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ATTACK ON THE PIRATES OF SAKATRAN.
(From the Singapore Free Press.)

Qn Mowday evenivg the Bon. Company’s steamer Phlezetiion
(Secott) returned from DBerneo, bringing accoents of very import-
ant operaiions against the pirates of Sakarran, attenled with moch
suceess. but also, we regret to say, with considerable Joss on our
side. Below we give an aceount of ihe expedition, the detailed
nature of which renders any remarks of our own at present sime-
cessary. The Dido was {o follow the Phlegethon to Sinzapore,
and may be expected sn about eight days henee.  The Samarang
(Sir E. Belcher, K.C.B.) was ulso at Sarawak when the Phloge.
thon lelt ;=

* Last yoar T was enabled to furnish voeu with an account of the
proceedinzs of her Majosty™s sieamer Dido (Captain the IHon,
Henry Keppel), against the piratical tribe of Sercbas; and [ am
now lapy to forward abrief notice of the measures talien by that |
officer aguinst the equally piratical Dyaks of Sakarran.

¢ The piracies of these Dvaks have long been notariong, and
they have carried on their depredations along the entire north- !
west coast of Borneo, and to the seuthward even as faras Celebes. ¢
The principal premoters of piracy were Shereef Sahib of Sadung,
and his brother, Shercef Moolal of Sakarran, and the holiness
of the Dvaks ia mainly to be attributed to these chiefs, as thry
were in the habit of sending parties of Malavs in every Dvak flact, |
both te assist and to guide the Dyaks to their prexv. They
shared with their Dyak colleagues in all plunder and slaves, and
exercised so evil an influence that the popular nickname of She-
reef Sahib was Bujanz Drani (brave bachelor), the name of the
Dyak bird of omen.  Sadung has lonzg heen the nucleus of piracy,
uml“praims, frequently mamned by Lanuns, were sent to
criaise about the Natunas and Sambas, whilst the regulur fieets of |
Lanuns, whenever they visited the coast, met with a friendly re-
ception and drove their ncfarious traffic with the inhabitants of
Sangie. :

Last year the severe lesson given to the Sercbas horde alarmed .
for 2 time both these piratical Shereefs and their col’easus, the |
Dyaks of Sakarran, and many promises weve then made (o Capt.
Keppei that they would in {uture abstain from piraey. On the |
return of the Dido te China the coast remained quict for soma -
montks, hut it appears that abont the beginning of this vear the
final resolve was taken by Shercef Sahib to colleet his followers, -
and, in concert with his Lrether and the Sakarrars, to resist any
attack that might be wade upon them.

In April Shercef Suhib, baving collected a Jarze ficet of Malay
and Dyak prahus, removed to Putusan, and directly began o fore |
tify. Nosooner wus he established than both Malays and Dyaka -
were let loose and committed depredations both by sca and Jand,
stopping all trade, and butchering the unkappy inland Dsaks. It
appeared as though the abstinence of a few menths had given a
keerer relish to their ordinary pursuits, and it was, thevefore,
with heartfelt satisfzotion that we hailed the arrival of the o
and the Phlegethon steamer, who eame to put an end to a horrihle
series of crimes, which it is needless for me to dwell upon more
atlarge.

Captain Keppel having inquired into the facts, decided with his
usval promptitude on making an immediate attack on Sakarran,
and punishing both Malays and Dyaks for their repeated and fla-
grant acis of piracy so recently committed. On the morning of
the 3th of August the steamer Phlezethon, with the Loats of the
Dido in tow, and sccompanisd hy about 20 native prahus, pro-
ceeded to the entrance of the Bateng Eupar, which was reached ¢
the same cvening, On the following morning, the hoats having
joined, the force moved np to the entrance of the Linga river, and
anchored for the tide, to enable the steamer w0 pass the shoals,
which intervene between the Linga and Putusan.

To enable your readers to follow the further proceedings I may
here bricfly deseribe the river and the various Jocalities.

Batong Lupar is a noble stream, about two mifes in width at irs |
entrance ; for 20 miles itis deep and free from danger, and at that |
distance from the entrance is the considerable river of Lings on
the right hand. TFrom the Linga to Putnsan is about 20 miles far.
ther; the river is shoal, is obstrneted by sand banks, the tide ra-
pid, and at the springs 2 heavy bere Tuns in, which isdangerans |
jor boats. From Putusan to the small and rapid river of Undup
is from 13 to 20 miles further, and five miles bevond is the town
of Sakarran, situated on the junciion of the Batong Lupar and
thn Sakarran.

