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LLORE PIRACY.
v i
Tlie pirates on the East. Coast are bolder
than was to be supposed, considering that
there is now so formidable a naval force in
that direction.  About 10 -days aco, 4 Siam

Junk, on her way from Chartilicon to this

poit, with a cargo of salt and oil on beard, was
attacked by a pieatical fleet of 9 prahus, a
little to the southward of Pulo Aor, and
while sfill o sight of that island. Soven of
the boats are described as beivg of a lurce
size and having each about 30 men on board,
the other two as being considerably smaller
and having only about 10 men in each., These
staiioned themselves ut some distance, apin-
reutly on the look-out, while‘'the seven lir e
boats maiutuined the attack upon thé Junk,
which was fortumately armed with two six=
pounders, and five smaller pieces, bat had
only 18 men in all on board. The attack
commenced in the worning ot long afier sun-
tise—the Junk was becalmed, and the pirates
came within less than a stone’s throw of tie
veasel, and at one time approached so close
that they prepared to grapple the Juuk, ex-
tending out for that purpose a long pole with
an iron” ook at ove extremity. They moved
off azain lLowever on seeine that the Junk
people had a kind of grenade all ready to
cast into their boats as they came eloser, and
seemed mcere willing to trust to the effect of
their shot.  The contest lasted unti) a late
hour in the afternoon, the Junk making the
best resistance she could, but apparent!y do-
ing little or no execution, while her hull was
pierced in every direction by the shot of the
pirates, and her siils and rigeing much 1ivjeir-
ed. A breeze at last came on, and enablod
her to escape, the pirates not continning the

pursuit. Tha latter moved off towards Pulo

Aor,—and shoutly after they had desisted

from the attack, the people on board of the
Junk “observed that a fire was lighted on that
island as a signal to the pirates, which was
teplied to in the same mauner from on board
of their prahus by holding alofta large burn-
ing torch. No person on board of the Junk
was killed—but one man received a slight

‘wound irom a splinter in the arm. On arriving

liere and discharging their cargo it was found
that the water coming in through one of the
shot holes had caused a considerable loss of
the salt that was on board. ' '

We have always held the Malay pirates
chieap as a dangerous enemy, when means of
resistance are at hand—and nothing we think
can place thém in a more contemptible light
than the accaunt just given of their attack
upon the Siam Junk. Seven large boats,
having fully 200 men in all on board of them,
with all means and appliances to boet, and
every circumstance in their favour, are unable
in a da);iﬁghting to capture such a craftasa
Stam Junk, with only18 peoplein her, & not a
a man aijong thcm accustomed to the use of
warlike afms of any sort! ]

This flegt does not. appear, from the account
obtained of them, to have been the Illanoon Pi-
rates who| are known: to be in that vicinity
at present—+and ae we have received informa-
tion of anpther piratical having been
seen in a diferent quarter, the Whole maraud-
ing force ngw along thag coast must be very.
considerable, A sampan pukat from Trin-
ganu reports, it appears, that eight prahus
had sailed from that port a short time ago,
and proceeded to the northward, ‘intending
to lay in-wait for the Cockin-Chipa vessels—
ps they were afraid to make their app_eatahr&
in this neighbourbivod —and the Clirese trad-
s that have last arrived from I.’azlr.mg report
paving seen five of the l_ll:lm b_OIlI.! off the
pouth of the Paliang river—a rich lmr\'e.st
for the Woif and Sicamer—and we trust it
will be gathered.

-t {4




