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EXPLORING EXPEDITION TO THE ASIATIC
ARCHIPELAGO,

We lnst week stated that an expedition, undertaken
by Mr. James Brooke, a well-known member of the
}yacht Club, at his own risk and expense, has sailed
from Plymouth for Singa}mre, for the Purpose of explor-
ing the Asiatic Archipelago, 'The ollowing account,
taﬁen from the Athen@um of the 13th October, gives a

eneral outline of the objects of the expedition, It is
Eut due to Mr. Brooke to mention that, al though in this
country his name is known only to science, in India he
ranks high for other qualities. Mr. Brooke entered into
life as an officer of the East India Company's service,
He was on General Richard’s staff during the Rungpore
campaign, in 1825, three days before the fall of the eit
of Rungpore. Mr. Brooke was severely wounded, gal.
lantly heading a charge of local cavalrgr against a strong
body of Burmege infantry ;—his conduct was warmly

raised by the then Commander-in-Chief, Sir Edward
%aget.in %eneml orders. The severity of Mr, Brooke's
wounds obliged him to resign the service and come to
England, since which he has devoted his time, fortune,
and talents to the pursuit of scientific knowledge. The
following is the outline of his present attempt, which we
doubt not will merit from his countrymen the praise it
richly deserves :—

“Tt is stranga that while the enterprising spirit of
Englishmen and of the British Government have made
sul:'ﬁ costly efforts in the hope of opening new channels
of commerce, and for the purpose of geographical dis-
covery and general science,-‘-while expedition after ex-
pedition has been sent out in_the hope of solving the
mystery of the Arctie Seas, and for the survey of its bar-
ren shores, and adventurer after adventurer has been con-
tent to lay his bones to bleach on the burning sands of
fricay scarcely a voice has been heard directing atten-
tion to a field ‘which offers itself with wlden promise of
advantage—the Asiatic Archipelago. e know scarcely
any thing of the people of that vast rt:gion2 or even of the
geographical features of the country ey inhabit ; yet in
the recorded judgn
casnal opportunities of forming an opinion on the sub-
ject, those islands present a boundless field for com.
mercial enter;i:ine, are rich begqnd even the Americas in
mineral wealth, and unrivalled in natural beauty. It is,
therefore, with great satisfaction we announce that an
English gentleman, Mr. Jas. Brooke, a well-known mem-
ber of the Yacht Club, is about to adventure on this bold
enterprige, and see how far individual exertion may be sue-
cessful, Already we areindebted to this gentleman for an
account of the Gulf and Island of Symi, printed in the
last volume of the Transactions of the Geographical
Society, and we are now happy to have it in our power
to lay before our readers an outline of the proposed ob-
Jects of the present expedition, from a report submitted
to the same society. Mr. Brooke’s own yacht, the
Royalist, a.fine ‘schooner of 140 tons burthen, is now
lying in the East India_Export Dock ;* she is eguipped
with all the necesary instruments for observation, and
the means for collecting and Teserving specimens of
E:mrgl history, and is expe to sail in & week or tén

. Brooke tt,hus wnées—— the hoad fth
o ropose to make Singapore the hi uarters of the
edﬁi?n,——here the best ?:ml informat‘llon can be ob-
tained—interpreters procured, and every thing needful to
facilitate the objects in view. The Ro alist will proba-
bly reach Bingapore in the month of Fel TUAry or ﬁarch.
1839, at the atter end of the north-west, or rainy mon-
soon— this time, till the setting in of the south-east, or
dry monsoon, will he occupied by geining a general
acquaintance with the natura history, trade of the settle-
ment, and son. knowledge of the Malay language,
Many islands in the vicimtg of Singapore, at present im-
perfectly known, will affor interesting occupation—the
sgace between the Straits q_leuo‘]and those o% Duryan—
the island of Barbary, which, alt OK;_gh laid down as gns
large island, is probably composed o
by navigable streams,” On the commencement of the
healthy season I propose proceeding to Malthida Bay—
this spot, as almost unknown, thougha British Ppossession,
gives it a prior claim to attention, o

]come in the smoothness o

ent of the few persons who have had’

small ones, divided |.

