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CAPI. LOWS DISSSRTATION. |

FROM A CORRESPONDENT.

A Dissertation on the Soil and Agriculture
of the British Settlemeat of PEwana or
Prixce oF WaLes Istax, including Pro-
visce WerresLexy—with beief references
o the Settlements of SiNGavork and Ma-
Lacca. By Captain Javes Low of the
Madras Army, Ia cvil charge of Pro-
vivce WeLLEsLeY &c. §c. p.p.321.  Print-
ed at the Singapore Free Press Office.

- CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST.
i §

We are ha to notice in the beginning
cf the first cﬁgt‘er that there has been **a
cansiderable increase of late in agricultural
activity and spirit at Penang.”

*Of the climate the author says : —

“ The climates of Penang and of Province Welles-
ley slightly differ in some respects from each other,
but are adapted to all the purposes of intertropi-
cal agriculture. Hurricanes have never visited either
of these places, althonzsh strong squalls, have occa-

ionally done iderable mischief 1o, plantations.
The evil bas happily seldom extended: beyond shaki
fruit off’ the trees, prostrating a weak tree here an:
there, and breaking a few branches. Droughts of
considerable duration oceur at intervals of four or five
years—and severer ones at longer iods, The
planter can always provide by tanks and wells against
any material luss from drought. A superabundance
of rain is an ineonvenience rather than a wischief,
but it incceases the cost of cultivation by one-third.
The Islydl i the Province owe the exuberant ve-
getation which covers them to the general humidity
of their climates thgpughout the year. Raios likewise
fall more copiously al intervals : thus rain fell almost
every day betwixt October 1780 and June 1790; and
raine fell on 145 days betwixt May 1833 and April
1854 inclusive, on l'enang plains, and 166 days on
the Flag-staff Ihil, and on 228 days in Piovince.
Wellesley. The .1 of Penany is more load-
el with aqueous vipor than that of Provinee Welles-
ley owing te the latter being removed from so close a
proximity to the ins as the former. The ave-
rage wemperature of Penang is about one degree high-
er during the day than that of the opposite coast.
The dews are heaviest perhaps in Province Wellesley.
The northern hall of the 'Pmmwn is swept by e
stropg sea breeze during the day, and generally by a
cool land wind at night. A hot wind is not known
at either nor-within the straits. - The climate of Pro-
vince Wellesley generally is believed to be more
healihy than. that of Pevang Plain.  This must be
chiafly attributed 1o its being bette: ventilated. The
best. manifestation of the nature of the climates of both
as vegards the feeling is that in Penang & punkah is
inditpensable, in Province Welesley 1ts abseuce is
nat felt.  ‘The temperatare in the iteior oa the op-
posite corst was observed oue day in January last at
5 P, ts he 65 of Far : Fue.\Oths.

From May 1833 o April 1331 inclusive,

there fell on the Tiag-staff 1ill on Penang. 116. 6
e 2 R e B Uy el - B S
woeses 70, 1)

Province Wellesley . ..... .

Mean temp : of {’bu;mg_ is about 80}d. of
Farenheit—that of Province Wellesley 794d.™

And the soil s said 1o he—

* For the mast part, decomposed granite. The
alluvial soil, owing tn the absense of larce rivers, is
confined alinost eniirely to some tracts of low-1 ing
nee swamp.  The land skirting the Lills r.xl.uxi by,
gentle undulations towards the sea, excepting where
interrupted by the swamps alluded to. The soil of
imu:"d" iar 40 By

ity and is infcriar 0 Briiliy 10 either the Lill o rice
lands and the defigidney ::um be supplied. by com-
posts.  The namow vallics which pevctrate the moun-
::;\: have !-ﬂdhmmk f:.ilh a description of-mould
ding a wi i
mn‘mhw %t these two,  The soil
&d granite, and the
in some places,
pected by

process of disintegration proceeds
with a rapidity that :iuuld not be sus-
a person umequainted with the nature of

Iy _considesed, 1s of a lighter qua-.

of the moat regerly decompos.

| the. author considers a

that - rock wnder .3« 'u&-:-
of unequal iton the soil partakes alsg of the
irregulasity.  Where quariz prevals, as a com t
part of granite, a sandy griuty seil must be ex-
3 where felspar is superabandant a rich white
clay will be produced, and where mica is in gxcess
the resulting soil will ba tinged of a red or dark
brown colour, owing 0 the iron containe d i that sub-
stance beconing oxydied. The granite which, oo
disinte gration, yi the bast sail, will therefore be
that in wh'ch mica and felspar predominate.”

