——

The MUTINY and MASSACRE

on BOARD a CONVICT SHIP

The Morning Chronicle (London, England),
Tuesday, April 25, 1848; Issue 24495

oy P
The MUTINY and MASSACRE on BOARD
' a CONVICIT SHIP. .
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The following is the account of this horrible tiansaction,
given by Lieut, Seymour,o! the Bombuy cavslry, who with
his lndy was u pussenger on board the unfortunate General
Wood, some prrticulars relativg to which we men:ioned
yesterday. The convicts on board were all Chinese, from
Houg Kong, with the exception of one Portuguese, who, it
appears, acted very wel 1 — _

** At about half-past one or two in the morning on the 34 oi
January,” says Lieut, Seymour, “we were awuskencd by a Jond
noise on deck, nand the smashing of glass inside the: cuddy. I'im-=
medlately rose and went to the door of our eubin, for the purpote of
ascertaining the reason of the uproar. I had scarcely touched the
handle,when the door which separates the captain’s cuabin from-eurs
was thrown suddenly open, and Capt. Stokae rushied in, exclainging,
¢ For God’s sake shut the door, and keep it fast.,” Ie wus alinost
immediately followed by Mr. Andrew Farquhar, one of the pzse
sengers, Havingsecured the entrances, I turnad and asked the
captain to tell me what was the matier, but could gel no teply
from him. He (the captain) appeared to havo lost all his presence
of mind, and kept running up and down, exclaiming at different
intervals, 0, merciful Father, what have I done that this should
happen? ¢ O, blessed Jesus, suve us,! &c.  All this time le had
his pistol ecase in his hands, After repeating the question over anid
over again as to what had occurred, he informed we that the con-
vicla hud risen and had tuken possession of the vessel and cuddy,
where the arms had been placed. 1 thien asked bim  as to wheiher
anything could be done, and what liad become of the msates and
crew. His reply was, *The convicts have got the five-arms, no-
thing can now be effeeted.” He was ignorant of the fafte of hig
officers, and the lascars must have all hid themselves, After this
Captuin Stokoe became calmer, and commenced loading his pistols,
Just as this was done we heard the cries of Mr. Gill, the third
officer, followed by heavy blows, The moans became fainter and
fainter. Captain Stokoe went outside the eabin door, and fived his
pistols withoeut any eflect. He then rushed back szain, dragging Mr.
Gill, whom he threw upon the mattress, which happened to be
on the floor. Mr. Gill had a sheet thyown around him, and was one
mass of blood from head to foot; lie lay there grouning, and on cue
askhig him where he was wounded, he said he dil not know: hut
from the excruciating pain he wus sutfering in his thigh, thought it
must be broken, He must have been dreadfully mutiluted, a8 not a
white spot could be seen on his bady fiom the large quantity of
blood. Captain Stokoe was perfectly incapseitated from doing any-
thing, and remained without acting at all, I putthe question to %im
asto whether there was any way of getting down into the hold,whre
we might hide Mrs. Seymour and her ayali; he said at flrst no, but
afterwards commenced tearing up the planks which covered
the locker ; but to our disappointment the aperture by the rudder
down to the hold was too small for even Mrs, Seymour to attempt.
We then requested Captain Stokoe (o speak to the Chinese, and
offer them the boat if they would spare our lives. His answer was,
* Those wretclies know no mercy.” He said he would try to speak
to the conviets, and went out of the quarter-gallery port forthat par-
pose, after which we neither saw nor heard anything more of him,
When Capt. Stokoe had Jeft us I nut out all the lights in our vabin
for fenr of the convicts secing what we wereabout. During the time I
held the door it was twica tricd to be opened by the conviets, but, on
finding it secured, they retired. I thea directed Mrs, Seymour and the
ayah to hide themselves In the quarter galley us the lust resource. I
coutd see through the chinks of the door what was going o1 in
the cuddy. The convicts seemed busy hnocking off their irons and
rifiing the inate’s cabin. Afier some time a body of them, armed
with the ship’s axes, spears, &e., commenced breakinz in the caoin
doors, and, seeing it was then useless for e alone to stand by the
door any longer, I retired to the quarter-gallery, where the rest
were, exclaiming * the convicts are breaking open the doors.,”  Mr.
Andrew Farquhar thenleft us, and we sawno more of him until the
morning. We then heard them bresking open our cabin door,
There wasa scufle. Mr, Gill, who had been lving on the eacin
floor, immediately rushed into the quarter-gallery, bringing
with bim a bayomet (the only availabie weapon that  we
had during the whole period), und elosed the door after
him, desiving me to assist  him  in  securing  the
same. The conviets, after trying two or three times 1o

