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MATLAVAN PENINSULA.

(From the Journal of the Asiatic Society, May, 1836.)

l.—Joidle and its former Dependencies of Jompile
Gomineki. By Lieuf. NewsoLn, 4. D, D. {o
Brigr. General WiLsox, C. B.

Johile. Of Johile, the third of the four Menany-
kdb awe states, still less is known than of Rumbdwe
and Sungie Ujong.

An LEuglisbman of the name of Grav, (whose in-
formation is to be taken, however, with caution,) is
said to have been the only European who has peuetra-
ted into the interior of this state.  le pass-d turongh
part of it in 1827, on Lis returu to Matacea from Fa-
hang, whither he had performed a jowrney oveilaud,
across the peninsula, to barter opium for the gold
dugt of the ‘:‘-I‘A‘I‘ place,

‘His route lay through Naning, part of Rumidwe,
‘Srimendnti, Jompi'e, Uln Serviing, Uin Braugi, and
Clu Pakang, The journey was perfucued in id
days.

{*‘rom Tabu, in Naning, to Jompdle, he was four
days passing over mount Lanjut, to the villages of Ga-
dang and Tunjong ; over wounts Mike, Febi, and
Péating Pdhat, through the villages of Pasiir, Jino,
and Pile, in S i; and from Pila to Jomypdle,
“ one day's walk."

Mr. Gray describes the country he passed through,
to bave been in a state of high cnltivation, partioular-
ly at Miko, and in the vales of Fdating Pdhat, Jéao,
and Passir. .

He obscrves that the paddy at Miko is preferable to
tiiat of Malacea, and that it is suppoesed by the people
that the ground there is better for cultivation, one
gariang of seed never producing less than a hundred-
fold.

The produce of mount Miks is
mer, and canes of the speciestermed ng-lawyers in
abundauce.  Jompiie, he conjectures, to be about Y0
miles distant from Malacca. P is estimated at
300 miles distance from J.mpdle, m Jompile to
Pakang the journcy is by boat down the river Seruiing
to the {nge lake of Braugh, called Tassek Braugh ;
which is said by Mr. Gray to be nearly fifty milesin
circumference, and is formed by the flow of water from
the n:'ﬂfbouring mountains. .

1f this account be correct, the lake Braugh exceeds
in dimensions the recently discovered inland lakes in
Samatra. . o ol

The natives, however, have described this lake to
me to be of much less extent ; narrow but long. l1ts
commaunication with the Pahang river, which
into the China sea, is by.a river called the Brawgh, '

wood, dam-

aucity of water. The general
§ <

| féet bptn his return in February,

. Jea,

Renrdinqlhelt'klthndthﬂaﬁuu. Mr. Gaay
observes » “ In some parts.of the Seruting and Braugh,
lmm;htp-. and in other parts, nothing but a
8 boat ; on account of the water being above the
fallen trees, so that the'boat must be lifted before it
can proceed, on account of the overflowing banks of

the river,”
- The river, from the place where it receives
the Braugh, down to the town of Pa-
hang, is wide and deep. These streams are deepest.
in the mouths of November, Dee.mber.md.lmury.
From the month of March to that of A Mr.
Gray was informed, that it is impossible to.proceed
from the Seruting river to ,» on account of the
th of these rivers,
ary, he ascertained to be between 40 and 60

he found their
by one-half.

are a few villages on the banks.of these rivers,
‘but for the most part they are covered with lofty for-
ests, tenanted by the rhinoceros, ‘tapir, tiger, elephaut,
and scarcely maore eivilized Jarog... )

Mr. GRAY met with kindness and hospitality
from the inhabitants of the diffcrent states through
which he passed. He fell, however, a sacrifice to his
exertions, dying of jungle fever, - contracted during the
journey, twenty-five days after Lis return to Malacea.

Boundaries.—Johdle is bounded on the north by
Uia Pahang and part of Rumbdwe ; to the south by
part of Naning and Méar or Segdmet : to the east by
Segamet, and to the west by Srimendati and part of
Runbiwe. The boundaries with Malacea are from
Bikit Puitis to Battang Malacea, and fiom Battang
Malacea by Binking® Clindong to Mount Ophir.

