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THE EX-KING OF QUEDAH.
The ex-King of Quedah

& prisoner in the hands of 1
meut  He

is now once more
te British Govera -

facts to which efer,
e ol
ng at_oar by *x-Ring o al is :

tent of the

us—apd how well we can sometiimes prove to
mnple of these countries that ';‘I;qrem-
nent representiug the most powerful and en-
lightened nation in the world can condescend
| 10 acts of perfidy and injustice,

. It is now somewhat more than fifty years

ferring 1o the Britishs government the island of
Penang, which was then ardependency of that
con:z. The Teigning Kinz of ‘Quedsh
courted our friendship with avidity—believing
as he did that he would fimd in our alliance a
sure source of ‘protection against liis old and
powerful en the S and; as he was
probably well aware that our government at-
taclled considerable importance to the acqui-
sation of Penang, e no doubit thought him-
self in a situation that would enable him to
make that important object a preliminary
with which we would readily. domply, It
seems, indeed, beyond dispute that be wax
led to expect our assistance against the Sia-
mese—and that expectations of that kind con-
stituted his most powerful motives for trans-
ferring. Penang to the British government,
And it was no doubt with such an under.-
standing on his part, that we entered upon
“possession of that island in 1786 —although
the only clearly expressed condition at this
time appears 10 have been that our Goveru-

his heirs or successors the annual sam of
10,000 Drs. as compensation for the transfer
ol the island, so long s we should continue’
in possession.  Mr. Lisnr, however, by whose
instrumentality the teansfer was effected; wus
authorised by the Supreme Government to
state that he would * employ the-cont

remained upoi this footing up to the year |

1798 when a Treaty, comprising fourteen ar-
ticles, was enteved iuto between Tra Ooprey
the then King of Quedah .and Sir Gronce
Lerrn, Licut. Governor of Prince of Wales
Island on the part of the British Govéiment,
It was by this treaty that the strip of seu coast,
since culled Provinee Wellesley; oppasite to
Penang, was wade over to the Euglish, and
which appears to huve been given up without
any additional cousideration in money being
| received m return,—as the annual compensa-
| tion to be paid to the King of Quedah remains
by the first auticle of this Treaty the same as
| arranged by Mr. Licnt—viz. Drs. 10,000 a

ear. All the remuining articles of theTreaty

I question are of subordinute imp-itance
with the exception cf the. foillowing clause of
the fourteenth, viz,— .

- “The fuurieen articles hemyg settled and
concluded, between His Majesty and the Eng-
lish Company, the countries of Quedah and
Pulo Pinany shall be as oxt coustry, and
whoever shall depart or deviate From uny part
of this agreement, the Almighty punish and
destroy him, he shall not .’

In the letter from™ the Supreme Govern
meat authorising the Treaty, it is moreover
stated that:  *““This Government will.always
keep an armed vessel stationed to guard the
island of Penang, und the Coasts adjacent
belonging to the King of Quedah,” and that
 the Governor General will take care that
the King of Quedah shiall not be a sufferer by
an Enghsh Settlement being formed on the
island of Penangz." ' In what light could this
promise of a ship of war to guard ‘his coasts,
cuntained in the letter, and the intevnational
unity procluimed in the 14th Article of the
treaty, be regarded by the King of Quedah if
| motas an assurance of protection to that count-y

against its enemies? It was not_lonf, how-
ever, before he learned how mnch he had
been deceived. The Siamese laid the coun-
try under new bcfd_eusr,‘dand m;'qad the:

pressive exactions —and repeated appea
:]r:d supplications 1o uur'.l(}m;mmt at Pe-
uang for assistince passed unheeded.

