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-+ On*Saturday last H. M. sloop of war Zebrg
_and the ‘steamer returned to the station,
also the boats of the former which, wie, the
.Gpve'm ment gun-boats, had been out gp -
cruize in search of pirates, along the p.
Coast"of the Peninsula of more than*s month®
duration, having left this on the 15t orJ.m:
last.. On leaving this the boats Proceeded 'y,
examine Point Romania "and ~the Coast
to Pulo Seba, Pulo Tingy and the adjoinjy
group called Pulo Bali, in the'neighbbu >
of which they spent three days ‘without com.
ing in sight even of a  sampan and" tlen p.
turned to the coast visiting Blair's group ang
the main as far north as the river Erdow, which
was ascended about 12'miles; the bouts visit.
ing a Settlement here and"thére and fing;;
that numbers had emigrated. Ten or elevey
days had been passed in this manner wjqq
provisions being- nearly expended, the boats
made a retrograde movement to replenish, and
on the 12th of June fell in with the Zebrg
ana steamer lyinz at anchor between Puly
Seba and the main. Having - joined the Ze-
bra and procured a fresh stock of Provisions,
the boats.again set out on the following day ang
visited Pulo Timeon which was th?rm:ghly ex-
plored and not a soul found on the sland, althg’
there were many remains of habitations ; ynq it
was afterwards reported to the boats that the
inhabitants had been diiven away by the ]I.
lanoon pirates, Thus far not a single prow
which presented a suspicious appearance haq
been encountered, excepting one which, on
examination, provdd to be a Borneo traler,
The boats then steered their course to Pahang,
where Licut. Le Fevre, the ofiéér in coimmangd
of the expedition, had an interview with tje
prime minister of the Rajah, who, Judging from
his.gonyersation, -appegred desirous to put an
end to ull piratical depredations. They remais.
ed threedays in the Pahang River, during which
time an opportunity was afforded of rescujng
, two men, one a Javanese the other a Chinese,
from“slavery—so that the protestations "and

assurauces ol the prime minister are not per--

haps to be quite so confident'y relied op,

Tlat functionary appéared. exceedingly anxis

ous'te get rid of so formidadle & frep: and.
-as he hud assembled’ round” him daring she.

nterview uo less than300° M3lays, armed with
spear and cris, it s probable, that in the first. in-
stance, he expected an attack - From.a na,-

tive tope which was refitting’ here, the-boats
were informed that no pirateS”“hiad malle their

appearance on the coast for tll_E&!‘({,rrﬂ‘ogﬂns_l)ust,_-}
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at which time 5 Illanoon prows were in the

4 "

neighbodrhoad and had carried away the fish.

ermen. These prows were described "as. ve,

large, each coutaining about™ 150 .men and -

having ‘two rows of pullers==which was re-

garded as being rather an exaggzeration, Pu. -

hang was left on the 21st, the boalts standin

cending numerous rivers apparently unknown,
proceeding up some of them as high as 15

“ders at them !

o
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to southward, examining the coast and as- -

and 20 miles.  One of these, about 15 miles ;
abcve the Endow, before altozether uukuown -
either 1o the person in charge of the gun-boats,
orany ot their crews, asalso to Capt. Covgar- -
TON and lus officers, was found to be a tiner-
river than that of Pahang; its depth averaging
si1x to eight fathoms as far up as 20 miles from
its embouchure, and there being 5 to 6. fect
water over the bar opposite its mouth at low
water. On the 24th the boats revisited the
Endow and this time proceeded up about 26
miles, -and met with numerous settlers grow-
g rice and Indian corn, and having a con-.

_siderable - extent of lind under cultivation.,.

Here also they had the satisfaction’ of. restog- . n
ing another Javanese to freedown,. who, had.
sometime ago been captured- by .the Gallang
Pirates and sold to slavery. 3 b e
Oa the morning of the’ 29(h the boats.agan. ..
réjolned the Zebra in company with the Steam-
er, baving already had afoir weeks cruize
under a barning sun, during which they had
explored the line of-éhast from the old Singa- ...
poce Straits up to ‘the Pahang River, besides
the islands adjoining, with a care.and mi-
huteness wiiich does uot appear to have been
equalled on any ‘former occasion, without
eucountering the shadow of a pirate or having
éven a moisel of a scrimmage to put Jack in
good humour with his adventures. Not yet
tired of the chase, the Zebra's boats were, the
following day, in tow of the Steamer, making
search  round point Romania; and then
Crossing over to Bintang prosecuted a diligeit
search in that direction ulso, but without see-
ing a single suspicidus sail. They finally
rejoined the Zehra onthe Ist inst. and came i
here the fullowiug day. ' Q
Such are briefly the details of thiseruize,
as sapplied us from an authentic source—fron
which we feel satisfied that the accounts
given to our coutemporary by the Mary
Sharp, about fleets of pirate prows having
been seen in the neighbourhood in a menaciog
attitude,is pure imagination —the fact being that
theseselfsame prows seen by that vessel off Pulo
Babi & supposed to be pirates, were boarded
by an officer of the Zebra and found to be
very -poor and peaceful traders filléd with -
cocoanuts &c. and were probably making
towards the Mary Sharp in order to get3
market-for-their trifles, when the valiant com-
mander of that vessel, Jet fly his six-poun-
Lo fact, ever since we remea-
ber of ‘the Captain of the free. trader Mi-
nerva having ‘actually taken to flight and put

_back to Singapore from the alarming appear-
!qce, of a trading tope, which he saw quietly

ying at -anchor a few miles outside, we are
rather backward #@o placing the most implicit
reliatice upon - the ‘reports coming from that

qclass ‘of yessels  about Malay pirates, ‘whom

their .imaginagions have invested with such
terrible attributes—from the false and exage
gerated veports which we sometimes see pub~
lished sespecting these vagabonds, aided by

Yheir own .inexperience of their true charace
- ter- : ) ‘
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