With dmet and Miar, its boundaries are Mur-
biwe sa ratis (the handred Murbdwe trees) and Bin-
king Chdnddng ; with Rumbéwe, Bikit Pabl; and
with Seimendnti, Batit Pila.

Population §e.—The population of Jokdle is esti-
mated at 2,080 inbabitants.  The principlal villages
are Nuri, Londong, They, Thman, and Bennong.

Jihdle is goverved by a Panghéilc and Ampai Shki.
The former, like his brother chief of Suugie Ujdng, is
clected by the Sukus, and by the Batin dua blas, or
twelve heads of the Jacouns. ]

The name of the preseut Panghulu is Anv Bexr, or
Bawscarra, and his title Johan Léla Percasseh : he
resides at Nuri, i3 an intelligent looking person;
plain, si and coll dinn » and much res-

| pected by his people.

The tribes are those of Budodnda, Sa Melongan, Ti-

ga Baitu; and Munkal.
Arimendnti and Jompdle, were formerly considered
dependencics of Jokole, but now. assert their indepen~
dence, as also does Gominchi. - The Panghulu, Lgs-
SYE, of the latter place died lately, and his brother
Maransed Kari sacceeded him. ~ Pordok Passir, a
small under the influence of Srimencnti, was
a'so a dency of Jokole, and is ruled by a petty
Panghulu of its own.

Besides the usual rights of revenue, the Panghils
of Jukdle levies ten per cent. on the produce of the
tin miues, together with a tax on the gold of Gumincii,
which will be shortly alluded to.

T'rade.~The trade of Johdle consists chiefly in zold
dust; 20 catties of which are said to be produced au-
nually.  Tin, about .00 piculs. Fruits, rattans, jasge-
ry, aud fowls are brought in®considerable quantities
down to Malacca.

Jompdle.—Jumpole was anciently & dependency of
Jokole, but is now nomisally governed by Rija Aw-
LANG, a son of the third Menaagidbowe prince, Rija
Ham. The Paughulu and dmpat Suku exercise al-
mest independent sway.

The name of the present Panglinlu is Hassary:
the tribes are those of Budvanda, Sa Melongan, Auik
Malacea, and Tiga Battu.

Jompole is in the high road of the Pahang traders
travelling across the peninsula to Malacea; it is situa.
ted on a small river of the smue nmns, which flows
into the Méar river, [oue of the largest streams on the
western coast of the peniusela, | by which it has com-
munication with the Straits of Malaeca. By the rivers
Seruting and Brawgh, an easy intercourse from No-
vember or October to February is kept up with Pa.
hang and the eastern coast. The Rija here levies a
duty on the opium, tobacco, eloths, iron utensils,
salt, &e. passing through Jerapole to Pahaiyg, as well
as on the gold dust and silk cloths of Pakany return-
ing to Malacea, h J :

Jorpole produces a considerable quantity of tin,
sapan wood, rice, demimer, rattans, and a little gold,
which is sent down the Muar river to Malacea (eight
days), and also to Pakang. ;

The population of Jompole is estimated at 2,000:
it is divided into three Mukime ; viz, those of Limba-
jon, Turuntony, mul Qualia Leaney.

Gold.—The following neconnt of the gold mines at
Chimendros, with the exception of the part relutive to
the assaying of the wetal, which is feou personal ob-
servation, is almost entively dvawn from native infor-
mation,

Bukit Chimendros is a Lill sitasted in Gomiucki, a
territory subject to the Pangluln of Jokole and Lor.
dering ou the eastern fronticr of Naming, 1t is co-
vered and surrounded by an uwainhabited forest of
great extent, intersected by numerous rivalets, which
derive their source from the hiil,

Veins of guartzose rock run over it at various depnths

iug the watrix in whicht the gold is found in sinall
broken streaks.

