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CHINA.
THE EASTERN ARCHIPELAGO
| AND AUSTRALIA.

SINGAPORE, Marcy 7, 1848, ~— The Overland
Mail of Dec. 24 arrived at Singapore Feb, 7, per Penin-
suJar and Oriental steamer Lady Mary Wood; happily
none of the failures in Europe have yet affected any of the
commereial firms here. On Feb. 8, 8,10, and 11, it blew
almost & hurricans from the north-east, aceompanied by a
heavy sea; the whole of the Singapore beach was encroached
upon ; the casurina trees planted along the road-side on the
esplanade were washed away; the shipping happily sus-
tained no damage, The steamer Lady Mary Wood, which
left this on the 8th uilt. for China, put back on the 10th,
baving proceeded as far as Podro Branca, where, the wind
and sea being very high, the vessel at full power could not
raske one mile.an hour, As the coals were expending to no
m , Captain Evans resolved to return t Bmsga ore
and again started for Hong Kong on the 11th. So high
R sea has not been Dhefore witnessed at Sin-
gapore, Several plantations sustained damage, es-
peclally the nutmeg trees. After the 12th, the
weather became calm and sultry. The influenza mado its
appearance, and still rages, few escaping its attacks—some
fatal cases have occurred nmongst the juvenile clats, We
look for the appearance of rain to xemove the epidemic. The
all-engrossing topic here has been the sad tragedy commitied
by convicts on board the ship General Wood, when the onp-
tain, officers, and above 76 persons perished by butchery and
shipwreck, Ihavedrawn up & separate narrative of the
melancholy affair, as the subject demanded remarks i detail.,
Cases of piracy are almost of daily oceurrence within the
yicinity of the harbour, and yet the government cannot be
Yaduced to organise a harbour police. On Feb, 16 o boat,
containing four Chinese, who were proceeding to ‘LTanjong to
cut ¢timber, was attacked by two Malay prahus, armed with

krises, spears, &o.; two of the Chiness wore killed, one|

Jumped overboard, and has not since been heard of, and

the fourth was left dangoromsly wounded; the boat|
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.| March 4th, H.M, 8. Dedalus,

'l the corners o
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iracy and loss. of life - have-coourred: during the moathi ¢f-

ebruavy: In all three instauges the ocutrageswere per
trated in the light of d y.,nnﬁ.withinlglght fthe harboyr

-which in ¥ anu&ré ast proceaded t0.China Wwith 86 artillery-
mon from thelStraits, for service -at Canten, returned to

Singapore Feb, 24, Sir John Davis having patohed-up tho |
| aflir 1a China, was sis anxioug:to send:the troops away as he|.

way bofore ixr%ent'. for their beinggent.on. The Auckland

ery on to Penang, and returned here. an
at Singapore ¥eb: 25, and will ‘await here until after

Penang, remain there until rello
stores, and sail for Kogland. :
days the town has been set in commotion in conseguence of

‘the leading thoroughfares;: T OuY
were of an inflammatory nature, denoimcive of the oniduot
of the gavernment snd the police encrally, and of the offl.
ciating deputy of police in particular—the i tter having be.
come obnoxious to the Chinese, in consequence of his-uns
tmng energy and success in the apprehension of common
gamblers, goiners, and other bad characters, -The appoar

ance of these placards is a bad sign ; it is following up the
pernicious practice so common and fraught with 80 muochn
mischiof at Canton. The editor of tho Siraits Tsmes has.

| brought to the notice of the authorities the existence of six
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six dollgrs, The Malays have eacaped; - Two other.chses of |

Tho H. C.stoarn frigate Anokiand, |

m . Hong-Kong, arrived |

tho . departure of * the -mail, whenshe will ‘.procsed to|
. . oved by the Meeander, Capt. |'
Keppel, when the Dmdalus’ will re ra to Singapors for|
During .the past ten or fifteen |

soveral large Flauards, in the Chinese lﬂnguagg;é'p;alit:fs:

—

.| to keep them

or seven Chinese printing establishments where inflamama-
tory placards, handbills, cgn., are printed by blocks, Hand-~
bills calling upon the Chineso to quit the conntry or assaciate
in putung down (by viclence) the alleged harshness