“ Pravines Welleday is by no means uniforn i
quility. ‘The coxst line exhibits a marew sandy belt
of low land to the northward and eastward, while o
the sonthward the arable or habitable tracts are hen-
med m, excepting in a few high points, by a broad
mud flat covered with mangrove trees and which is
flooded at high water. Beyoad the sandy balt and
mangrove are extensive alluvial tracts undae rice cul-
tivation, altervating with ridges of light svil running
parallel to the coast. These rilgzes in the centre of
the Province and tawards the frontier give place to
ircegularly sl | Nuvial plains hing north
and south. A faw hills of maderate elevaiion are
scattered  throughout the district.  The soil of the
alluvial plains and rice grounds is superior in fertility
to Luvds of the same ciasses on Penang.  That of the
hillsis mach the same in both. Extensive roads have
buen and are now being made 1o faciliats interconrse,
and4hiree large rivers, besides numecons creeks, aford
ready access to many parts of the country. The ma-
terials for building are obtained either in the Provinee
or from the country immediately , and all
ordinary supplies, such as catle, poultry and butier
&c. &c. are abundanf; and indeed Penang, is now
e!]ie!ly provided with these supplies from this Pro-
vince.”

“The advantages of cultivating the hills” atPenang
“consist in the general good quality of tieir soil—in
the constant supply rof moisture in the shape of rain
and mist or clouds, and in elevation above the heat-
dlzdnélryingai.rnt‘n‘ne vallag B o[l s o oo da

“ The disadvantages are the deterioration—unless
pains be taken by encouraging the growth of binding
grasses—of the soil b{“l.hn rain washing or filtrating
away ; the impracticability of efectually using the
plough and the inconveni of istance and conse-
quent enhance.neat in the pay of labonrers and cast
of conveying uce o town. Some of the swa'n-
!:y land, before alluded to, might be rendered availa-

le to the planter by deep draning, trenching and rais-
ing ; but veey partial auempts only have bean male
to attain these purposcs, for agriculiurisis have rarely
deviated from old aml half obsolete customs.  The
righest " soil, could it be recovered froun the sea, is
that in which the man grove grows—being compose |
of the finest alluvions of the coatinental rivers and
the hill streams of Peoang, which are ewrried by the
carrents and deposited along the coasts.  The pro-
cess of recovery 15 now slowly going along thereoast
of Provinge Wellesley, by &n.- recessioa of the sea,
or rather by the depositions abhuded to.” -

Oll‘rlubor it is said :

“If good wages be indicative of the prosperity of a
community, ttg(: Penang and its dqr:df.:cyjmust
be Hourishing. Should this position be questionggd
in & superlauve sease, still the fact that such wages
are paid, may be considered as proving the absence
of distress ; and it" is, i a philanthropic point of
view, satisfactory to. think, that although the fived
natire p‘(:?ula!iou'ol' the Lsland now exceeds 46,000
and that of Province Wellesley is upward of 47,000
souls, the rate of wages has not bee so matarially
affected as to degrade the labouring class, while it has
baen relacad in a degree sufficient 10 give a stimulus
to enltivation anl encourage nent to szttlers, The
fact is that the bulk of the non-ecominareial nazive po-
prlation is composed of indepeadent land-owners and
that those who are not proprietors, ace either farm-
ers of land, or s engaged i variouws occupa-
tions. which, unless 1 tim2s of szarcity, supply all
their wants. But suzh is the character of the \ lay
that, with occasional exceptions, he will, rather thai
take a spade in hand for hice, content himself with a
bare-pittance not exceeding half of the sum he might
gain by labor in tha pluntation of a planter. These
remarks apply perhaps more strongly o the Province
than to Penang, beciuse rice is there more abundant
and a livelinod may be obtained in various ways not
requiring constant application. ‘The same disinclina-
tion to exertion not imperiously called for by necessity
prevents the native land-owners, not being Chinese,
embarking 1o a useful extent in any sort of cultivation
requiring considerable capital ; and it is observable.
that the most u izing part of the community
consists of those native 1etors who pay bt a no-
minal quit-rent and mp:m to live in frugal indol-
euce, which, with their simple habits, is. luxary to.
them ; so reverting to the old adage—necessity—
w] in days, originates in artificial wants
::d reﬁne:}epu as well as in natoral impulses—is

e t of invention, or in oth i
o o i ke

And, in iliustration of the above, the
author states that—-

“ In 1828, I in silk-worms frem: Calcutta,
and offered themn gl:-:'t:dmtha natives, but not one
was accepted, although the mulberry thrives there,
requiring only a very sinall degree of care o be bes-
towed on it. ' The same had nearly attended my of-
fier of seed coffee, and other plants and graius; some-

_of the Malays have, however, eullival_ed. the-foreign

tnbacco-seeds obtaived from Caleuua.” . . .

