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It will be remembered that in our number
of the 27th ultimo, we made some allusion to
a letter which by the command of the King
of Siam had been addressed to the local go-
vernment by one of his ministers, complainigg
of recent depredations committed by Malay

pirates along the coasts of that country, and *
in which the states of Tringanu and Pahang |
seemed to be pointed at as meriting Hjg g
mese Majesty’s vengeance for their supy .
‘participation “in these Mmarauding  expj,;
The local “authotities have, we underpio
written in reply that if the Siamege governmey,
‘would  look  after and protect their gy Coag :
as far down as Patani, the British govemm.eta
‘in_the Straits would exercise a rigid survaplt
lance' along the shores of the Peninsyl, u 1{
that point. The Siamese are not hOWeVerin?
couraged {o attempt reprisals on the Malay,
States on the East Coast which appeareq ¢
conte under suspicion as aiding ang abetting
in this’ predatory gystem—although we belieye
that the government at the same time eXpress.
ed the sentiments which it may be SUpposeq
to entertain as to the liabilities of these .
rauders to be cut off whenever foung engageq
in acts of plunder. " This caution against an
invasion of the Malay States by Siam is pef.
haps - not altogether unnecessary—ang jg
fact required as much by policy as humanity__
for alghough it is likely enough tha e na.
tives of the places which have been named ;o
many of them engaged  in piracy, wiy, the
connivance too, thoagh not under the 4vowe|
authority of théir “chiefs, still the ndiscriy;.
nate and barbarous vengeance which woylq be
exacted by the Siamese, should they make 5
descent upon the coasts of the Peninsula woulg
far exceed the amount of the Injury sustaineg
or guilt incurred —~and the bad consequenceg
‘which. might thus result would perhaps mog
than equal the worst effects of piracy itself t,
our commerce in that direction, The chiefs
of Pahang and Tringanu have, we believe,
been warned at the same time against the
consequences which may ensue, shouid they
afford  protection of " encouragement {,
piracy among their subjects; and the Ste,
mer which sgiled from this on Monday
Iast for the East Coast of the Peninsula, is,
understand, charged with letters from the locg|
government to the rajahs of both of theg
States, intimating the complaints from Siam,
while we believe it is stated that if the charge
1s made out, the British government would not
interfere to prevent, the mfliction of the well.
merited chastisement by the Siamése—a hint
which we Lope the former will have the good
sense to receive literally and in earnest; what.
ever difference there may be between the actyal
intentions of this government and those which
it has expressed.
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