The river Sakarran, which runs to the left from the town of
thie same name, is navigalie for hoats far 40 miles, and is a nar-
row but pleasant stream, with cleared banks well cultivated, or
laid out with fruit trees. The Batong Lupar is likewize well
cleared of jungle on the banks, and inhzbitated by 2)vaks, who.
however, are less addieted to piracy than the Dvaks of Sakarran,
* The Undupis asmall stream, andabout 3 milesfromits entrance
was the town of the same name, the residence of Shercef Mulahe
Bevond Undup the siream heermes very narrow, the bhanks are
woedid, and there are noinhabitants untii reaching the village of
the Undop Dyaks, about 25 miles further. On the morning of
the Tth, the steamer, with the boats in tow, weighed at daylight,
and advanced towards Putusan; after safely passing the shoals,
ghe unchored Tor an hour to wait for the rise of the water, and
afterwards hronught up abreast of the forts of Putasan., The 0=
sition was not ill chosen, the stragehing townbeing situated within
the stream of Graban, the rorth of which was defended by three
forts situated in a Light, whilst the approach was protected by
a san_de;ank, in the middie of the river; another fort was huilt on
a point, close to which the steamer was obliged to pass, and onthe
left or opposite bank from the town of Putusan. Orders had been
given by Captain Keppel not to fire Arst on the enems, and on ap-
preaching the leit hand fort the hoats were cast adrift, and plled
for the two forts on the left of the enemy’s position. The first
fort we found abardoned, but on the approach of the steamer to
her anchorage, the fort on the right of the position opened a fire
with its guns, which was returned. In the meantime, the boats

of the Dido and Phlegethon dashed aaliantly at the twe forts on
the left, and the men landed and carried them. A native boat,
manned from the Dido, advanced to the right hand fort, and after
an enzagement of about 10 minutes, the third and last fort was

-

taken. The sillage immediately in the vicinity of the forts was

burnt, the forts dismantled, and after a short pause the menswere

landed. gnd

hetown, bewever, was found Gesertéd, and was hurnt, while the
tuemy ware pursued in every directiot they showed: themselves.
From 50 10 60 guns of various sizes were taken in aod neap
forts, and apwards of a ton of gup
mngnzme%gmx‘l Shereef Sabib’s

ise. It was evident how e~

completed, eight cther forts, in different siates of fortvardness,
were in the course of erection ; and, Ead the attack been delsyed,

reater iroubdie weould hava been exgerisnced, and more lives lost
in the ¢apture. The 8th gnd 9¢h were passed in burning and de-
{ straying the rest of the m’ﬂ%i_tﬁﬂx town, and the boats, which were

Tery DUMETGUS; and, On the 10th, the force proceeded up the
river, and, passing the river TUndup, anchored off the deserted
tosva of Sakarran, which wasburnt, On the evening of the same
day, the native boat hcfora_mantiened advanced up the Lindup a
few miles, at:d ‘an the morning of the 1ith attacked and carriecd a
#mall fort, well s2iuated on a hill, and defended by a barrier across
thé river. The esemy retired up a hill, andg as” thev keut up a

straggling fire, a gallant native chief, named Patingi” 4115, landed

tioh. COn the 12th, after overcoming numerons obstacles, theboats
repched the town of Undup, which was deserted, and o ot
{ieaving tho islavs to destroy it} worked till dark in removing the
$rees s hish had been felled across the river. The morning of the
13th, the same obstacles were encountered and overcome by 12
o'clock, and thelighter bosts wereenabled toadvance,andcontinued

during the day, pulling egeinst a strong fresh in the river. Barly

about 9 o'clock A.M. a large ficet was found in r.cregk_ below the
Dyak village of Undup. Above the creek, on a rising ground,
was the temporary encampment of the enemy, and the Dyak vil.
lace stood on a hiil above, ot a long musket renge distance. The
enemv nbandoned their boats ané encampment and opened their
fire from the Dyak village upom .our pariy. The position was
commandivg, end, I regret to say, that Mr. Wade, the first licu-
topant of the Dido, was killed whilst gallantly advancing to the
assault. ‘The place was caveied without a check, and the enemy
were completely and finally routed and driver in every d""“:tf"“
into the iungle. The object of the advance having been thus
pained, the foree dropped dowa the same eveniug to the still
burning town of Shereef Mulah. The lath and _.!()t.h were lmsi‘.’.‘q
at the steamer, to rest the men after the severe fatigue encountered
up the Undap, ond in preparing for an advance up the Sakarran
river. 2 ,

“The Sakarrenm. #s I hare said, is well enltivated on the hax
and the adrance wse made for tao Jays with ease, although s
n rhi Wb wage aotyy e | wih partt of Dethis, 7 b threw smenss
. omihe bavk, an. vovn = ma ].m L USR] TIP N § '1'!.'1\,_
Auadvance of Malay bods each dar reaesind the feres] and
harned numerous vidinses oo rhe war, or a1 the property had
been carefully remored fnto the interior, ard it was evideni that
ihe enemy were prepared heforehand for onr coming.

