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From the communication of a Batavia cor-
respondent dated the 13th instant; we obtain
the following information.
The Datch troops Lefore Bonjal were taking
active measures to reduce that fort—and the
preparations that were going forward seemed
o udicate that a ére'at and final effort would
soon be made. General CLaress had been -
superseded il the command of these forces by
another officer, M:1jor General Cocuivs, who
was nnderstood to have blamed the proceed-
ings of hig predecessor in the former attack’
upon ihie fort of Bonjal—and he is réported to
liave commenced operations with lis miners
with tlie intentica of blowiog up the enemy’s
woiks.
The Putcki steamer Willen de Eerst which
left Sourabaya on the 26th April last for A
boyna had struck on the Lucepara Shoal,
' close to the Turtle Islands, and about 120
thiles distant from her port of destination, after
being eleven days out. She had on board the
Governor of thé Moluccas and his famil y with
150 troups for these islands. Being an old
vessel shie soon become a wreck, and all on
board were compelled to seck safety on the
shoul, ou which however they were up to their
kriees in waier when the tidé rose toits highest,
There were three boats belonging to the vessel,
ail of which were sent away by the Comman-
der, with as many people on board as they
coull talie,—one to go to Amboyna, another
10 Magassar, and a third it is supposed to
Bouton. The two former made theit voyage
w'safeiy-—and the colonial ship Erie, as also

“a goveriment schooner, were immediately des.
patched to bring away those who bad been
leit on the shoal—but no further tidings as
to theit {ate had reached Batavia.  When
the last of the three boits put away, those
who of necessity remained on thie shoal were
enzaved in making a raft, and there appéar-
ed cause to apprehiend some misfortune hav-
ing befallen them, us the few matenals that
had heen Jeft them conld, wt is caid; searcely
bave sufficed for the construction of a raft
fit to transport such a number of people—
when the distauce of the only spot which they
could cxpect to anake was considered. Tae
ceneral opinion at Batavia appeared to be that
the Connmander of the vessel before hie seut
away the boais, should in the first place have
made use &7 themn in conveying all those in-
tended to be left Lelrind to the vearzat Tartle
island —iirstead of teaving thenr exposed on a
shoal wisich was ffooded all over aghizh water,
Uur correspoudent remarks that tis accident
woukd not in all lixelihood lrave rappened at
all,” had tlic Commmander of the steamer been
a couniry cupliin—experiencd in the navi-
gatioa ot these scas. The Juva Government,
it appears, pasted a law abont three years ago,;
by which all persous not being natives of Hol-
land, or Burghers of Netlrerlands hudia, are
prohibited from commanding on board of a
Dateh vessel—and among those whbm the
law ieaves qualiited there is not always to be
found oue possessed of the desiruble requisite
of erperience in the navization of the Archi-
pelago—a circamstance likely ewough to leud
to accidents which wonld not otlrerwise have
occurred. It has thus often happened that a
ship-owner who hinks experience more use-
ful and available for the navigation of his ves-
sel, than the legal gnalification to command,
is compelled to put on board some Bur-
gher supernumerary as wowminal comman-
der, while the other is actual master. In the
preseut case the commander was a lieutenant
m H. N, M. Navy—reported to be a skilful
and clever seaman, without however having
had experience in this cpuntry.

The Government had on board of the Wel-
lem the Eerst, specie to the amount of 100,000
guilders, no part of which appears to bave
been saved —and as they had a large quan-
tity of stores &e., also on board their total
loss, including the vessel, is estimated at
about 500,000 Rs-.
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