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~Although we have not lieretofare adverted

to fhe operations oi the Commissioner in the
anvient seftlenent of - Malocea, we have ne-
veithiobees ad one Y5 turned l}}'mll N pro-
ceedu gs i that guarter 3 and, kaowiag the
ulive o e Government's proprictay i
the soil, we were cuiions to sec whut he was
comg todo with the lands there, aund i
1877 would le

what manner Act X of 1827 would e
brought to Loear upon the M dav rvots of our

peninsular teviitory, We sav indead  from
the 6rst thit :sme clange was in confem-

plation— that-it could not be for l;-"!iihg that
M. Assistunt Commissioner WesTERIOUT
was suiveving  here, and measuringe there—
cvaxing in gne guatter, tirewtonmg in. another
—nowkillicg the fitted ealfto reward the soems
g compliinee of some supyle vanghooloo—
pow deudtucing the vengenace of governacnt
aoailst aome more sinvdy recn snt:aud,
attacking due weight 10 Uit lovs of wvi-
form legislation prevalent awong the govaru-
ments of moderi divs, we shrewvdly conjec-
tured that it was tnseaded to inweduc: ot
Madacea thé self-same system of leases wiicu
is now in aperation lLere. Ve were not s
taken—uniformity is the order of the day —the
twenity-five years lease ‘system is intended
take e¢fiect at Malacca, and un Tndeut has been
sentin by the local authorities thete, for no less
tian 20,000 piinted forms of leases, which
itappears the Malays are expecied 1o sign; 3}"1
thus to shew themselves simple enough to relin-
quish their indisputable right to the p'e;-lseluul
occupation of lands, which have been in many
of “their families for generations, by "the
ravment of ove-tenth of the produce ; in ex-
change for a piltry lease; of twenty years
duration, under an” annually inereasiog reut,
upon the expiry of which their title to fuf-
ther occupancyis ut an end, and they are
liable 10 be turned off the land, unless they
submit to pay whatever rent may then be de-
manded of them ! Men may sometimes be
bullied, cajoled or deluded, into almost any
act of folly, cven when opposed to the strong
prineiple of self-iaierest—but uo one can be-
hieve that people in the fair aud free use of their

would voluntasily consent to embrace !
!f";e: prh}“' us ‘“nll lw.—!o i
p;.c'm“ for snlstance —for certain it is llu!t the
';m,m"u possesses no lawful Illlll“ll,.ﬂ“
ablich this system at Milacea, and convert
:r,e Maluy proprietors, for such tl?._t almost
yotnally wre, into something but little beiter.
| were tenants at will<aud that the re-
".‘t-.n'.'-n or acceptance of surh terms is solely
1A, d entively at the option al thie Mutays them-
wlivs.  This we proceed without fusther pre-
> ]ll..'ﬂ'o o
mt!"l?.-ﬁ in pursnance of the Treaty of 1824,
Makacea was transferred from the Dautch to
the Duitish government in Apnl 1825, it was
frud that we possessed _Scarce an_acre of
Jand in our new tefritory, including. an area
of atout 1,000 square miles, and that the
s hole of tis extensive tract was vested-in the
descendunts of the old Dareh and Portuguese
clouists, and a few native families ; having
;M a regulurly granted by deed, when Ma-
area wus a Jussession of. Hollund,  The
Luds were granted in fee-gimple ; but by &
ganding low _of Holland, the landholders
wero precluded feom Jevying more than a wath
st ol the prodoce from the native oceu-
Fanie, whether such pn.aduce were the spou-
ticeous growth of the soil, collected by thein,
or was 1ised by culuvation,  The landbold-
er had of course the nght to cultivaie the
soil Limself; and if a cultivator under Lim
wished to seil his ground, the landholder liad
thepight a pre-emption-—but in no case was
be wutborised to demand or levy mure than
a tithe of the produce. It was only in 1828
that these lands passed wito the possession
of government ; the landholders hnr_iug then
wspectively agreed to tiansfer their righis,
i consideration of a fixed annualinicume being
paid 10 them, and their heirs &c. so long as
the scttlement continued under the Briish
tag, subject to a proviso that, in the event
of Malacea being afterwards transferred to
avy other  Pover, Governmeut wuas 1o
ninstate the landhiolders their heirs, &e.
i pussession a8 formeily. We lLuve now