The rock 15 enclosed ina bed of a sort of white
clay, indarated more or less, termed Napaf,

The method pursned by Chincse and Malays for

sepacating the wetal from its matrix resembles that |
adopted by the Hungarian miners, with this cxception, |

| be lost on the stone, go on accumulating ;
that the process of amalgamation is not practized by |

the foiwmer for this purpose.  The Kling aszayers of

gold, however, avail themselves of it in their vocatiou, |

as will pre=ently appear,

The Malay miners, assoon as the precise spot and
minate have been determined by their diviners, Paw.
augs, or 'other charlatans suppoied to be skilled in
discovering the Liddea treasure of the earth, com-

mence cleardag the ground of trees, brushwood, &e. |

and then proceed to remove the roots and vezctable
soil by means of Biliongs and . Chonkoles, (the Malay-
an adze and spade,) uatil the bed of Napal is laid
barc. These implements are how put aside, and a
heavy sort of iron crow-bar, (Perjony) is had recourse
to. " .

The first layer of Napal is soft and whitish; the
second has a reddish tint. The last is a black inerus-
tation reserabliug brick in hardness, and hence called
"% Bamkong Ciondong is a large tree, growing in the
forest that separates Assakan from Mount glir.
The tree was still in existence when I visited Mount

phir in 1 .
mmﬂm of this rock, in which a small portion
of gold is imbedded, or rather disseminated, has been
g i e figgety. 1

| on the wax (which is eolonred black fo
(zenerally from 12 to 20 feet) below tha surface, forme |

| heat applied gradually, in such

by the natives Tambiker Quali; this is com
two fingers' breallth, in thickness, and being remo
dil,ﬁom; ﬂlamm‘uin-of rock, the mautt’k‘*b‘ﬂu

old, and ter Beting. It is ally between
l:‘hn; and four feet in diameter: nnderncath lies o bed
of whitish earth, below which gold is never foand.

The next process is that of breaking up the Beling,
for which purpose the Perjorg is employed. Frouwr
the extreme hardness.of the rock this is a~ecy labo-
rious and tedious task. The coarse pieces are then
pounded in a sort of large mortar ecut from the quarts
rock. The pulverized stone is then passed thronch
sieves of rattan, and carried i small baskers
fo a ranning stream, where the smaller stony particles
are washed away, while the gold dust, with ti grosser
pieces, sink to the bottom of the conical vessel in
which it is subjected to the action of the streann.

The refuse is picked out, aud the gold dust again
carefully washed and collected in & cocounut shell or
leaf of the Pallas tree, and conveyed to the Boajyoal,
where it is dried by means of a red-hot picce of char-
eoal being repeatedly passed over its surfuce. Afior
the adherent finer icles of the sand have heen re-
moved, it is weighe into guantities, gencraliv of one
tael each, which are carefully folded up in small picces
of cloth. o

These packets constitute the Bunkals of com merce,

- In Sumatra, according to MaRspex, the parcels or
Bulses, in which the gold is packed up, are formeld of
the integument that covers.the heart of the buialoe,

The Buakals are, as ia Sumatra, frequently used as
currency instead of eoin,

The té® for gold formerly used ns € fnendros
and Taon (a phice about half a day's Journey thence)
are as follows :

2 small signs (Sgakechil)—1 large si71 (sigu besdr)

8 Sgadesdr, ...... ... =1 Maiam.

16 Maiamns, .. .. .. ......—1 Tael or Bunkal,
ROTONE . s s 25 WSl iCalits.

The Sa%a is a sort of small scariet pena with a Blge%
spot, the Abrus Maculatus,

Besides Chimendros anl Taon, T have not haasd
any place on the peninsula where gold is olt,
from the solid rock. On Sumatra it is frey
found in this state.

The gold dust at Pakang and Jaltye is P
the same manuer as that in the snous o0 §. ik of
Mouut Opkir, already descrived in 1 paper puliished
in this Joarnal; (.’ ii. paga 197.)

The mines at Recean are estinnted to prodace
nually ahout 20 catties of gold dust.