* O the morning of the 19th a further advance was made till
9 o’clock, when the leading hoats of the Dido stopped to break-
fast, and a native force force of about 10 small native boats under
Patingi Al was sent inadvance to reconnoitre, with strict orders
to f2ll back on any appearance of the enemy. These boats soon
came up with a strong force of Draks, stationed on either bank,
and rashly advancingz acressa barrier thrown across the river,
pusied forward. Whea Dbeyond the reach of 2id, a raft
was cut adrift and six large native pralius, with from 30 te
60 men in cach, suddenly bore upon thiem (three from cither bank).
impelled down the stroug stream, and closed befare it was possible
to retreat. A scene of confusinn and dismay followed, and our
native boats one after another were eapsized, and about 30 men
were speared before the second giz and pinnace of the Thdo
arrived to their relief. The fortune of the day was soon furned.
the war-boats were captured, and the Dhaaks were driven
with great slavghter from the banks whila the boats of the
force adranced upon them as quickly as the current would
permit.

*¢ The loss of the enemy must have been very great as a hody
of 4000 er 3000 men were exposed to our fire-urms for seve-
ral minutes, and the erews of the war nrahus severely Handledd
before they got ashore. The expedition may bhere be said to have
clased. as no further opposition was offered, and the boats return-
ing to the Phlegethion, reached Putusan on the 224, where we
were joined by two boats of her Majesty™s ship Semarang (Sir
Edward Belcher), and on the night of the 24th once ganin renclod
Sarawak.  Having - omatoed in Sarawak a dav or twe, Captain
 Keppel receiveld information that Shereef Sahib had taken retice
¢ inthe Linga river, and that he was there collecting his followers
with the assistance of Shereef Jafier. a resident of that place. On
the 28th the Phlegethon steamer and the beats of lier Majes'y's
ships 1Yide and Samarang once more started and procecdedup the
viver Lingn.  After pushing forward for two days zhrensh no-
merons ebstacles, we had the satisiaction to learn that Shereef
Sahib, on hearing of onr retiwrn, finalle and precipitately abyn-
doned the eountry, and ded aeross the monntains to the Pontianah
river. The hoats, in consequinee, returned to Hanting, when a
conference was held with the Malavs and Balow Dyaks of the
place, and it was fuliy explained to them that the measures talien
against piracy were for the protection of ali peaceful communities
| of the const. Fram these peaple manv assurances were receive:
of their willingoess to co-operate with us, and one and all were
alike urgent that the government of their river should be transfer-
{ red to the English, On the 4th of September the favee reached
i Sarawalk, and thosterminuted a brilliant and successful expedition
| against the worst pirateson the coast of Torneo.
| ¢ It is needless here to mention the gallant conduct of all eon-
{eerned, but I may briefly p the service performed and the
' chatacles avercome, .-wrwdn, long theterrar of the coast,
fully provided with arms and ammunition, have been defeatedand
dispersed, and their lenders driven from ihe country, while nu-
merous pezeeable communities in the vicinity have been released
fram a thraldom which has Jong borne heavily on their industry,
and other chiefs have been shown what they may expect should
they follow the same course.  The Sakarran Dyaks have been pu-
nished along with the Malays, and there ie every reason to hope,
now that the evil influence of the chiefs isremoved, they may
shortly be reclaimed from {heir piratical habits; and, ahove ail,
the sufferings of the inland Dyaks have been ended, and the trade
(which has vearly beenmore and more obstructed ) protected from
a liorde of pirates who have long carried on their depredations
with impunity. A shealing and rapid river has been ascended
for upwards of 100 miles, obstaclesof no common description have
Lieen removed, and the enemy beaten wherever encountered ; and
all this performed with a cheerfulness and good-will which ren-
ders war an amusement as well as duty.”
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marehed aboul haif ﬂ,mi.lzltolthu town of Shereef Sa,. "
hib, wheve it was expected a further resistance would fe offcred. |

the -
wder wis found in a detwched .

e

golved this chief was to defend himself, as, besidesthe fortsalready |

with hisparty, and drove them, sword in hand, from their posi= *

on the 14th it was evident that we were approackiog the enemy, .
a3 a few boats were fallenin with and taken in full retreat; and .