force it, without success, withdrew. We now knew our only hope of

safety lay In our remaining quies where we werenntil daylight, whichi”
we thought must then be near at hand. At the time we imagined
the convirts would either take to the boats and leave the ship, or
some vussel might come down to render us assistance. We sat in
dreadful suspense for about an hour er more, and our feelings may
be well imagined when we heard over our heads the sound of 2
person being dragged forward, followed by blows, evidently inflicied
by a heavy shurp instrument upon some soft substance, and then a
dull splush in the water—this was repeated five times. After a
lapse of a minute or two, we heard the clashing of the
men’s leg-irons as they again came to our door; on
finding it secure, they burst in one of the panels, and thrust their
spears and swords through ; upon which Mr, Gill called out, ¢ 1 say,
Foki, why for you want to kill me? wkich was answered by ‘Come
out, came out,” and a repetition of the thrusting of the spears znd
swotls. Mr. Gill took the bayonet to offer resistance, but in the at-
tempt got dreadfully cut and wounded about the hand, the Chinese
teking good care not to come within the reach of any weapoen that
we might have, but fo keep at spear’s length ; they then broke
the rest of the door to splinters, Mr, Gill, being in the way of their
weapons, and was unable tostand the agony from the wounds he way
receiving, got outof the quarter-gailery window, after which he was ao
more seen, I had taken up my sword, but found, owing to its length,
and the confined place we were in, that I was unable to use it, espe-
cially, as I said before, on account of the convicts being out of the
reach of any weapon, As yet, we hoped we might escope, for they
were ignorant of our being ou board, having broken open the door,
and secing the port open, and it also being dark, we remained
unperceived, and the Ckinese retired ; it was, however, for a few
pac-g only, for one of them returned bearing a lautern in his hand,
from the reflection of which we were discovered. | was immediately
dragged out and surrounded by A number of the convicts armerd
with every description of arms that they had been able to Iay hold
of ; they then forced me forward to the weather gangway, where
they made signe I was to go overboard, and, to facilitate
my egress, commenced to cut me down, [ fell over
some spars, and received two cutlass wounds, and in attempting
to evade others, fell buckwards with my head foremost into
the sea. Not being able to swim, I Jaid hold of a rope that was over
the ship’s side; whilst in that pasition two men were thrown orer-~
board close to me—one @ corpse, but the other, not beinz hurt, got
into the main chains, whenee Le would not render me uny assist-
ance, although I entreated him to do so. Not heing able to hold
any longer, and feeling almost sure that a1l had been murdered on
bourd, I gave myself up as lost, and let go my hold. By chance I

- floated to the after part of the ship, where the ship’s gig was

suspended with one end in the water (Cuptain Stokee having
attempted to cut it away during the night), and remained there
concealed until daylight, when 1 was called up by the convizts,
who assurcd me I should not be hurt if I caume on board. T di s0
with difficulty, being very much bruised from the heavy swell
that kept continuglly  striking the boat aguinst the ship’s stern. |
there met Mr. Farquhar and  Mrs, Seymour, who had suffered nio
hurt, but had been dreadfully frigiened by the Chinese, who had
repeatedly menaced her life. They frequently suid that had she
Leen the wife of Mr, Caldwell, the deputy superintendent of police
at Hong-Kong, they wonld have chopped her into pieces. When
on deck I perceived a brig at anchor close to the leeward of s,
The‘Chmese. on finding we could not navizate the ship for thewm,
confined us to our cabin, and being shown by the Chinese sailors on
board, they slipped the cable and stood to the south-east, striving to
avoid Singapore Harbour. After we were under weigh I abserved
the ship’s gig floating towards the land, and the brig noticed befare
standing after us with all sail set, when she suddenly changed ner
course and steered for Singapore. The same evening we saw & ship
standing towards us; the conviets then put the crew under hatches
and handeuffed them. The ship passed on without noticing us.
At night the gunner’s mate attempted to run the ship ashore; but
the Chinese being too vigilant, he could not succeed, Mrs. Sey-
mour’s ayah, from the effects of the rirst night's fright, beenne de-
ranged on the third day, and, noiwithetanding our endeavours to
prevent her, jumped overboard and wasdrowned, After tacking off
and on ut the pleasure of the Chinese day after day, on Friday, Jan,
20, we sighted the Great Natunas.!!

Another eye-witness, referring o the body of poor Gill,
remarks :—

““1 saw a quantity of blood avout the starboard gangway, Sorae
one was lying on the starboard side of the poop, as if he was
asleep. A blunket was thrown on him, on which was a quantity of
blood, and some on thedeck and hencoops. I saw the person under
the blanket move several times. There were four or five Chinese
keeping watch over him with cutlasses, , , Saw neither CupLain
nor officers.  The Chinese tindal and carpenter were standing on the
poop, giving directions Irow the ship should be steered, . ., On the
20th day the ship struck on & reef of coral; the ship had all sail
set, Got out the boats, In the first cutter were about forty-five
Chinese. The passengers were on the poop. It was told the Chinege
if they killed any one the ¥ s _syould not spare them, as the
country was under the ruleof a Rajah. The convicts’wanted
to kill the lady passenger, but after it was_explained to them that
the Malays would look upon them asl Il

d 5 y rate and tropt o
such if they did so, they desisted. ., ., One of the C?gnégg ?or?f

victs hanged himself to a tree during the nij ht, after which ¢
the crew kept watch over them with swords Eméidcu by n:’glbmof

Kya."—8~aits Times, Feb, 24,



