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Tue Marvavy PiRATES, WITH A SKETCH oF
THEIR SYSTEM ANDWERRITORY. United Ser-
Jowrnul No. 101, April 1837. Covrowiza-
TioN oF TuE Easteny Arcuieeraco. Jbid.
No. 104, July 1837.

Unless the writer of these articles, which
are both obviously the production of the same
pen, had set out widh announcing that lLe
possessed a ¢ practical acquiintauce” with the
habits and country of the Malays, and that Le
had been ** placed in a situation to see much
ol their manuers and customs,” we should cer-
tainly never have suspeeted him of having
at any time been a denizen of these regions.
As a proof of the accuracy of his observations
with regard to external objects, it will be suf-
ficicut, we think, to instance his account of the
vessels used by the Malavs. ¢ The bottom™ he
says is almost Hat—they have only one large
sail, composed of thin laths of split bamboo
which fall together as they are disengased,
like a Venetaw blind —they are suei bulky
machines that beavny to windward with then
12 vui of the guestign —when chased, their on-
Iy chunce of safety is to run before the gind 2=
and Vivir appearance is lerally that of foat-
ing Licu=coops™! Suchiis bis dsciiption of the
prahius of these Malayan pirates wiis- exploits
ire nes depicted inosueh territie colours —uid
whico wouid eertainly answer quite
for the deseripticn of an
galey as tor the Lunclaay and Caesb of
the Malays.  In the cabin of thesz veswels
too we are told that * the men and Caiga
are proauscunusly stowed.” OQuly i zme the
erew of a Mualay Loat sank up to their ehins
ina cargu of araw sazo, or rolling about
one of black peppery sweltering and choking
amid the heat and dnst which it emits, and,
alier payiug them a proper tribute of praise
for such  powers of eadurance, who' will deny
that the indwidual wio witiessed suell things
must have been ** placed in a situation to see"
what no body eise ever did ? [n delineating
the nativnal character of the Malays, the wii-
ter too seems rather 10 have f(vilowed the
vulgar opinion prevalent with respect to it, and
which has aliied their nune o every extrene
of treachery and ferocity, than o fiave eithor
drawn from a practical knowledse of the peu.
ple, or adopted the less prejudiced views of
authors wio possessed tie best means of judg-
ing of their actual dis josition.  Tie pirates a-
mong them,and they abound, are bevond doubit
blood-thirsiy enough—but wheie did any one
ever hear of pirates who were not remarked
for their crvelty 2 In anational point of view too
the Malays, it is undeuiible; are casily excited
to violence, and prone to revenge under jusult,
or wrong, actual or suppasa.l; their sangninary
fury, when such instanc:s of provocation oc-
cur, often wreaking itseif upon every one in
their way, amnd receiving on such occasions
the weil-known and distin gaishing term of
ranging-a-muck. But the Malays are not-
withstanding  morally superior tG the DBou-
zalees—they puossess frankness and lionzsty,
withh a certain shaplicity of eliaructer —and
onmany occasions shew themseves sausiiive
on the point of honor—virtues and qualities
which are unknown to the degenerate tribes of
Bengal.  To atiem, like the wiiter before us,
that“even a domesticated M ay is like a wiid
beast Liall-timed™, we should have held to be
the rush “ssertion of one who took the nution
by repoit, or spoke from a few partial facts, aml
ot the sentiment of one who lad himszlf been
an observer, and wrote from [1s own exnericnce.
These are opinious which uo one carries away
with him after a long residence among Ma-
lays. This writer indead pays tiem the com-
pliment of comparing them with the Northern
Sea-kings of the olden time —the worship-
pers of Thor and Oden—of whom he says

