tained o few wops

The Singapore Free Press, 12 July

N

. T ST —

In aur paper of 1741, May we dwelt at some
length upon the course which government
scemed desirous of pursuing with respect 1o
the lands at Malacca; and our last number con-
in ullusion to the same
Fupon the 2ud, and 3ed. sec-

lIII.‘Ije{'t. founda

tious of the proposed  Act for regulatingaihe ,
assessnent and coilection of rents payihle |
o Government in (lie Seulements in the |
Straits.  'Since wiitin

I g our first remarks we
mve hiear something, in addition, on both
sides of the question,

G On  the part of gover-
went it has been alleged that the tenants who
are called uaon

o commute the payment
u_fn tenth of the produce, and the athsr pri-
vileges l]!:?_v enjoy under the [reseut system,
for H IpEa'lﬁt! annaal rent and g lw{—nl\r-\'ELlll'
lease, will Lave the option cither of ue

such terms as may be olfered - by govern nent
at the end of tha period, or of returning to
the former arrancemant, i is moreover stated
that the piineipal objeet of the wovernmoent ia
dt."ﬂﬂ'i*l-__f to introduce the proposed mode of
ASIESsment, o substitution of that which has
herciofore prevailed, is 1o simplify the svatem,
and muke every tenant acquainted  with the
FXact anmount he has to pay,-—the eollee-
ton of a teath of the prodace being ofien
from its wature an’ iuvidions method, liable to
abase, and sometimes giving iise 1o complaint,
But, how well-intentioned soever may be the
course of proceeding in cantemplition Dy go-
vernment, itsecms certain that the means taken
to promulzate it, and to introduce the desired
mode of assessment, are not such as to inspire |
the natives with confidence as to its future
designs in regard tothe lands. According to
our latest information fromMalacea, and which
is every way worthy of being depended on, the
attempt to introduce a system of leases on the
terms proposed, if not in every case met with
Of, cition, is at least extremely unpopular—

accepting

an. . some districts the cause of considerable
ferment and  agitation.  We lhave indeed
within these few days lieard it stated by some
of the old Chinese settlers Just arrived from
Malacea, that the Mabavs are in several places
uitting theic lands-=and that oneor two distriet
%_.mghu-:-iuns, on pretence of having affiivs of
trade to scntle, have betaken themselves 1o
Salangore wad other neighbouring  states, in
order to leave muttera to wake thei: course
without, us they supposs, compromising them-
selves, either |..I:.’ oppesinge the wislies of rovern-
ment, or by becoming instromental in, as they
conceive it, forcing on the cultivators, of the
soil @ svstem to them as novel as abjeciioneble
—and the iutelligence ¢ontained in 0 corpes-
pondence from Malacea is continmatory of
these statements. The Fict is, that even if
means had not been taken 10 provlace among
the Mualay occupants of the soil at M.lueea
a beliel” that it was the order of the goveri-
ment that they should pay a specific aunual
rent in money, instead of o tenth of the pro-
duce of their lnds, it was but too probable
that they would at onee mterpret the projiosal
for such an arranxement into a command fu
ecomply with it. To Malaysit is zenerally
found sulficient 1o imimate the “20l0™ of au-
thority, without the sup lementary addition of
the ** jubeo” —and, g0 far from any " thimg in
the tcue of mennee being used Lo secure their
compliance with the proposed  measure of
goverament, every means ouzhi to |m.\'e heen
taken to acguaint them with its precise pur-
pose, und to prevent them from forming any
conclusion so unfavourable 1o ils character
as is involved in the supposed intention to
deprive them of their rights.  Ha! this been
done, whatever objections there mizht have
existed with respect to the arrangement pro-
posed by government, it cannot e suplm-z.ed
that the feelings to which it has beyoud dis-
pute given rise among so many of the Mulay
cultivators wonld ever have had existence.
11, therefore, zovernment find that their object,
which it would scem is rather to pratect the
native coluvator than to_ benefit t[n.-n'!selvu
by any expected iucmm.of- revenue, is nnE
attainable without producing feelings of sas:
picion and alarm, 'wh, not ahandon 3 l-uch: a
geuerous poliey, which it scems the natives are
incapable of understanding, and | ot them, as
the best judges of their own interests, con-
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ready issne of some’ three or four hundred
Cutting Papers, containing’ leases of _jungle +
lands, i1s by no means to be adopted as a cii-
terion. The occupants of lan Ilvlliﬁ% cul-
Livation; it is said, are not to be compelled (as
indeed they could not rightfully be) to aceept
leases—it 13 not, however, enongh that such,
should be tlie mere intention of governmant,
but that every means should be taken 1o .
void any appearance of compulsion, and to
ascertain  the actual state of those peoples’
feelings in  regard to the -new _arrange-
memﬂmﬁeﬁng their lands—which in the