Tae Panghulu of Gumin-ki first levied a toqe) on
the produce of these mines, but in co
large quantities of gold dust beiug secretly casi
before the tenth had been levied, he sube ity
of poll-tax, mmountin s to a m iam of gold, from ¢w
person working at the mines,

The Panghulu of Jo /e i3 in the habit of sendiae five
or six buffaloes a year to the min. ¢
licad of cattle two taels of gold.

These heavy drawbacks have caused ihe min
become wuprofitable to the speculators, and -al
deserted.  The former . of these i nposts, 1 bel
could readily be endured ; but the iutter ad J; bituy
sort of exaction destroys all hope of reasonn’

The following is an estivate of the v w0ug de;a‘uu -
of parity of gold dust, produce of the peninsuly, [t
will be accessary to premise, that midi, is a t.rm da-
noting the degrees of fineness for gold, of which thers
are 10, as fised by the native assayers. Cold of 1o
it is equal therefore to gold of 24 carats

of
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rocured ia

o

4 reeRiving for ¢y

(4 J

T
.
3

sle proit,

¢ gold not

rewching cight midh is called mas muda, or young
gold; and gold from eight to 10 mbti, mas fuak, or
old gold,

CGold of Recean, .......... 9% mltie

Mount Ophir, .. .. .... .. 9% °,,

Crimendros,

Taon; s siae eses 9%

Palung,

Jellye,

Tringanu, N/

~ Celantan,

From Calantan gold of 10 mdld is sometimes obtain.

The assnyers of gold are generally Chuliaks or Kiings,
who aequire by coustant practice the power of deter.
mining to the fraction of a mé/4 the purity of any
specimen of gold dust brought fiom the castward®,
As they would be perhaps Liable to i
this the ouly trial they subjected the metal to, they
have recourse to the Bafu i or touchstone. Thi
is a roughish black stone, apparently basalt, brought
from coativental India, and generally set in a small
fraine of bronze or hiass,

The as.aying necdles are generally from 20 to 24
in‘number, ranged on a string, and atloyed in knowa
proportions of copper and silver, marked on the sur.
facé, from thrée to 99 métd.  “i'he needle and gold to
be assayed are rubbed on the touchstone in parallel
streaks, in the usnal manner; a vinpeof the adhesive
wax called Lilin ka'ulut is thea applied to the surfice
of the touch-stone, which brings off the two thin lami-
ua of gold.

The diference Lotween the two heing

mposition were

more visible

v this parpose
with a fing charcoil wade from the plantain leaf) than
ou the stone,  This is the reason the native assAyers
give for the removal of the streaks of gold from the
stone to the wax, though to me no difference W3S per-
ceptible : possibly the following may afford another
chue to the practize of the natives in this particular.

In this was the impressions of the gold, which would
a ball of it,
which my native informant liad used for the last 30
years, he supposed to contain above two faels of gold.

The metal is separated from the wax by means of

proportions as barel
to cause the wax to pass off j 5 -

in the form of smoke:
the residuum is then subjected to the process of amal-
gamation.

Half of the gold thus obtained is dedica.
ted in alms to the poor, oron religions oﬂ‘erinp. at
the shrine of some favorite Saint or Wali ; generally -
to that of Mirna~ Sahib at Nagore,
e calculation of a Malay, long emp'oyed in the
mines at Chimendros, makes the average quantity of
gold produced from 40 Ibs. of the pulverized stone, 24
grains of pure metal. Lumps of virgin gold, weighing
from five to six faels, have beén found in the allavial soil
3“ and at Taon. IuJellye, a mass weighing npwards
a caftie has been discovered which Resvmun men
tions ashaving been shewn to the Ro
weighing 448 oz. Hrvus affirns that when one of the
highest mountains of Paraguay fell down, about 50
years ago, there were discovered ip it pieces of gold
weiM’ from two to fifty pouyds each.
* At Malacca 10 Saga besar or 4 Kupongs are
equal td ove Maiam '

t The natives are, 1 believe, totally ignorant of

al Academyat Paris,

the assay by cupellation and acids,