i “‘they surikingly remind us”—the unsparing

terocity, clivalious and nnconguerable valoar
of the ancient 3canlinsiran Vi-kinger being
fully exemplified in the person and exploits
of the wodem Malsy free-vovter,! The latter
it appears are notable for their great *¢ spirit
of enterprise”™ und for having  occasioned
* many a dear-bought victory to the arms and
disciplive  of Europe.” Uudonbtedly  the
most exagzeraled notions of the character of
Mualay piraey are vot peculiar to the writer in
the United Service Jowrnal —and in periodi-
cal publications mueh nearer at kand, we have
seen the wost absurd ideas propazated on the
subject —a nere rabble patlitti, for such
they are, having been held up to view as
a race of free-buoters wihose daring achieve-
ments rvivalled or surpassed the most famous
exploits of the old dreaded Buceaneers of she
Spanish main—quite as  fierce a set of
fellows, we dare sy, as the ancient ‘Bea-kings
of the Notth.  We'should like however to have
seen an instance cited where

arins and discipline were only afle
away a ‘de

European

to carry
ar hou:ht victory Trom Maday pi-
rates,  Late examples tell a very diiterent
tale.  During the recent cruizes of the Ane

dromache and the Wolf, not a single case

bat between the boats
of these ships and the pirates was for a mo- ,
ment doubtful, Bewithstanding the great su-
perioty in point of numbers  whie

2ot b was al-
ways on their side, Tle Malays iu fact never

@ pirate ail ready to attack them.

stood up-to a regular fight, be their numér;.
cal superiority what it wiight, when they couid
run away—and when held to bay, and un.

able to escape our fire, they generally sprun.e

into the water, instead of standing up 1o re.

turn it from their own vessels,  Some des-

perate individual acts on these occd.

sions are only exemplifications of that
cat-like valour ‘which will die fighting when-
driven into a corner.  The same sup‘-eriurily
of European arms and discipline was exem.
plified at the other extremity of the Archipe.
lago, when Captain Erviye of the Spanish
Murine at the Phillipines, with only two eup.
boats attacked and dispersed a tleet of e

than 20 pirate prahus, sinking two of them,
Within the lust 18 yeurs there is, we believe,
only one instance of a vessel in comimand of
Europeans having been attacked at s and

carried by pirates, We allude 10 the ease of
the late Mr. Tuorxrox, off the Java Coast—
who waz in a small brig which was manned

by uatives, and it was not uutil all the
ammunition on board wag, expended that sl
became a prize—while the instances are
numerous sin  which  even native junks
and other tradings vessels lave beaten off
a superior force of pirates. The exaggerat-
ed reports which have gone abroad 43
to the furmidable character of the My pi-
rates are we think only calculated to do mischief,
Our free traders from Europe, on their way thro’
these Straits and seas, under the influénce of
thuse reports, and ignorant of the. real tate
of the fact, either wmanifust on some occasioug
a pusillanimity which makes them contempti-
ble—or render themselves ridiculous by pour-
ing theis six-pounders into every cock-boat
they see, under the mistaken notign that it is
These
accounts oo of the ** desperate fury” of the
Muluys and their ¢ uncoaquerable valone™
would ouly have the ‘eflect of intimdatine
the crews of our merchant-vessels, few in
number us they always are, when a proper
occasion for resistance or attack arrived ; and,
lthough our ships ought ever to be in a state
of preparation, - they  should know the reg|
state of the fuct,—that the Malay pirates are
a disorderly  aad contemptible rabble, whe
have seldom or never heen known to stand the
exchange of many hard blows tur the sake of
booty, & who never would dream of dttempt-
ingtoboaid aship at seamanned by Europeans
who showed a resolute bearing” Yet, the dau-
gers of these seas are said by the writer in the
U. 8. Jowrnd 0 besuel as s raise the
rate of insurance”--a statement altogethier
without feandation, wnd 4t (o baar company
with the siher rholomontade abont s $00e
kings of the North. Whan he adds that “ye
ivaiably b sink -or destidy all Malay
vessels that are fornd wiih arms on board™
Le furnishes a further specimen of the sort of
information whicl iy possesses as 1o what s
woing onin these seas.

