake ;

mander), to pi any small thina. oo
o wacm o Potmt. Selnton A1 12 v
was faintly descried about three n'clo:i’"
moming ; the rain fell in torrents, g, ;"'
weather, were favourable circumstaner, 1"

mlndthmhnduerm

b

g 1hed g 4 1w
in the absence of n&jl ﬁa“ ll'mp‘
rections to close, fire the guns, and h:"' 3
was the more confident of sueceys - "y
ropean vessel was observed o kee 3y, the p,
her course on a hing her. O go.,
in gbout a b fathoms of the
as thef supposed her to be, they firq the
side (four gune), gave a loud iy
their pulled towards 1),
sound of a drum beating tv quarter,
struck the ear of the astonish,
he endeavoured to get away

the ports were opened, and a

ied by three g:tich cheers, gave
tion of their fate. The f
glish Captain, and would fain
it was a mistake.” [t was in
one not to be rectified by any
tion. The prow was sunk b
sides, and tﬂh[ﬁ l:lmmmliug .
pick up any of le, they were
with the exception of five, ‘-ho.)ﬂmr ﬁm‘f:.ﬁ}'
days on some spars, were picked up by, p.,
tahan prow, and told the story to Ryg -
swore destruction to_every European b, o 1
henceforward take. The writer of tiy, mn.,:",
with one of the officers of the sloop of 4y,
it re that the g:w was early pointeq m X
the Lieutenant on k. who, seving her bt
and being fearful of running her down, 4,4 ,.,
her course a point each time. Two ar gjy,,
he ship’s company were wounded. |t woy |
well 1f all other zfeuull_a folllowerl the examy. .
by the Captain this slowp, in attemgy, .
destroy the whole, instead of rakims o
who, in all probability, will make ay gy
bourd, or, if set at liberty, will cortainty ooy,
their former course of hife’ .

While the Alceste frigate was uniortanay |,
ged in the straits of Gaspar, on the Isth of £y,
1817, the crew escaped te the bareen ije of Les
leaving a Lieutenant and party in the ship

rve necessaries. But in two ar three

irate proas hove in sight, when the perar, -

rd were compelled to seck safery onPul, 1.,
leaving the wreck to the brutal ruffiags, whoj,
dered, and thea barnt it to the water's edge. 5,
afterwards they invested the island iseli, wyi,
force of sixty proas ; and as their purpascs vy
very evident, the oflicers and seanen prepared
a vigerous resistance.  The example of Caytun
Maxwell, in fortifying their position. and par
cipating in every privation, was hevond all pros
and en him  to his people, #o that g fon
were ontertained as to the result of an sty
This state of suspense lasted for sixteen diy
absolute want etaring them in the face on o
hand, and destruction from the savages oy 1
other; when, on the 3rd of March, the officsr o
the ‘ look-out tree’ announced that he perow
the sail of & ship or brig, at all events larger iy
those of the Mniy-. The pirates sonn after e
the same discovery; ‘and the rapidity of
mov ts inc q e was such, that
were enabled to retreat withont damage i
veasel proved to be the Termate, 3 Compny
cruizer of 16 guns.

Among the varions skirmishes that take jix
betweca our cruisers and the pirates, we may o
tion a very recent one.  On the afternonn of
20th of April., 1834, the Harrier, a sloopof v
commanded by Captain Vassal, the son of &
regretted hero of Monte Video, anchored at the
Arroas, a cluster of islands near the centeof ts
Straits of Malacea. In the evening twa offier,
the Second-Lientenant and Master, procedd
with a small boat and foar men to the gros
Arroa, at a short distance from the <hip, 1+
cure turtie. At about elaven o'clack tiwe hoat re
turned, with one seaman mortally shot, !
another wounded im the head. The Master, vh
saved himself by swimming, reported, thar o
turning a turtle, they were attacked by a L
band of Malays, who had crossed from ti-
island, and had much difficulty in off
retreat to the ship. The Harner’s
immediately despatched, to prevent the e
the piratic proas, and to capture or destroy 1
in the morning. When daylight appeared, 2 ¢
of jinjals from the rocks, and musketry fiom
jungfe, was opened on our boats, which =
promptly returned.  After some time, and W
great diffi-ulty, the seamen and mrs mik
good their landing, and advanced upon the -
rates, who stood to receive them, contesting w'°
much obstinacy the post they hal tiken 1
length the chief being shot by one of the mars
as well as others about the same time, they ¢
way, and fled into the jungle. Three large pr¥
and two hoats were destreyed, and agreat quitt
ty of arms captured.®

