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ATTEMPTED PIRACY BY MALAY CONVICTS.
(Lrom the Penang Gazeite, Sept. 23.)

It is onr most painful duty to report a very daring and outrage-
ous attempt which was made on Mounday morning last to take the
ship Harriet Scott, at sea, by a party of 143 fconvicts that had
been embarked and sailed an board of that vessel from this port on
the preceding Friday under sentence of transportatinn to Bombay;
in which attempt the enmmander, Capr, Beynon, was most eruelly
murdered, and the chief mate, Mr. M*Fee,and three of the crew,
were severely wounded. It appears that batween four and five
o'clock on Mowiay morning, after the watch liad been relieved, a
squall took the ship, and while the ¢rew were eanaged in shorten-
ing sail, the forrteen econvicts made a rush ont of the long hoat
(in which they were lodged snd accommodated) towards the
quarter-leck, armed with capstorn-bars, pump-break, crow-hars,
pump-spears, .. upon which tise captain immedively got into
the cabin and procayed a catlies, with which he atiacked then.
and heing soon juined by the chief mate, they were kept off for a
saort while uatil their numbers inereased, when the captain re-
ceived ablow on the head, which felled him, while another knosled
dawn the chief mate, whe, however, made good his retreat into
tiie cabin and barricaded the door. by which means the conviets
were dired upon through the shylicht and other availabie parts of
the cabin, Oae was shot dead, aidd theee mortally wounded ; and
the remainder finding it impeossible to continue in the ship, althongh
they had possession of her neariy five hours, got into and lowered
the quarter-hoat and escaped,  After they bad quitted the vessel,
the captain was discovered Iying on the deck almost lifeless, with
extensive and several wonnls on his head, and his body shockingly
mutilated.  He was removed into the cabin and every attention
paid to him, but he died abeut half an hour afterwards: and his
bisly subsequently preserved inn cask to Le interred here, for
which purpose, and the weakly and reduced state of the crew,
several of wihiom, besides the chiet mate were wounded and re-
quired medical treatment, the ship was put about and returned to
this port.

Mothing was subsequently seen of the quarter-hoat with the
conviets in her, Lut it appearsthat they were picked np on Tues-
day afternoan by the grab brig Harsinger, bound to Caloutta. in
sight of this island, when they were recognised, and brought hack
as prisoners into port. Iad it not been for a very intelligent
notive, named Hyder Ally, who readsand writes English, and who
was a passenger on board the Harsinger, it is very probable that
the taie which the convicts gave out of their having heen ship-
wrecked would havebeencredited, and they carried o to Caleutta
but the names of the =hip and captain beinz painted on the stern
sheets of the boat immediately discovered to Hyler Ally who they
really were, and it was at his recommendation that the Nacoda se-
cured the villains and convesed them hither.