~ Theobjectsare thusstated : —*1. A general knowledge
of the Bay, and all eonnected with its various points,
headlands, éc. &e. 2. Inquiries for a settlement of Co-
chin Chinese, reported, on Earl's authority, to be fixed
in the vicinity of Bankoka; an intercourse to be opened
with these. 3. The rivgrs whiﬂl ﬂotw 'mrg t!:e Bay e%?-a bt:
minutely explo and an attempt made to
into the";ntafiorns}far as the lake of Kin{ Balh{m 4. To/|
open a communication with the aborigines of the country.
“I speak with great'diffidence about penetrating intothe
interior of this country ; for J am well aware of the in-
surmountable difficulties which $he hard reality of Sin
presents, which are previously overlocked and easily over-
ty paper, oy the luxury of a
drawing-room. It is to be presumed, from $he evidence
of Bir Btamford. Raflicg and otbers, that the Iake isnot

far distant from the Bay: that the noblé fivess owing |-
into the cominunicate sdth the lake,® - = ou 7.4
After stating, generally, the importance of

ining over

 the aborigines, ‘Jj‘ the utmost forbearance, an aliberality

uided by prudence, Mr. Brooke shows the nacessity of
ctermiming the somewhat vague opinions regarding the
aboriginal inhabitants of¢ive island of Borneo: their
origin ; the different tribes; the Diaks of the seuth 3 the

doan of the north ; the Kagins, a racé little batter than
monkeys, existing in the lowest conceivable grade of hu-
manity 3 their various religions 3 and to determine, satis-
factonily, whether the 1lind religion, which yet survives
at Baliand Lombock, was iikewise extended te Borneo,

¢ T'o return, however, te the proceedings of the Royalise,
I would remurk that it depends greatly on the time passed
in MaltidG Bay whether our next endeavours be prose-
cuted at Abai on the western, or Tusan Abu on the
castern coast. The inquiriesto be heregoneinto are similar
to those I Mfmhmsu to moke at Maltadd. Much more
might be added on this topic, especinliy of the reported
communication by & line of lakes from Maltida ty to
Benyar Masseen, which, if true, would, in all probabiiity,
place some of these lakos near particular points of the
east const, as the wlole line, from the relative position
of the two extremes, must he on the enstern side of the
island, These reports, and the various surmises which
arise from them, are rather matters for verification than
discussion 3 and I will, therefore, only add that, tempted
by success, I shall not devote less than o year and a half
to this object ; but, in case of finding a sickly climate, or
meeting with a decidedly hastile population, T shall more
ensily abandon these fields and tyrn to others of not less
Interest, and, perhaps, of less risk. I shall then ursue
my researches in the island of Celebes, equal to Borneo |
in riches, and superior in-picture ue beauty to any of
the islands of the Arcbipcﬁgo. This will conclude the
first stage of the expedition, during which I hope to see
Manilla, and to acquire a cursory knowledge of the un-
explored tract at ?he southern extremity of Celebes,
called in Nories charts the Tiger Islands,

“ The time devoted to the objects above mentioned must
be regulnted by the degree of fortune which attends
them ; for, cheered by success, I should not readily
abandon the field ; yet, if persecuted by uwlimate, or other
serious detriments, I shall fr uentllv shift the ground,
to remove mfyscltz beyond such evil influence. It js
scarcely needful to continue a detail of Frujects 8o dia-
tant, having already carved out for mysel & work which
I should be proud to perform, and which is alrendy as
extended as the chances of human life, and human re-
solves will warrant,”

* Sho has sinco sailed from Plymouth, and ‘‘ prospering gales
attend her" is our sincero wish.