The piratical vessels are usually called provt
though the orthography is varied from praw 3

ar
M getting !
pariay o,

wh

LY
LU
ed Panglim, "-
P was by
broadude, ,., =

Malapan ¢y,

¥ repeated by,
ficer refimy, |

and again, in January, 1408, when two or three
vessely then belonging to his leader were taken |
and burnt by the Drake frigate, near the Arroas,
in the 8 of Mal e accidentally fell
in with them at this moment, and we well remem.
ber seeing the third proa creeping off under the
land, but little suspected the destinies she bore,

o, parraw, and prahu, to the proa, which i< 7"

erally adopted. The Soloo proas arc "
Fr::n six to ten or twelve tons burthen, moun’
two small gnns with swivels, or rantakas, anl ¢
crew of thirty or forty men.  The Illanoon pro
are much larger, and mote formidable, and co@

#ill we heard of Raga’s bragging afterwards of this
escape. He then became a chief himself, and con-
tinued to the latest news from those quarters, the
scourge of the sea. He has emissaries |
where, and the intelligence which he uiresis |
of the greatest authenticity. [f the object is of
moment, he undertakes the execution himself ; if
otherwise, he detaches a trusty officer.

In 1813, he cut off three gngliuh vessels, and
killed their captains with his own hand, an a-
chievement of which he delighagto boast ; as weil
as that he has personally -hin'l.rnw-ﬁve out of
upwards of forty ders of P 1
which fell into his clutches. These exploits, to-

ether with the seas of bleod wantonly shed by
is myrmidons, were a set off among the trescher-
ous Malays against his i
trade, and few even of those who had
lost proas will speak against Bgl,jwhou fsuccess-
! iration of all

the Europ are 2l
the theme of much of the .
. The

men, and

following dote of this desperado was by
My. Dalton, who resided some time in the Fastern
Archij ‘ll;n, and visited Pergottaha, the present |

ocmofgincy:—
* Two British sloops of war scoured the coast, |
one of which, ! believe the Elk, Captain

was ing the night

¥
frequently laments,
full of hil,h-t men.

and supposed foundered, that had heen sacked
and , before their treachery was full:
kmown. Captain Davis, who carried out Sir E.
Michelburne to India, in 1601, having anchored
at Patani with his two ships, they ®ere both
boarded by men whom they had treated ¢ courte.
ously and witlr feastings.” ~ A desperate fight en-
mm{ in_which Davie fell under many mortal
stabs, and the assailants refusing quarter, were

ion could

be regained. Capthi milton, who
wan in India from 658 to 1723, was himeelf near-
I{ lish
L

to
amount ; and onefwhich occurred

Pergottaha a few days previous]
the prow with a favourite panglima

a y -
while we were

d, the lows of which he |
Tho hac binmaat e

mounl from fomr to six guns, and A prop’
sional nambe

umber of swivels, with erews of from 7
ty to one hundred men each, who ate well prom
ed with spears, krissea, and as manj firc arat ¥
they can procure. The proa of the Celehes, w000
in imes called paduakan, 1s still larger ©7
that of the

fift

whet

H - : el
Ianoons, though it rarely cxoe®
tons. It is built by dewling the planks v
e parts that form b

rr'-:'

ether, as coopers do th

s of u cask, and soft bark is put !
which swells, and keeps them water tigit
timbers are then filled to the planks wome &
double bulwark covered with butfalo hoe
they are such absolute higots 1o old w i
fixtures, that few improvements occur. 100 -
bow is lowered, or cut down ina very 28

Nene
manner, %o as to he often under water, Wich

i

mq&e!mm I'hlkheabil raised a good way abaft the <t '

off the nea. The vessels of the Moluc1e ™"
the korocorras and orembis, or those of the ¥
and smaller sizes. The korocorra ha= 3 hl.."
arched stem and stern, like the points of I"“p
moon; they are fitted with nut-rq:zm_.u..i r
from a small sizeto shout a dozen tons burt |
They are capable of very swift motioi, lr_"m
umber of hands they can employ, aund arc
ed by = couple of kamudis, or broad
place of a rudder.
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