) Agl ]?:nglh-in 1821 a powerful Siamesa flee
made a descent upon the coast—antl disem-
barked a numerous force in the Quedah ri-
ver. Their appearance was so sudden and
unexpected that a sufficient body of men
could not be brought together to oppose their
landing and  further ess. Some com-
bats were fought—but the result” was that
the Siamese prevailed—and that the King
after a_narrow escape, and having endured

the utmost privation and fatigue found his
way over to €enang where he was hospitably
received by the guvernment, and  »

not unbecoming his rank. - Ove of lis
m.hoiaver was taken pri by the ene.

my and conveyed to Siam. . of

is
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In 1831, Tuanku Koodin the nephew of
perate but unsuccess-
ful attempt to expel the Siamese and regain
Quedab. " His_ failure was chiefly owing to
the share taken by our Government in the
contest, as our armed vessels instead of
of Que were busy in destroying his own
4 uttempted to do the same
thing—Afring into them and sioking them |
when engaged with the Siamese fect. The |
same year the ex-King was conveyed to Ma-
! In consequence; it 1s supposed, of the |
Fepresentation of the Siamese, arising out of
neéphew. "

The “former governor of Quedah"” hdwever,
by some ble met phosis no
longer * His Majesty of Purlis and Queduh,”
still continued to reside in Penang—and did
not remove for several years subsequently.

Tu the early partof last year, as we have no-
ticed in former numbers of this paper, the ex-
King was permitted to leave Malueca, where
he had continued to reside since 1831, It is un-
derstood that he had agreed to fix his abode
it appears
alnost certain that suth was never his in-
tention—aund bis subsequent conduct proves
that, desperate. as were, his prospects
of success, he still clung td the hope of reco-
veting his kingdom from the Siamese, and of
being restored to his lost rights and digni-
ties. It does certainly appear improbable
that he should have entertained the idea that
our Government would not interfere between
him and the Siamese in the asseriion of his
claims, altho’ he is reported to have encour-
aged that belief among his followers. But,
whatever might have been bis intentions or
expectations he could never have conceived
himself to assumi ition that was
himself
und followers such a visitation as that to which

this article. Nothing short of the commence-
ment of actual hosulities by the ex-king
against the Siamese, éither in Quedah itself, or
in some other tertitory dependent on them,
can afford the slightest pretext under any
article of the tréaty with Siam of 1826, for the
use of urms aguinst him by the British govern-
ment. - No hostilities, however of the
kind .had  commencsd — in ‘fact, no
hostilities at all. The ex-King  was
residing, as . he had been for about- a
year before, in the istand of Bruas lielowg-
ing to the independeut Malay chief of Perak
—with whose sanction apd concurrence, it
no doubt was that he had tixed his abode in
that place.  Under these circumstances H. |
M. _gloup Zebra, with & gunboat of the local
vernment, -is despatclied from Penang lo
ruas to remove him thence by force. “Tiuat
vessel executes her commission to the letter,
and with a vast loss of life to the adherenls
of the unfortunate King, of whom it appears
that more than sixty were killed and wounded,
while of the crew of the sioop-of-war several
also met with a similar fate, It ap-
ppears to us quite needless Lo inquire on what
side the first shot was fired. e were the
sggressors ab initio—for any’ attempt 1o
Bruas was unwar-

ranted  from the and we conceive he
would have been ju&ﬁ in at once resisting
by every meaus in his power any snch at--
tempt.  We had no business with him there
except for the pu s of nw-::n—;md
all lawful ans _of persuasion amight have

mnm'mduea him to return to
i ut

our are we entitted to

expect that force would not be repelled by
force, unless we. trusted to the tercor of our’
arms, and not the justice of our cause!
What i
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with whom we have

‘day as 'His Majesty of Parlis and ‘Quedab,"
‘morrow at the dictatior of

of the Siam; the ¥ former governor. -

"—although it is only by right of liis
lawfol and undisputed sovercignty of that coun-
try thit we [iave held and st#l edntinue 1o
hold possession of Penung—io whom. we pro-
mised, under i tion of the

o

& of
it; that his country £
be ds GQ'I. »

* meanly gave it up, without one word
spoken dr otie Llow struck on its behalf, a
prey to the rancour of ancients enmity, and
to the scourge of the most monstrous op=
Pression.  Such a course. of conduct must
ever excite the warmest indignation, while ut

Pulo Penang should
while we

“the same time it provokes contempt for the pi-

_and timorous policy which. suggested *
it; and it will be I‘n’o":':lrtunalc ifits ﬁrlmn
do not ter the ibution which so
Jjustly awaits it. i




