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T THAMES OFFICE.
4 - Extroordinery Adventures,

f - A sailor, named William Rinkle, applied to the ma-
| ‘Bastrates for their advice and assistance under the fol-
i lowing remarkable circumstances :~~Rinkle stated that
1 the month of March, 1832, he sailed from the port
| of London in a ‘South Sea whaler, belonging to a very
| réspectable firm in Rotherhithe. The ghip had been at
| 8ea about fourteen months, when the crew vwere fortunate
) enough to meset with two whalés, After the whales had

{ the blubber, when an accident happened to him of a
4 very serious natuve. The spade he was wusing slipped,
| and cut one of 'his feet very severely. - One main arte

] to leave off work. He was conveyed below, and the
4 captain and mate soon afterwards came to him, and ac-

.{him a severe blow on the head, which stunned kim.

j| twe months, and was fed on a scanty allowance of bread
and water. During this period he sufferéed the most
q dreadful torture from the wound in his foot, owing to
JJmproper treatment and neglect. A lock jaw ensued,
'{ and it was necessary to foree open his mouth with an

{ to sustain life; indeed, on one occasion it was
requisite to cut the lower lip to accomplish
this -object. - (The man exhibited his lip, on

4 After he had in some degree recovered, the captain
directed that he should beg his pardon before all the
ship’s company. He declined doing so, and the captain
immediately gave orders for him te be put on shore on
an island near the Japanese dominions, from which they

the npatives, who were watching ‘the vessel from the
shore, and a great number of them speedily came along-

from some casks, and bribed the natives of the island,

to receive him. In addition to the iron, spirits were

‘| clothes, which the natives tore into numberless pieces,
.and divided amongst themselves, and afterwards exer-

| the-savages.  "Their principal food was cocoa-nuts and

A

‘been killed, all hands were busily employed in securing | Yoaving the islnd. Ho. liowever, mandged to swim to
.1 the ‘hoat, amidst: a:shower of arrows, and was safely
.| taken up. The ship turned out to be the Clémentina,
1a schooner,” bound to Batavia.: The eaptain was a

{ was severed ' iged | |3 SU007 ! e
, » and he bled 50 profusely that he was obliged | Frenchman, but the rest' of the crew werd Malays..

{ cused him of cutting himself to escape his share of the |
} labour, He indignantly repelled the accusation, and |
) displayed his foot, which was in such a state that he |
1 could pot stand.. Some words arose, and the mate gave .

{iron spoon to enable him: to swallow food sufficient |-

which .a  large scar was - distinctly visible.) |’

were not far distant. -Accordingly signs were made to |

called St. Andrew’s, forming ope of a'numerous group, |-

liberally supplied to the natives, aud while they were |-
rolling about in a state of intoxication, the captain con. |
{ trived to smuggle two of the poor wretches on board |
: ve with whom he sailed, - plainan : "/
| s pat om, shore the. matives 2 sustounied i, and || 5630100  th 404K secton of ke Merchant Seamen's |
) seemed lost in wonder as they exashined his dress and | Act, any master of a ship wilfully leaving behind |
| the colour of his skin, as. they kad' never Seem 2 white |
.man-on the.island before. He was stripped of his |

ciseditheir agility by dancing in-a very grotesque mannér
aronrid him. " Rinkle remained on this island nine | |
T'months; and, upon 'the whole, lived pretty well among

i

Juuman.. flesh, - they ance “offeyed him a portion of

J el -bodies ‘of..a “woim# snd child who had died
-'suddenty. - HE vefused the proffered food with dis-
| guist; atd made the nativés to nnderstand that white inen
1 nevertate-humaw flesh. - They appeared pueh surprised

at-this, and asked why the captain of the big canoe
should take away two ‘of their countrymien.  He had

.| been an this island about nine months ‘or moens, when
. | he one day perceived a ship in the offing, and made
| signalg of distress, which to his great joy were perceived,

and the ship hove to.:- A boat was sent ashore to re-
ceive him, but the savages endeavoured to prévent him

1 During the voyage the Malay ciew nwidered the ezp-
tain and mate, and seemed acline? to murder him, but :
they changed their minds, and put Lim ashore on As-

| cension Island, where he found five Europcans. Shortly

afterwards a launch or hoat which bad been drepgped

| from an American ship drifted ¢ shinve,  Ip this frail
& ! - barque they wenteout to sea, aw? a¥er suffnving very
{ On recovering his senses, he was conveyed to the after | reat ! ’
:{ hetchway, where he was confined as a_close prisoner for

great privations, and being buffuticd about “for four

- months, they reached the Sandwich Islands. They were

taken on board the Mable schooner, and aftewards trans-
ferred on board her Majesty’s sloop of war  Imogene,
‘in‘which they reached this country. He had been

‘| away for seven years, and had endured very great
privations and sufferings. His friends had long since |

‘thiought ‘him dead, and great was their surprise and
joy when he presented- himself amongst them. A re-

‘mation of the truth of his story and his’ strauge adven-
tures. Mr. Ballantyne said if what the man had related

| was:corréct he had suffered a good deal, and that it was
| decidedly illegal for any master of a ship to force a man
“{-ta.leave a ship against his'will, and cast him en an island
‘| amongst savages, but the only way he could assist him
‘| wed by granting a summons against the captain., The
officers said the captain was at sea with another ship,

:and the witnesses to the transaction were all dispersed.

fore , _ -1 The vessel was one in which there had been a serious
side in canoes, but they all refuséd to have anything to | .-
do with putting him on shere, and threats and persua- |
sions were alike ineffectual.” At length the captain gave |
directions to the cooper to knock off the iron hoops |

‘digturbance on board, owing to the captain stabbing a
-man with a sword, This was the ground of a long

pending. Rinkle said the greatest tyranny had been

practised towards him, as he was prepared to prove, and

seven years of his life had been passed in hardships.
He only owed his life to the forbearance of the savages,

to great pain and torture. Mr. Ballantyne said that,
airy person’ belonging to his crew should be deemed
guilty of a‘misdemeanour, and might be prosecuted at
the suit of the Attorney-General, ot by indictment, or

other proceedings in any Court. The captain was at

the ¢ase than direct an officer to make inquiries into this

ry:strange affair, - R?nkle thanked the magistrate, and

Floft the office,

| fishy tiOpetivgy or three decasivng the natives suffered |
| imwogSfront ~a* “scatcity of “food.” They ‘were. not |
't ¢hnuifials, but; thinking ke might have a taste for

specteble man, who accompanied Rinkle, said he knew. [
‘| he went out in the vessel referred to, and he had confir- |’

investigation at that office when the vessel arrived here, {
.and subsequent proceedings against the captain in one
of the Law Courts, which they understood were still

who, however, tattooed him all: over, and subjected him |

present out' of the kingdom, and he could do no morein |