.of tho police are ciroulated ~ among the hueys, or
| Beoret sovieties, The StraitsT¥mes has very.properly recom-

mended that these Chinese printing establishmenta should
be registered as re%uired of ‘‘all presses,” by Aot XI. of
1835, for if beyon

aad the unruly Celestial mob at Singapore baceme as in-
fluontial as the Canton agitators, Speaking of the. Hueys, I
may mention that about a fortnight since a regular pitched
batile took pluce at Bukit Teiuah » Beven miles from tho town
of Singapore, between the partisans of xival Hueys, each
party endeavouring to overcome and carry off the other, and
W put them to torture and death «t leisure! No lives were

.| 108t on either side, and finding each”party & matoh for the}
| other a truce was agreed to

. although not until after many
wounds were jufiicted. The uietly ‘disposed Chinese

planters were compelled to abandon their work; many.of .
thom procceded to town for the protection of the po ce, |.

there being no ruval comstabulary force, These Huey feuds
forma great drawback to Chinese emigrants unless there

exists & vigilant E;_Jlice possessing sufficient numerical stréngth |
awe, On the 28th February, the H:C.|:

steamer Tenaseerim arrived st Singapore from Madras, hay-
ing on board 205 rank and file of her Majesty’s 26th Rogi-

ment, undor the command of Major O’Connor,. The.other |
portion of the left wing are to come on in the Hon. Company’s |-
stoamor Materprise, and it~ is stated that her Majesty’s 18th |

Royal Irish will probably be brought to Singapore per Ben-

tinck steamer, All this aotivity among the troops has arisen |-

out of the umnstable polioy of Sir John Davis, who wrote
down here for several regiments for sorvice in Chiun. The
Vulture steam-frigate was despatohed frnm Hong-Kong
with'a couatermand for all troops; had the Vulture 'pro-
ceeded at once to Madras, imstead of remsining at anchor
here soveral days, the expense of tramsporting the troops
mi%liat have been spared. The Vulture would have arrived
at Madras on the 13th or 14th Feb. The portion of her
Majesty’s 26th, which came in the Tenaasserim,'did not em-
bark ' till the 18th, wnd left on the following mora-
ing. The countermand which was sent, wid Gallo,
would not reach Madras befors Febrnary 20th,
It is probable the departure of other -troops
will be stopped. The Hon, Col. Butterworth, C.B,, Governor
of the Straits, roturned to Singapore with his awmiable and
accomplished iady on Maroh 4, after an absence of six weeks,
during whigh time the governmental duties were performed
by the resident councillor, Hon, My, Chur¢h. Her Majesty’s
sloop Ringdove, Capt. B, A. Inglefield, returned to this port
on the 6th inat., having been to Penang to mske a demon-

| stration, with the view ot awing the King of Quedah inte a

compliance with the diotates of the Bengsl government. On

rjthe same day, the Poninsular and . Oriental Company’s

steamor Lady Mary Wood, arrived from Hongkong, having

ou board Glencral d*Aguilar. The general landed &t noon| |
under a salute from the battery, and became the guest of |

his honour the govornor. In the evening an entertainment
was given at Government House, at which the ‘general was
present, and expressed himself extromoly satisfied at the
attentivns he received during a short stay at Singapore.
P8.—~MaroH 7, NooN.—The Honourable Oempany’s

[ 8teamer Huoghly proceeded this morning to the North

Natunus, in search after the Chinese conviots that egoaped in

the boats of the * General Wood.”” Her Majesty’s sloap |
-Riug;iove lenves to-duy for the Anambas ;
as

‘ on the same search
@ Hooghly. The Honourable bompany’a . steamer

Tenasserim, with part of the lefi wing of her Majesty's 26th |

Borderers left Singapore this morning to return to Madras,
General d’Aﬁuﬂar having advised that step in consequence
of Sir Jobn Davis having written officially to the government
of India to cvuntermand the despateh of troops to China.
The Honourable Company’s steamer Auckland is now here ;
ufter some repairs are done to her engines sho will, I believe,

roceed to Coohin China, 10 endeavour v release Mr. Viotor §

oraes, supposed to be still in confinement in that country;

The following important intelligonce from the Sooloe Archi-|:

pelogo has been recvived by the editor of the Siraits Times
this morning. Thelearly departure of the steamer to Galle
has preventeq its publication, but I send you a galley fro'of
of the news, . Having just seen the official despatches 1 can.
vouch for its correctness:’ ' .
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39, reach of the authorities in case of vie- |
lating tho law; the most dangerous consequences may ensue, |-
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