alays; it is oot always easy, us
we have aiready intimated, for persons
in authority to discover.,. The disposition of
the oceupants of |4 d under cultivation, to
enter upon a lease of twent years, or for any
other term, and pay a rent in money, should
be aseertaived through the medium of the .
headlmen of the village or distriet in which
the parties reside. Tiis was the coursa adop-
ted during the Dutch occupation of Malacen,
when some of the landed proprietors demand-
ed, instead of payment in kind, payment in
money, from their temants—and we have be-
fore us the translated copv of a proclamation
In consequence issued by Governor Temyen-
MAN THYSSEN in May 1819 agaiust sech *“co-
veLoys™ proceedings ; wherein, among other
Matters, it is declared.—* Thut whenever mo-
ey shall be paid by the tenants of their lsas-
ed lands or plantations, instead of payment
being made in kind, the lsnded Proprictors
must in such cases annually pass a contract
in the presenée of two witnesses, namely, the
Panghooloo of the district, and the High
Priest residing in the veighbourhood, who
shall declure that- none of the contracting
paities have entered into such an engazement
agaiast their will.”—Lst the Commissioner,
who is now in Malacea, take some sucl means
of ascertaining the sentiments of the Malay te-
nants, instead of trusting thronghout to the re-
Presentations of official understrappers, who al-
though not interested themselves 1 the chanze
which it is desired o introduce, way helieve
him to be so, & frame their statements in uni-
son with s supposed wishies, But has the
Commissioner, we would ask, issued any pro-
clamation aunouncing in distinet and explicit
terms the intentions and views of the Tovern-
ment in regard to the lands in Malacea 7—
Hoas it not rather been feft 10 his Assistant
tiere, and the natives whom fie mast employ
under Lim, to commuaicate the purposes wid
wislies of the government ? —~and no one nee.
be told what sort of form the wishes of x1-
thority is likely to assame in theic mouths,
We would also’ask, does the printed form of
lease which has been, or is intended to be,
presented to the tenants to sign, coulain a
clause expressly providing, that ut the end of
the twenty vears, or whatever term it may
be, it will be optional with them either to re-
uew the lease, or resame their former situas
Uon in regard to the lands? I such weans
are omitted of making the intentions of govern-
ment clealy known, and its objects are left
to take the colour they no doubt assume from
the tone of those who announca them, what
is the result to be expected 7 Bince it is no
objeet of government either to compel or
delude the eultivators of the Mulacca lands
tnto compliance with the proposed arrangement,
iLis certainly ‘a pity that their method of
zoing to work should hiave so much belied them.
Meantime our advice 10 the Muluicca tenants
is, to enter into no new engagzemant with the
sovernment, unless they not ouly see theie
ovn way clear, bot also that it s for their
lulerest in every respect to adopt the terns
proposad,

We take this occasion tov of givinr them
anather ‘piece of information and advice,—
that they are not required, by whomsoever
called on, to work Jor nothing —whether in
cutting canals from Malim to the 804, or in
Ay other way —And if uny of them have been
employed lately in a job of the kind on such
terms, we recomu®ad them forthwith to sus
trae employer for the value of their work and
taboar-—au I there is no fearof their not gata
dagits “‘gaentem valeat” in an Eoglish Court

tinue under the system for which they exhi.
bit a prel‘.'éhu'm ! The government will I_Iien
be in a situation to pursue its own views
with. respect to jungle and waste lands,
without causing any agitation or disturbance
among the occupantsof lflautalmns.—ol‘ whose

disposition tneu_:bnﬁu- propased terms, the
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