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We noticed in our last number the i}n‘l%"ﬂl‘
of a prahu commissioned by the Haj.“-nh of
Delhi to convey a letter to the _Resuient
Councillor of this place, supposing it to have
some connexion with the endeavours of go-
vernment to repress piracy in the Straits. In
this we are not mistaken, and we have since
learned that the Rajah or Sultan, as he is more
commonly called, of Delhi, expresses every
desire to ‘second the Straits authorities in
their exertions on that behalf, having deputed
one of his Council to enter into arrangemests
for the purpose. We are not aware that any
other ofthe native princes or chiefs, has yet met
the application oF the Commissioners with so
much alacrity, or symptoms of a like sincerity
—and as the Rajah of Delhi is not omdy one
of the most powertul chiefs on the East Coast
of Sumatia, but unlike the majority, has
never been accused or suspected di harbour-
ing or ehcouraging pirates, we trust the local‘

horities will $ce every mcans to in!p a
:,t;,;om'dplstnudins \ﬂlﬁ th® chief. N iy
ve Lelieve, is Letter calculated to concilinte
the good will, a® animate t_l!e exertions of
je-lly welledMposed native piinces, than to
meeie their overtures with attention, and to
;r ~« that some degree of value (s attached to
(leir connexion, and to the services tiey pro-
gose to%ender, To mmister to this vanity
csts nothing— but very little in the way of
ccldness off neglect speedily serves to wound
it, and convert its owner into, what is worse
than useless at all times and in all places~
an offended a® reluctant ally. _

The territory subject to the Sultan of Delhi
is perhaps the most fertile and productive of

any along gie whole extent of the East Coast

of Sumstra. It extends from the town of
Delbi northward along the coast to Timiang
Peint, a distance of about 40 miles, and

gouthward to Point Pabuangang or Bunga-

Hunga, @ distance of 15 miles whou. the. river
Sudung forme its boundary. The interior li-
mits appear by wo means defined, but extend
inwards from the Coast until they approximate
the dominions of the Battas, a distance appa-
rently of 25 miles. The principal product
of Delli is pepper—of which 36,000 piculs
are said to be annually exgprted—Db&ing either
sent to Singapore and Penang, but mostly to
to the latter, or laden on board the vessels
which visit the place for the purposes of trade.
The cultivation of rice is vet; extensive, but
vot sufficient for the food of the inhabitants
as it is imported in considerable quantity for
consumption. The culture of both of these
articles, which are the principal Products of
Delbi, is, we learn, rapidly iucreasing,
Lees” Wax and Sulphur, of which the latter
is procurable in great guantity from the moun-
tains of the Batta country, are also exposted
—as also fvory, but in limited quantity. To-
bacco is cultivated to some extent. Kachang
or peas, of various descriptions, are grown
with ease and produced in abundance. The
Sugar-cane also flourishes in perfection—dnd
a sufficient quantity of Sugar is manufactured
for the use of the mhabitants, besides what is
consumed in the masucation of the cane itself,
Pulses, yams, sweet potatoes and other escu-
leot vegetables are natives of the soil and form
part of the ordinary food of the inhabitants,
besides Indian corn which is extensively plant-
ed. They bave also a great variety of fruits,
and a valuable sapply of timber, both for
ship-building and furniture, Their domestic
antmals consist of the horse, cow, goat &e.,
Lestdes the buffulo which also runs wild in
their forests where other wild animals also
sbound, of which the most formiduble are the
tiger, the bear, the elephant and the rhinoce-
r0s.  The pepulation of the state of Delhi
vhich forms bu* a swall portioa of the whole
torritory subject toit, is suid to amount to
20,000 Mauhomedans and Battas.
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The cecupations of husbandry & cultivation

ppear to be almost entirely carried on by the
Battas.  These people, notwithstanding their
alledged cannibal propensities, are represented
o us by some of their Malay neighbours of
Delli as extremely lonest, docile and in-
dustrious—although there are other tribes of
them possessing considerable ferocity of dis-
positon. . Thewr external eleanliness and care
1 some respects contrast strangely with their
Lith and revoliing practices in otlrers.  The
soices round their dwellings and their plan-
tuions of every kind are kept beautifully clean,
and swept and tended with a precision and
rogularity  that would . delight  the eye of
the most fastidious nursery-man. Their per-
sons and clothing are, on the other hand, very
dity,—and nothing is too gross for their food,
as they will eat carrion of buffulo, cat, rat,
dog, or whatever it may beggrith the same ap-
prrentrelish as their more general food. They
keenly resent every attempt to defrand them
-—or refusal to acknowledge their just elaims.
Cases have occuried, when having had ocea-
sion 1o complain to the Sultan against their
emphbyer on a plantation for some breach of
contract, and not having had jostice dealt
cut 1o them as promptly as it appeared to
them the case required, they have cut down
crciy pepper vine ou the estate and decamp-
ed back mto their own country.  This makes
the Malays recognise and adopt the policy of
fair dealing with the Battas, who, it 1s admit-
ted are themselves most punctilious in the
discharge of their own contracts. The terms
and conditions on which the Battas are
tnzaged in the cultivation of Pepper &e.
vary according to circumstances; they do
not, however, appear to be at any time
paid 1 wages, properly so calied.” The
more  general contract is that e owner
Of the soil pays a stipulated but low price
1o them for two-thirds of the wliole produce
of the vipes, and the selling price of the duy
for the remaiming third,

It is customary, however, when the plan-
lation 18 10 be commenced, to maintain the
Buttus on rice and salt, and to provide
tiem wl®h certain implements of husbandry
uatil the pepper has hegan to bear—which
13 geverally in three vears, when the new
contract succeeds, by which it squares with
the mterest of the Battas to make the estate
s productive as possible, A peaceable and
unguspicious intercourse appears to be carried
tu between the Malays of the State of Dellii
and the Battas of the interior, which béth
#0 doabt find it their interest 1o promote—
and the Sultan of Dellii has the good sense
o make all the Battas within bis Jurisdiction
subject to the same laws as his Malayaa
subjects, and to assign the same punirh-
eut 10 a breach of the laws committed
by a Malay, where a Battal is the sullerer
as vice versa.  The present Sultan, indeed, ap-
bears to be rather an amiable person ; he has
abolished, %r at least does not put in force,
several barbarous pumishments of g capital
natre assi ed by the laws or customs of
Delbi to offences of a particular kind-—and

finds it a more merciful as wsll as a wiger po-

licy to condemn the ' offenders to m

on the " roads—employing them
streets and lay out roads about
which he is very desiious, it is said, to see resem-
Hug what he saw on g yisit
to Penang. The river on the banks of which
the town of Delhi stands, instead of being
bordered on either side by maugrove Jungle,
or fringdd with a dense and impervious forest,
as is so generally the case in these countries,

r::uuu clear aud elevated banks, and flows
the most part through a fine o

the pen country,
exhibiting at every stage well-

_ villages
::ddextcume tracts of planted and cultivated
nd. '
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