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-vessel left.

Durcn Orenrations ov CrrLEBEs.—A tia-
ding prahu  wiich has come in during !he
week from Bugis Betul, laden with Coffec,
reports that a body of Dutch troops had beco
marched from Muacassar into their country —
that the Bugis had collected an army of 2,000
men to oppose them, and had fortified them-
selves in a stockade on their own froutier—
that the Dutch seeing these pre avations had
songht an mterview with the Bugis Rijah,
that two of their nuimber had been admitted
into the Stockade for chat purpose—and that
some negotiation was forthwith entered upon
which continued up to the time the trading
Sueh is the report—the authen-
ticity of which we are however totally-
without means of ascertaining—but as the
natives are not perhaps so much given to
fabricate statements asto exaggerate facts, it is
not likely to be altogether destitute of fOUEd
dation, and mayvery possibly be quite true.So
far indeed as the ambition of the Dutch to
established their supremacy throughout the Ar-
chipelago is considered, there seems every tea-
son to believe it too true. We say too true, be-
cause i every step made towards the’extension
of their authority in these seas, we ¢ontemplate
some injurious result to the trade of this port.
We do wot, however, suppose that the Dutch
will attempt the forcible subjugation of the
Bugis tribes, after their dear-boughtexperience
of the spirit of resistance among them 1o for-
eign domination, and the difficuities attending
the tranquil occupation of territory wrested
from them by force of arms. The indepen-
dence of these states is more likely to fall a
sacrifice to Dutch gold than to Dutch valour,
and to become a prey to the avarice of the

Rajali and his nobles, ratluf’than to any' des
fect of spirit amony the _inhabitants. " The
Dutch, we believe, have never neglected an
opportunity of buying themselves into supre-
macy, when the results of the contest for it
appeared in_any degree doubtfal —and from
the accounts received of their present opera-
tions in Celebes, they would seem to be nego-
ciating for a quiet surrender of the Boni ters
ritory to t lieir authiority—as the Bugis, whose
arrival we have noticed, speculate upon
the probability of the Rajah * ziving up the
country to the Dutch”—the effect of which
they say would be, to drive all the Bugis
merchauts to leave the country and settle
themselves in other places—But in whateves
manner—whether by conquest or by Treaty—
the authority of the Duteh is established at
Boni, Goa, or any otuer of the independent
states of Celebes, the results to British com-
merce will be one and the same. Exclusion and
monopely will be then the order of the day
—unot a yard of our cottons or woollens will
be “allowed to be imported from this-—us is
already the case at Macassar and all their
other out-ports in the archipelago—not a pi-
cul of Coﬁ*tl:‘e or other produce be allowed to
be exported by the nat ve traders fo this—and
Singapore will thys be deprived of an impor-
tant and lucrative branch of her trade. But
if all this, and much worse, were to happen,
it seems we must evea put up with it—Com-
laints, petitions, remonstrances, pass un-
eeded—nothing can rouse the supine indif-
ference of our government with respect 10 the
state and prospects of British trade in these
seas —and the Datch must not only be allow-
ed to enjoy the fruits of twelve years’ ens
croachments upon our trade in Java, but to
persevere in a system of ageression against the
trade of this port which, if it effected all that
it was intended and desired to do, would go
nigh to reduce Singapore to nearly the same
stute of jnsiznificance whiclh was s lost be-
fore the far-seeing eve of a Rarrres descried
i 1ts situation those advantages fior the estab-
lishment of a free emporivim of British trade,
which so soon carried it to a pitch of prospes
rity that more than realised 1he warmest
anticipations he had formed. [ could not
however, imagine that in a few year's alter,
a Treaty was to be concluded which was to

leave every island to the Westward and

Southward of his favourite Setilemient, at the
disposal of the Dutch —which was to prohis
bit us not only from forming establishmeutg
on any of them, but from making a Teeaty
with any of tlieir chi«fs, while it left the
Duteh at liberty to conguer and oppress every
island in the archipelago without exception —=
a Treaty,which pretends to secure for us the
most perfect freedom of commerce, and is
said to be based on the enlarged an:d liberal

principles of reciprocal advantages, & yet leaves

itat the discretion of thre Duteh to exclude our
manufactures from every one of their posses-
sion in these seas, out of Java! If this is ot
the meaning of the Treaty why is such a sys-
tein of aggression allowed to coutinue ?
or must the trade of Singapore, like thatof Java
suffer from it for a dozen of years, before it is
discovered that any wrong has been comnit-
ted, or any injury sustained ?