Uitthe relizion of the Mulavs this writer
ohserves, It has been sl their velizion i3
Mahomedwn, howeeer they came by it" —and
e goes ou ta remark that * like most of theic
sect, they witi drink wine, whean it is offered
to them, to an immoderate evcoss” althe’
professedly abjuring it. This is a teait which
we never belure heard aseribed w the Ma-
lays —and which exr “Hraciical acquaintauce”
with thent has never ul*‘ur:ied us an opportity
of sceing displayed, whatever the advantiges
of this writer's sitnation may have done fur
him, We see howerer that he is puzzied 1o
make ont how they came by their religion, al
contends that, unless credit be given to some
trivlition which prevails amony thein 1hout one
Juhan Sha, after various couftiets witli the
Emperor of Rindostut, havine tinaily dised
his throne as Hrst Sultan of the Malays at
Acheen, from wiich they spezal thamselves
over the Archipelagzo it will e didcult to
account for their being M.ihomaduns.” We
certaialy do not see why, even were we to dis-
pense with this important tradition altogether,
thore shoald be any difficulty in accounting
for the tutraduction” of (he M ihomdan faith
amony the Malags—and we are certain that
i this writer Knew anything at all of the
best historics connected  with  the sabject
of which he treats, he could not hue
failed to tind this dificulty solved, with-
out the aid of such legendury lore as le
places his reliince on.  We thouziit it hial
long been a settled point that the intercoarsa
batween Arabia and the countries of the Ac-
chipelazo, originating as it no doadt did ia
commercial objects, was the means of intio-
ducing Elamism wmrong the Malays; and that
the Arabs were the fisst Apostles of the trus
tuith in the Histern Tstands —and the writer in
the U. 8. Journal woara suze s the movit of
being the ouly person who at this timz of day
would venture Lo raise a digizally on tie sub-
ject by a reference to the expladed fubles of
Malayan history,

He coasiders tha Malavs tobe of Tartar
origin, but intimates that opinion is divided on
this subject, and that sowe maintin that the
whole of the inhubitants of the Easteru islands
are one people and indizen us, and that theMa-
lays are *“ really of the same stock with the
Battas, Laws (where are they?) D yaks. Papu-
ans, Javanese, and other inhiabitants of the ju-
terior, wio are sunk into the very lowest depths
of human ignorance and barbarism” 111 We
feel a curiosity to see the works in which such
profound and original views are advauced und
supported.  As w that practical acquain-
tance with the countries and people of the
Archipelagzo which enables a wiiter to cluss
together the Javanese—the most civilzed na-
tion Jof' Polynesiv—with the other savage
trives mentioned as ““sutik in the lowest depth
of hamau ignorance and barbarism,” it sar=
tainly cannot be too much admired. )

This however is not the only point on
which the writerin the United Service Jour-
nal aims at startling by the novalty of lis
faets. “Thereis uo doubt” he says, “‘that
the whole of these islands were oncé under
the dominion of China, when they must have

flourished in great prosperity !”  An assertion
displaying grosser ignorance of the nature of
Chinese intercourse with theArchipelago could
rot be advanced, [t may be safely asverted
that not one of these islands was ever under
the dominion of China — and there s nn
doubt that the Settlement of the Clhinese in
wost or all of them was posterior to that of
te first  Encopeans, who pioneered the
vay for them, and that it was in parts
of the country under European protec-
tion, and thus readered a safe residence, that
they ticst bezan to colonise. The commercial
tercourse of the Chinese with these islands,
ivis well aul!muli’.‘:ﬂed, commenced at a much
more remote periml——bul. authenitic history
proves that their Setilements on Formosa, on
the Phillipines and in Juva were ull subse-
quent to the eatablishments of the [Jutely or
Spaniards in these countries, As o their
wequiting deminiun over the whole Archipe-
Tozo it must e heen in some acconut,

* More old than Mandeville's, and nat so true"
that this writer obtained his information of
this singular fact—altho” he is more proba-
bly indebted forit to his own imagination,
prolitic as it is of novelties in this depaitment,

In what coidition, indeed, 10 cowtribute to
the information of the publie, regarding these
ecountries, can a writer be who savs, that **the
Duich c’mpclled the Javanese to root up their
colffee plantations, their cloves qud untmey s,
sestraining  the cultivation of these valuabie
plants to their own grounds'! The sentle-
man has probably heard some story abuaut the
Spice islands, bul whatitis, it were impossible
10 guess.

