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CALCUITA.
(Calcutta Eaghishman, Sept. 5.)

SUPREME COURT,—Moxpar.

In the Supreme Court, this morning, Axapeto
de los Reis, and the five ather prisoners, convicted
with him, during the last sessions, were placed at
the bar. Mr. Leith rose, and stated it was his
intention to urge that this Court had not authority
to g and pass sentence on these persons.

r. Justice Grant informed the learned counsel
that if it was his intention to move for an arvest
 of judgment he was quite willing to hear him, but
his Lordship thought it proper to state that the
judges had taken this case into consideratian, . wd
it was the opinion of the whole Court, from the
importance cll) the question, it was fitting, before
~ sentence should be carried into execution, that the
case shouid be submitted to his majesty. He would,
~ therefore, pass sentence of death upon the prisoners,
but respite execution until his mnjesty’s pleasure
shall be known. [f, however, the learned counsel
thought he could urge any thing for the advantage
of his client, his Lordship said, a fall Court would
be willing to give him an opportunity. :

Under these circumstances, Mr. Leith declined
to address the court.

Mr. Justice Grant then addressed the prisoners :

““ You were tried with singular care attention
before a very ir{e[ligent jury, for one of the great-
est crimes which in its cireumstances can be im-
puted to man. Objections on points of law werg
taken for one of you by counsel, of which ohjec-
tioas all the rest of you have equally the bene-
fit T disposed of those objections according to my
opinion of the law, and directed the jury if they
were of opinion you were guilty upon the facts of
the case, 1t was their duty tosreturn a verdict against
you, Counsel has now offered to move for an arcest
of judgment, and [ have informed him, that in con-
sultation with the other judges, and in consideration
of the navelty of the ease, aud the circumstances that
attead it, it has been determined to arrest carrying
the sentence into execution, until the pleasure of his
majesty shall be"known. It now therefore, remains
for ‘me to pass upon you the sentence of the law
and it is my daty to inform you if it be the opinion
of those who are appoiuted to advise his ma-
Jesty, that your trial bas been a right one, you can
entertain no hope that the sentence will not be car-
ried into execution.”

Sentence of death was then passed in the usual
térms,

The six Malay prisoners, convicted of piracy, com-
mitted in the Straits of Malceca, were then placed
at the bar, and his lordship made a similar commu-
mication to the prisoner’s counsel, Mr. Clarke and
Mr. Osborne, as to the determination of the conrt,
to vefer the case home for his Majesty's consizlera-
tion. But if counsel were desicous to urge anythig
which they thought might be to the prisoners’ aldvan-
tage, his lordship said, the judges wouald be willing
to hear them. _

Mr. Clarke said, he would take a conrse dificrent
to that pursued by Mvr. Leith, as the circumstances
of the two cases were entircly diflerent, Ile wonld
briefly infor:n the court what that course was. Should
he succeed in convincing their lordships that they
have no authority to try the prisoners, the proceeding
would go for nothing, and if Government thought

per to send the prisoners to their own country
or trial, their counsel did vot fear the result. Un-
der those circumstances he thought it his duty to
endeavour to convince their lordships that they had
not power to try the prisoners.

lir: Justice Grant—Then I will speak to the
other judges, and they will name a day on which
the whcle Court may hear you on the point of law.