Lfore us a copy of one of these deeds
of transfer, by which government acquire-
ed s present rights 5 and nothine can be
wore clear from 1t than that they possess
po rehits or povileges bevond those of levying
thee 1k, and the other privileges wbove wien-
toved, wud that such was well understood by
them 1o Le the ouly rights they come into
casession of by thew contract with the fand-
tuh.’ﬂi. Atier seiting out the proprietor’s
vile tothe Lands transferred, the decd goes
on 1o say t Whereas the said Johanwes
sterds possessed  of the rizht of Jev Ving from
the Vevants, on all the lauds stated 1 the
sad documents one tenth of the produce of
tee said iands ou the terms and conditions
tetem providod” &ee, Again, the covenaut
b payment by the go eroment of 1l SRS
Lied income 10 the landlaids is in these
ems < g witially  covenauted  and
sgrecd that the payinent of the nstahwent

povided for, shall commance on the Rist of

July next, from which day the rizht of levy
wz the ome tenih of (he prod ce of
livds, as well as afl other privileses beneliss
tighis and emoluments shatl be v..u d m the
gorernment” &c. These *¢ other privileges be-
hits zhts and emolumeuts,” can inclule of
Cuglse uhl_\‘ tights which were possessed by those
wnder whem the government was ta hold - —and
among them there nover was to be foued the pri-
Vieye Ul't‘"m'cﬂing the tenant’s interest inthe
l":i.lumprisinga right of occupaney m perpe-
Bty o fong as he cortinued typay the teath,
et ke progis v‘m!fUflt.'rz.':!ul.;'es.:I';-mu'.iuing to
e sitwulion of a lessee for a term of tweniy
Yrars I=The average rent during that period
vy be much dess than the tenth for which
Ris propesed to be comm uted —but what
» !ulrrcu and  piiiful recompense is that for
Ve interests tequired to be surrendeccd 7
The vy leascs, so many thousands of whi=h
Lo _:“'”l thd=nted for, contain provisos Uiat
bocclanltof payment of rent, the goverument
Farlevy the arvears by the scizire and ~ie
Of such goods and vifecis as may be found on
the land 3 and that, if these are not sufliciont,
e L j3 lalle to resumption without any
Pocess o form of Jaw, Uwlder  the old
fishioned] svstem which this is proposed 1o
Hostitnie, the tevant is wever disturbed by
kais of yent dav —he has not to Py a stipu-
e rent whether s crop be good or bad,
I'.“{ ouly a tenth of what he hraiies—-uur,
sould Le saspend his cultivation fur a season,
tues 1t Lecome due —Should lie abandon
e kind of cultivation on his landsto Iy ano-
tf""" of which the fruirs 1y be defecred for
years oo rent to pay, —the laud-
o must wait untif he begin 1o gather in
tie fivits before any tihe is to be forth-
Coming, This s g system well adapted 10
b ‘emper and fiabits of Malays —the other,
otat wlle oven i the limited term of the lease
b? Fat altozether out of ‘the guestion, aud
"D st asswiediy is the greatest disd-
:,‘:'t:;'-’. Of all. = This is the point an whic
':':u‘ii';;:.‘_'i::lf' stunding ‘out---llwy ask v?ry
e twer pa Viom does l?he land go o alter
of us 0“3' .“F" are over —there are some
vhich we men, who were born on t e lands
o our n:_ VoW occupy, this was  the custam
! A‘“‘"_ mayeny (ancestors) aull we dout
5!"::":“-['7;‘"‘ it over 1o the Cu:np.my_ 80 that

’ IJ(' ’l-lﬂ st

e cant live there after w3 " —This
Ind.ed

15 much

_ more than they require to
'-'}-lhey luya

o may o ueed to answer Turther
with 11, LTOP0sal made w0 them to com
and '_“; NEw system, than ¢ we don't like ut
‘u‘_‘lzfu or things g remain as they ure,” The
o m: !l:ment. has no autliority to compel them
Cine “:"FE it and tlu:y'w:il ouly be sacrifi-
velvog :’“‘ OWh iuterests if they permit them-
L0 to mflucnced either by menace or
Prevasion, Qe would imagine from the
SUvernment at ;. Malaeca indenting for
4 tiultivude of printed leases, either that
been made by the Mulays
HEW sysicm, or that it bad eutirely

their large estates,

- vassed iuto otlier hands, did ti: ¥ therefore ve-

coutrary. Nothwithstanding o
€0 1o entice them into compliance
| 8weet words and fair promises whe

“spirit of opposition 1o

ever they may have latély been sometin.es toll

— -
.