The Chinese. he considers. the-only native
class. who.are really deserving of the hame of
spirited cultivators, and they, feel no inclina-
tion to raise produce which will not yield a.
speedy return such ;. as. Pepper, Sugur, Gam-
bier, Cutch, Indigo, &c. or to.adopt Epro,
pean improvement. This class of laboters.
can scarcely be had for less than nine Sicca,
Rs per month, But Chaliahs, whose com-
rl‘allve strength may be considered equiva-

ot to 5 Chuliahs to 3 Chinese, ace paid
about six JRs. monthly: Malay liborers,
) _ ut the same as the
natives. of the Mndras side of India, the

E Chuliahs ; but he thinks them preferable where

very systematic work is to be done. Liborers
are generally engaged by. the month, but paid
commonly accerding to the number of days
only in which. work is done.

In Singapore, the number of laborers from

India is small in comparison to.the Chinese,,

but that marked difference, in favar of the
latter, is not observed, and they obtain. the
same rate of wages, which is eight days work
for one Spanish dollar, or four dol ars per
month ; iu both. cases the labore-s providing
themselves with food &c. &c. There is also
another apparent difference in the Chinese

| population of this Island, which is, that they

evince no backwardness in making plantations

of commodities, the growth.and production of
which require a.length of time, such as Sugar-
canes

les here exclusively for mastication).
Pepper and Guambier, bol,h of which latter
are favorite plants and grown in small plan-
tations, amidst the jungle, to a very conside-

i

extent, Coffee is said to be making
some among them likewise,

Peuang seems posséhsed 6f a privilege not
enjoyed b this Settlement, and we believe,
*Malacca also, in hpving land granted out by
Government to cultivators, on reisonable terms.
Formerly this benefit extended to Malacca and
Singapore, but on account of the little en-
couragement which the last land regulations
held out to persons wishing to become plant-
ers, if they are still im fore>, they remain a
dead letter. The author states t\lfmltl e::e Pe-
nang (aad we sa Province. We is
llsfincluded)—‘ppm ,

“ Dry waste land for plantations may be obta’ned
from the Government on leases ol ® 20 years endur-
ance, ata gquit-rent varying accordng 1o its locality,
but not on the average exceeding 2 Res an ovlong,
from 2 to 5 years being allowed rent free, and the
rent gradually increasing to the maximum ; and per-
sons desirous of grawing spices or other valuable pro-
duets may, it isbelieved, onapplication tothe Govern-
ment, havethe term extended.” ©..

The regulations alluded to above, stipulated
first, that the party intending to locate him-
self should, after clearing the.land, obtain a
lease for fifteen years at a yearly reat of one
Spanish dollar per acre : at the expiration of
which, it is to be exchanged for another of
fifteen years, but at three dollars per acre—
then for another one for the same period at
not exceeding six dollars; and finally for a
fourth ome. not exceeding fen doilars, which
was themaximum ground rent, per annum. As
we have already said these hizh exactions were
so liitle calculated to call forth enterprising
persons to lucate themselves here, that from
the time of their enactment to the present
day, they have remuined inoperative. With
rezard to this Island, which was then much
more so than even at present, a mass of forest
and swamp, and at a time too when the fner
kinds o:'n?picﬂs were more exclusively the
subject of attentian than othar tropical com-
modities, sueh regulations argned a great
want of wisdom: for it must have been appa-
rent that common prudent would deter persons
from engaging in the business of planting nut-
megs and cloves which de not became produc-
tive umil fen years afler planting, knowing
that meanwhile, tihey must be paying an an-
nual rent of oue dollawr per acre 1o the Go-
vernment, in addition to the expense already
incurced m reclaiming the land and that duily
called for i the prosecution of the work,
The conzaquenee af these vegulations was that
no applications were made for leases, and as
has already been said, this Ishud remains
without other enltivation than a iew patelies
of Gambier and Pepper.




