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_ SUMATRAN PIRATES,
We read in the Journal de la Haye of the 16th t=e

‘¢ ¢ 'The following are some details of an expedition made

‘1..

| by_the British ships of war Harlequin and Wanderer, and

the Compuny’s steamer Diaass, to Atyn, on the coast of
Sumatra, to obtain satisfaction for the pillage committed
on the English merchant ships the Fatal Kbair at

| Quollsh Battu, and the. Royal Spankie at Quallah Mur- |
| doo. Having arrived before Atyn,.Captains G, Hastings’

.and Seymour, in command of the expedition, demanded
and obtaived an audience from the Sultan. Kt sppears
that the latter succeeded in exculpeting himself com-
pletely from the reproach of cumplicity in this affair,
ond that he even offered the English captaius to assist
them in their uidertaking. The towa of Atyn, formerly

so powerful, is at preseut in a deplorable state. Its Sultan |

formerly the most powerful prince of the greatest Melay
state, is now a0 weak that he connot keep in respect the
neighbouring chiefs, who, however, dep-nd nomijunally on
him. It is probably owing to this circumatance that is due
the little security enjoyed by British tradin: vessels, not

‘ _only on this part of the coast of Sumatra, but in all the
. Malay states in general; for there, where the administra.

tion is divided into parties, the power of the authority
is paralysed and powerless to prevent or to punish ‘the
excesses committed by little princes towards defencelers
merchant vessels, Accompanied by some natives, and
provided with letters from ‘the Sultan for the Toeankoe
(or Toekoe) Pakir or Pedir, they cast anchor before Pedir,
and demanded that in 24 hours Toeankoe Abbas, anthor
of the pillage of the Fatal Khair, should be delivered up
to them, and that a sum of money should be psid equiva-
lent ¢o the loss which that vessel had sustained by the pillage.
The delay having pnssed, and Toeankoe Pakir not finding
himself not eble to sutisfy their demand, the English captains
ordered theships’ boats to enter the river of Batoe, and ap-
proach the town of that name, After having again in vain
d#manded reparation. they gave orders to attack the town.

‘the natives.

A proclamation was then addressed to the natives, wko were
‘aszembled in great numbers, in which it was announced to
them that the injury then inflicted on them was wholly caused
by the pillage committed on the vessel the Fatal Xhair, and
they were advised to abandon the chiefs who permitted such
acts of violonce. The damage caused to the town of Batoe
and its bazaars §8 immense. However, the nutives were re-
rarding the flames consuming their habitations without be-
traying the slightest emotion, it may'even be said with in-

| difference, when suddenly they fell on the English who had

advanced too close, but fortunately they were put to flight.
All this occurred in the course of the 10th February last.

. Onthe foliowing day the Diana steamer towed the ships to-

wards Murdoo, where they arrived in the evening. During

| the whole of the night fires were scen on the ccast, and the

cannon of the town were heurd at igtervals, which showed
that the inhabitants had been-apprised of thoe arrival of the
English, and were preparing.for resistance. On the i2th, at
break of day, the boats quitted the ships to approach the
coast, where hundreds of patives were assembled. When
the boats hed reached within shot of the enemy, they
were ordered 'by tbe natives to fall back, and imme-
diately some of the natives, who were concealed by an
intrenchment formed by nature, opened a fire upon the
boats, which, however, succeeded in reaching the coast.

"A part of' the crews landéd and took*possession of the

place, whilst the natives' dispersed in ali directions.—
‘The Euglish then ascended the river, ravaging everything |,
In their way ; and, after having burned the best houses
in the town—viz., those of the Rajah, thinkiny their mis-
sion at an end, they retraced their steps. But when they
arrived at the poirt where they hud lauded they found
another asssemblage of natives, who fired upon them.
They again Janded and attacked the natives, who fled,
After this the boats continued their route. It is wonderful
that only 130 men should have accomplished such resuits,
and in 80 short time, in thepresence of several thousands of
The loss of the blacks was considerable,
whilst the Lnglish bad only two men killed end a dozen

|'wounded. Tt remains to be seen whether this severe lesson

will sufice to prevent a recurrence of such excesses on the
part of the natives,”




