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THE MALAYAN PENINSULA.
—

FROM THE JOURNAL AS. soc1zTy, Sepr. 1836.

—

V.—Sketeh of theState of Miar, Malay Peninsula, By
T. J. Newsovp, Lieut., A. D. C. to Brigadier
General Wivsox, C. B,

The information containad in this paper was oh-
tained partly from personal observation, and partly
from inquiries made while on a visit to the chief of
the country at Gressik, on the Miar river, in 1833,

.

The state of Miar lies to the south of the Malacea
territory, from which it is divided, towards the coast,
Ly the Cossany river, aud interiorly by a suppositions
line drawn between Bealon, Chomd ny amd Moant
Cphir. The Serling rviver sepacates it from Pabang,—
Paryit Slput from the tract of Dalin Kiya Padung—
aud the Marbdiwe Sa-ratis from Jahile.

Poyuiation.~The interior of Miar is generally ter.
med Seydmel.  The united populaiion is stated not to
excrel 2,400,  This appears extremely seant com-
pared with the extent of territory ;3 and arises froin
tie miszavernment and apathy of the fowdal savereicn,
the Sultan of Johive—whence perpetual broils amoag
the petty chicds, evising insecusity of person and pro-
peity, al eventually desertion of the soil by most of
the caltivating and trading elusses of the commaanity.
The honest prasant, in many instances, is compelled
from sheer necessity to tuvn robber ; and the coasts,
instend of being crowded with fishermen, swarm with
Wrafen. These remaiks may be applicd generally to

ie whole of the peniasula under native sway, though
to Mudr more particalarly 1 the whole of which eoun-
try appears to be one almost uninterrupted muss of
jungle and swamp, if we ean except a few strageling
viiliges and clearings.  Cultivated rice grounds have
dejonerated fato  barren marshes — an  enormous
furest, abounding with wild elephants, overshndows a
soil natarally rich and prolific ; whiie the gaant rhi-
roveres aad mucouth tapie stalk wninotesied ovar spots
which, if tea 1t on belies them not, were once the sites
of lnrge and pipuloas towns.

Such is the melawcholy picture of the effccts of
misrile which tiis un'vippy conntry presents to the
eye of the travellar, who cannot avoid being sensibly
touched by tuis forcille, Utuoagh sident, appeal fur
melioration,

Tha principal villages are Polla, Lauglkal, Goossik,
Ring, Seydwmet, Payih, and Pangldlany Kota, the
residence of the chief, oa the river.

Produce and Reveane.~The produce of the eonntry
cousists of a little rice, sago, ivory, ebouny, gold dast,
tin, wax, alos.wod, gum benzoin, eaunphor (small ia
quentity and of inferior quality), rattans of the kinds
Baite and Jzgga, Daaumer Battu, 1Y wacr Miaa
jueracy
generaily from the heads of parenpines, and a wach
repite amony Malays for medicind purposos,

The chief bas beea empowered by the lute Sultan
of Jalkdre to levy an impost apon every bi o of tin ex-
ported, of . L. Lauint i, 1Y Sp, Dles,

Oune hundred bundles of ratans, .. 1 da. do.
Oue bhiar of ebony,c. o vo vaveen 14 do. <o,
One koyan rice imported,.. .. .. 2 do. do.
One koyan salt  do........... 1 de. do.
One kattiotopium do..... ...... 20 do. do.

On sinnller articles he levies a daty of 5 per eent.
He iins the power of exacting the gritaitons Libour of
his subjsets, and derives svme ewolunent from the
fines he inflicts on them at pleasare, .