Colonization, he says, has been “expressly
recommended by Ravrres on a large seale”
as well on account of the commercial adyan-
tages ol which it opens the prospect, us being
the most eficctual means of suppressing pi-
racy and civilizing the inhabitants.  The sante
eminent individual, it appears, also noticed
the North East Coust of Borneo, “as a favour-
able spot for the ercction of a live of furts, to
eqntrol the pirates in their favourite haunts,
end to afford the most centrical position for
commerce.”  These views and opinions of
Sir Staxronc RarvLes are, it seems; developed
inhis ** History of Jupd™ which is quoted and
referred to in the course of these articles,
That work was published in 18173 and when
the author was engaged in its composition
it is probable his recollection of the exploits
of the piratical state of Rambas, which had
just then Leen reduced by our wvins, was tha
cause of his suggesting the sclection of a si-
tation on the Coast of Borueo, and the pre-
puation of such formidaile means, to eheek
the depredations of these mrauders. We
have not however ut  present the means
of welsiving o the work in quesiion, anl
ascertaining  the writer’s correctness in atri-
buting such views to Sir Seauronn It
secms probable, however, that these opinions
bore reference te the existing state of ciewm-
stance at the time when he wrote—as at a
Later period (1824) we fad him ex ressing d'r.
Terent opinions, “Our object,” Lo weites, i3
is not teritory but trade—a vreat coamer-
ciul emporiom and a fulerurt, whenee wo vy
extend our influence politivally, as circum-
stances may  heceafter require®.”  This was
wiitten in reference to the occupation of Sin-
gapore—a place of which it does not appear
the weiter in the United Service Jouraal lias
ever haard —it is not nientivned by name, and
there is no allusion whatever to it in  the
roarse of the two articles in question.  {a fuct,
vs he s all along speculating ou the pro-
balilty of his schieme of colouisation effvet-
iny these commercial objsctes wheh the es-
tablishment of Singapore alveady has actually
accomplished, it is searely possible to believe
that he knows anything about it=-but the ex-
teut of Lis ignorance on this point is next 1o a
demonstraticn when hé instances “*the Rourish-
2 state of Penang as an existing proof of what
mizlit be expucted from a settlement formed
upon a more liherul bases”—than Balumban-
Ean abandoned in 1775!  When he propeses
ton that our naval squadron should ** ranse
aloug the whole length of coust and
upon and occupy certain favorable st
to amaintam ourselves in which  Afvican or
Clingalize regiments are to be raised—he lhas
altogethe v overlooked a certiin well-known
(we don't mean to this writer ) Treaty
concluded in 1824, between  their Britanuic
and Netherlands Majesties, by which the
whale levgth of eonst * from the Straits of
Samda 1o the Phillipines™ is not quite left wt
ouroption to choose certain furourahle stalions
on—inasmuch as by the 9th Ariicle of the
said Treaty, we are comulerely that out from
Sumatra,—and by the 12th Artele, from the
Cwritnons, Dullam, Bintang, Linginand + all
the cther islands sonth of the Straits of Singa-
pore,” with the chi.fs of whom the same Arti-
ele stipulates that we shall not even conclule
atreaty ! But for colonization on an esten-
sive scale we lave still pleaty of room left,
wereit advisableto commence with such a sys-
ten—qy view in which we certainly cannot
concur. There are moial as well plysical
difficultios iy the wiy—some  of which conll
ot perhaps be overconre at «H; and the least
of which would require an expense more than
commensurate with the abjects that now re-
main {o be attained. DBut these observations
have already vun to too great u length to per-
Tt us to enter into any details—.uhtho’ at a
future period we shall probably resume the
fubject.  With regard to the two articles from
the Uaited Service Journal which we liave
iad under cousideration, we should cert-.ninly
Wot have thought the observations and opny
nions contained i them worthy of notice or
refutat un, did they ne. appear ina popular
beriodiT publication, vhich ouly serves to
disseminute more wile y the errolicous o=
tions they embody. When such aceounts oie
tiese countiies can go down at home, it is
surely time for Mr. CrawrURD to be again at
vwork—and give anather edition of his *“ fndiun
Archipelugo™ to the world.