; e el e - = 3 Beg

se that avery i Boain T 3
i o S
ment, was to | away from |
much, and o give him 3o re

' 80 little in re-
turn. We have asurances however to the

Il the means tak-
«d‘:l;til.e of
n these were
thonght sufficient, and something more than
expostulation when strong words were deemed
hecessary—and glbeit that the savour of the
Hesh of boffulo eulves is grateful wo the palate
of a Malay <there does exist, and reason is
there should, a very decided and very geoeral
the meadsure among the
alays—so much so that we rather imgagine a
very small percentage of the twenty
leases will by fuir means ever be subsecribed. We
feel coafident \hat not one of them would re-
ceive signature, ®ere all the Mulays as iutelli-
geut, and (from a knowledge of their rights) as
independant i their resistance, as some of
those who have refused 1o aecede to the re.
quired abuandonment of their just and (what-

to thie contrary) theiv well- seoured privileges, if |
they un:i remain  troe to themselves, ¢ |
Was usual eaongh among the originad pro-
prietors who ceded tlieir vights 1o go.
vernment, instead of taking wpon them-
selves the active personal Muitavement of
to farm ot the right of
levying tha tenth &e, to third narties. When
the luadholder’s right had thus temporaniy

ceive an extension which would eaable their
possessor to impose upon the Malay occupants
such terms as those now proposed by the g0-

thousand |

verument? Had such a thing beeu attempted, |
it would have been met with the most genera)
and muaiked resistance, and openly avowed |
opposition.  Tie same resistance whicl they |
would in such an event have made to 14
attemipt of a private fadividual, the Malay
cultivatgrs may now make 1o the innovation
which government s endeavonring to in-
troduce in their ancient and  well established
vigh's. Wit a private farmer of the privi-
lewe of levying the teuth eould not do, the z0-
vermment who are peeciscly in the situation of
farwers of that pinilege, has no right to do.
The Malavs will come to feel oll this before
the wew leazes wre printed off, we dure to suy
—aud that may sulfive to prevent their doaing so
much prejudice tatheir own interests as to sizn
them—whatever may have been the pledges or
promizes which auy of them wray have been tn-
duced to give. As for oursclves, we must needs
say that we think itanythiog but commend. .l

foi lairvess or honesty o0 the et of the oov-
croment (fur we suppose, as lie has not ver
orizinated uny thing that we toave heard tell of,
that 1t s not the Commissioner’s own Aty to
enddeavour 0 impose apon the  Mabieey
cultivalors a svstem so confossordly injrdici-
oas o and mpalitic —They have not for any
sueh procecding the saine excuse as they
have here—that the Comt of Directors would
it extend the leases leyond o given priiod—
for in Malacea the vizhts of the Malay euluis
vators do not depend upon the Coui of
Dircetors, und these fights the sovernment
is now endeavouring 1o overturn, n order 1o
make way fur a system, for the iuteodaciion of
which here thay  exeused themselves ou the
wiound that it was the best whilh (s instiue
tious of the Court of Dircctors would admit
of !

There is one other point of view in which
the wieasnre in question may he considered.
The govermment tenure of the Milicea bands
is ouly, conditional—they are to be restored
to the former proprictors, sheuld the settle-
ment be  transferred to any cther power amnd
tits contingeney is not impossible. — Are e
woveinirent then justified, or have they a
bowful siglht, to mtoduce a system relatise
to the linds thus held by them, which is a
departure from that so long estublished in
the setticment, awd which by iis injurious
operation npon  the native cnhi'.':]mrs.
may  be prejudicial  to the istercsts of the
future lundholders.