Guoornment —Munar is under the svay of a ohief
baaring the title of Tambazany, who is a vassal of Jo-
Lire.  Uader the Tumieg my arve eight Panghil s,
four of whom are sty@d Auoat do Jlir—iha remain-
der, Ampal de Ulu,  The formar ave the Peaghiis
of Gresnk, Dukit Raya, Lixug Datle, and Ring ;—
the Intter, those entith d Bovars, Tusiong, Daggany,
anl Moeneal.  There is nowinlly a mosqus under
cach Panghili, butin that of Umbeam alone is the
Joma-abed Leld,  This is in the jusisdiction of the
Punghild basar.  The enstoms enjoinad by the code
steemed Uadicay Ead ong Madiye; anl the Mihom-

medan law of snceession obtains, to the exclygion of
the Tvdmba Pusiia prevailing in the four Mena: pd-i-
biire staies.

History —Mar, like the rest of tha Malay penin-
sty was formerly fahiahited by sivasa abosriziaad
tribes, amo.s whom the Jeessns seem to elaim the
saperiority. Wil regacd to its origin, it is siated in
the Sgdra Maldyu that Sri Lieaads;s Sha’, the mo-
nacch of Sing tapura, on his city boin: taken hy the
Bitiva of M japatit, 0.0 to Muar. This cvent took
pines a'mat the middle of the 13th eantury s and it is
asseavtad that Lo lefe one of his ALudiis i the wterior
of Muar.

No more mentinn is made of this state until near
the widdle of the 14th eentury, when the Kingdom
of the Saltan of Malacca, M izavwva Suam, was in.
vaded by the Siamese uader T'uaws Ciaont, The
Saltan on this oceasion divected a levy of the popa-
lation of Mier to be made, and the iuhalitauts to
be asscabled at Mulaecea, According to the Malay
annnls, the war between Siam and Ma'acea ** conti-
nucd for a long time, and gre:st nmnbers of the Siamese
perished : but Malacca was not redaced. At last the
whole Siamese ariny reteeated, and as they took their
departure they threw down large quantities of their
baggage Mtans in the district of Afdsr, where they
all took root ; and that is the orvigin of the name Ra-
fea Siam, Their stocks, which were formed of fig-
tree wood, likewise took root in a place in the vicinity
of Miar, where 1t still exists. The rests for the
Siame-e cooking places also took r¥ut and grew up,
and are to be seen at this day at the place named
Twmang Siawm.”” 1 was unable to find out the locality
of the places here mentioned by the anthor of the
Sejdra Maldyn though every inguicy was made near
the spots where these scenes are sail to have oceur.
red. The tradition, howewer, of the defeat of the
Siunese wae univ y eurrent. In 1511, Anuep,
Saltan of Malacea, on his city being taken by the
Portuguese, retreated up the Miar rviver to a place
called Pagoa, about 15 or 16 miles from Gressik, now
under the Pangdld lesar, Ixcut Murr, Sultan
Maumu'p remained at Baffu Hampar, and fonnded
a fort at Beatayen. According to the Seidre Maliyn,
the Po AHMED up the river, attacked
and took Pagoh. Ausep fled further up to Panarigan

- ashamed.

near Jompile, and thence, accompanied by Mammun,
repsired to Pahang. The latter subsequently esta-
blished himsclf at Jokdre. Many of their adherents
remained in Miar and Segdémet, and in course of time
erected a primitive form of government, directed by
four elders, styled 7wah Camponys, who ruled
::::r the Sultans of Jokdre until 1119 A. H. The
campongs were those of Pagoh, Sungie Ri
Sungie ﬁrq’:md Gressik. ’ - o

A. H. 1,119 a Mantri of high birth inJoAdre, named
SaMapr Rasa, obtuined a grant of the territory of
Muar from the then Sultan of Johire, AvpaL JAarin
Sman III. He settled at a place called Panfei La-
Yang on the banks of the river, and ruled till 1143
A. H., when he died succeeded by his son Panu'xa
Tua~; who, on his procecding to the court of Johdre,
on the occasion of his father's demise, was invested
by the Sultan ABDAL JALIL with the title of Tumun-
gong Paduka Tuan. He died A, H. 1175, succeeded by
his son Burok or Anox, who was confirmed by Sul-
tan Appar Javin Suau IV,, then resident at Rhio,
whither he had removed from Julidre. Burok died
at Bunga Tanjong on the Muar vi-er in 1214 A, H.
leaving two sons, Konixk and s v, The former
went to Lingga to present himsclf to Sultan Man-
mu'p 111 hg whom he was acknowledged as third
Tumungong of Muar,

Koxix died in 1216, A. H. leaving 2 son named
SYED, the present chief, who succecded him : he also
left a daughter. Svun procesded to Singapore, where
he was confirmed by the late Sultan, Hussaix Suan
L, whom the English had recently placed on the
throne of his ancestors. From him he obtained the
title Tumungong Dattu Syed.

It would appear from what has been advanced
above, and by the subsequent boundary treaties, that
Muar has always been feudal to the Sultan of Jokdre
since the time of “their ancestors, the ancient sover.
cigns of Singapore and Malucca, appoae to lave
clhimed Muar, s in the map of Vararys the hound-
ary line of the Dutch territory is made to extend so
far beyond the Muar river as the Rio Foruioso.

The Tumungong’s sway is confined to the villazes
immediately on the banks of the Muar river and on
those of the strewn of Segamef, which empties itseli
into the Muar about 12 miles above Pankdleny Kdla.
He appears to be popular from hi= easy temper, and
the inhabitants feel alarmed at the idea of ay change
being made in the government by the Sultan of Jo-
hére,  We had an interview with this M tlay chief at
a village, about 18 miles up the river, callod Gressls,
He acknowledges himself a vassal of Jokore, and
sends annually to the Saltan the smount of a duty
levied on the houses of the scttlers at Pudaig (onz
dollar per house) and 200 gumpils of rice.

Matayan Albino.—On lunding at Gressik T was
struck by the singular appearanes of a Malay lad, an
Albino, standing under the shade of o tree on the Fiver
bauk. His skin was of a reddish white, with blotehes
here and there, and thinly covered with short white
bairs. The eyes were sinil and conteacred 3 the iris
of a very light vascular blue; the lids red, and fringed
with short white lashes ; the eyebrows scant and of
the same colour 3 the papil much contractad from the
light. On calling hii to come near he appeared to be

He evinced an extreme sensibility to the stimulas
of ligkt, from which he almost constantly kept his
cyes guarded by shading tham with his hands. e
told me he could see heiter than his neighbonrs in
imperfect darknezss, and best by moonliiht, like the
“moou-eyed” Albiaos of the Istwus of Darien,

He is worbidly sensitive to hent: for this reason
and on account of the superstitions respect with which
the Malays regard rim, he is seldom emplayed by his
friends in outdoor work, aoltho’ by no means deficienc
in physieal strength. The eredulous Malays imngine
that the Genii have some furtive share in the produciion
of such curiosities, though this they tell as a great
secret.  To this day the tomb of his grandfiher, who
was also an Mbino, is held sacved by the autives and
Vows (niyvats) are made at it. Both his parcnts were of
the usual colour.  His sister is an 4line like Lim-
self, 0

Albinos, 1 believe, are not common on the peninsn-
la. nor are there any tribes of then as, accarding to
VorLraine, exist in the midst of Afiica, In the [‘m]_y
two instances I recolleet observing, the eYes were, 1n
both, of a very light blne ; the cuticle roughizh and of
a rosy blush, very diffcient from that of the two Afri.
enn Albivoy seen and descvibed by Vorraiar, and
quoted by Lawuzexce; * Leur blanehenr n'est pas
la ndtee ; rien d'incarnat, nul mAluse d: Llme et de
bran, ¢'est une eoleur de linge, on pluiit de cire blin-
chie ; lours chevenx, lewrs sourveils sout de la plus
belle et de la plus douce soie; leurs veayx ne resem-
bleut en ricn i coux des autres howiaes, nais ils ap-
proacheat hrancoup des yeux de perdiiz,”  Eysai sur
lez Alirura,

Whireraw Arvsrig, in bis deseription of the AL
binos of eontinant d Tadis, aseribes to th s e s
detiensy of constitutio v and shyness obiervabla in the
Malayan 425ina, and that they are seldom known to
live to an advanced nze.  The faunles, he remarka,
rarely bear children; bat when they do, theie off-
spring is of the natural colour of the exst to which
they belongz.

Qiservalinas an the e river.—1hue Muar river
at the mouth has an appwent width of about G060
yards, and at Grossil 18 miles up the stres o is whout
100 yards broad awd 7 Cithoms deep. The sound.
ings at the bar varied from § w1} fathons low
water. The ewrrent ran at the raie of 2% miles an
bhour. It has its rise, accordine to the natives, among
the monntaini of Jellakos, and falls into the sea about
32 miles sonth-east of Ma'ecca.  From these moun-
tains the Serfing river, which disembhozues itself into
the China sea at Pekang, aald the Calang rives, which
flows into the Strait< of Malacea newe Selenyure, have
also their rige. Tha general direction of the Muwasr
river from the mouth to Gressik we found to be N. E.
—its course tortuous, the banks for the most part low,
mudidy, and covered, with the exception of the vieini-
ty of villages and a few L dang clensings, with dense
jungle. Amongthe trees near the river's margin we
observed the mangrove, the Nipai palm, (the Nypa
Srncticans of TRuNBERG,) the Nibong, &the Areca
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The water of the river was mofe turbid than that of

the Lingie, which might be owing to the freshes from
the hills, The paucity of cultivation, thinness of po-
pulation, and the almost total absence of trading hoats
and even fishing canoes on the river, could not fai®
to strike the most careless obseler. By this river
there is a communication, almcX all the way by water,
with the eastern coast of the peninsula, frequently
adopted by the Pahang traders. The navigation was
formerly under the control of a Bugis chief named
UNKU’ KELA'NA, who settled at the mouth of the river ;
and, after him, under his son faja 1ssa: bat on the
return of the latter to Rliio in 1826, it reverted to
the Tunumgong.
In former days the mouth of the river was a noted
place of rendezvous for the flests of the Siamese, and
in latter times of the Malay princes, in thew attacks
on Malacea during the Portuguese and Dutch admi-
nistrations. The last instance occurred in 1781, when
m}la , the Muda of Rkio, anchored there with
a ol‘l.;a prows on his way to invade Mafacca;
an enterprize in which he lost his life,

Gold Mines of Bukit Raja—Gold dust is found
a short distance from the left bank of the river at
Bukit Raja, alow hill covered with forest, which wis
pointed out to us by the guides. There were, we
were told, formerly gold mines on and at the foot
of this hill worked by Malays, who were compelled
to quit them throngh the exactions by the petty chiefs,
The Tumungong had brought down with him in his
own boat to Gressik, two Chinese miners, with tha
view of ascertaining whether any miniag gp=culations
there would be likely to turn out profitabiy or othir-
wise. I have not heard the result. Tin is also found
near Bukit Raja.

From Gressik we saw a range of hills at a great
distance running down the peninsala in o south-easter-
ly direction, one ol the highest of which is ealled
Stiang-battu, the Cave of the Rock. From this moun-
tain, the natives affirm, flow the rivers of Baflun Pa-
hat, (the Rio Formoso of the Portuguese,) Pontian,
Undowe, Roompin, Bennoon, and Jodove: the l1st of
which streams empties itself into sea at the ex-
tremity of the peninsula: on its left bank stood tha
capital of the Malay empive of Jokare. This ranse
of mountains seems to be a continuatidn, if I i 1y
so term it, of the broken chain ruzning down tha
peninsula through the States of Quedak, Popak, Sa-
langore, Sungei-ujong, Rumbowe, Jellaboy, and Sii-
menanti, terminating near Polat Romania, and pro-
bably having their origin in the lofty ranzes which
overlook the vast sfeppes of Northern Asia.



