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The EXPEDITION against the SAKARRAN

and SAREBAS PIRATLES,
—_——

We make the following extract from the Singa-
pore Free Press, of the Tth of September, giving a
detailed semi-official account of the expedition
against the Sakarran s, of which accounts
arrived in England some time since :—

By the arrival hiere of her Majesty’s brig Albatrossand the
Hon, Company’s steamer Nemesis, we are enabled to lay
before our readers a more detailed account than that given
some weeks ago of the procecdings of his Excellency Sir
James Brooke, and the small naval force co-operating with
him, and which has resulted in cutting up a formuda
l:imtic:\l fleet, and in quenchin& the power of th
or a time. It is to be hoped that this severe lesson
will enfurce the exhorlations to a peaceable and in-
dustrious conrse of life which now, as on many pre-
vious oceasions, have been addressed to the piratical
tribes by Sir James Brooke ; and if they are shown, by the
occasional appearance of our vessels of war on their coasts
and rivers, that they ave watched, they may perbaps in time
be convinced that it is now impossible any longer to follow
their lnwless and blood-thirsty pursuits without retvibution
overtaking them for every act of outrage and rapiue they
commit.

The Maxander, Captain the Hon, I, Keppel, not having
arrived, it was determined to proceed with the available
force. Barly on the morning of the 24th of July the Nemesis
started with her Majesty's brig Royalist and the Mieander’s
steami-tender Ranee in tow. The boats of her Majes y's
brig Albutross quickly followed, and the picturesque banks
of the Sarawak echoed and re-echoed witn the cheers given
only as British seamen ean to their departing messmates,
The Enropean furce anchored that night off the mouth of
the Moratabas, and consisted as follows :(—

Her Majesty’s ship Royalist, Licutenant Everest, with
twelve 12-pounder brass guns, and one 12-ponnd howitzer.

Honourable Company’s steamer Nemesis, T. Wallnge,

Esq., commander : two 32-pourdd traversing gums, four
6-pound brass guns, and two 3-pound rocket tubes,

Boats of the Albatross—Gig, Commander Farquhar (in
command of the squadron) : one 114-pound swivel gun and ten
men, Pinnace, Lizutenant Brickwell (seeond in command) ;
one 12-pound howitzer, one 114-pound howitzer, and twenty-
two men. Cutter, Lientenaut Wilmshurst: 12-pound light
brass howitzer, one 8-pound rocket tube, and fiftcen men.

Boutsof the Nemesis: No, 1, puddie-box boat, Mr. Williams,
3-pound brass gun and nineteen men from Albatross; No.
2, Mr. Goodwin, 3-pound brass gun, and nine men ; cutter,
Mr. Alexander Buker, one 3-pound brass gun and eight men,

Royalist’s cutter, Licutenant Everest, oue 3-pound brasy
gnn, one 8-pound rocket tube, and fifteen men ; and Ranee,
Mr. E. W. Buker, engineer in chage, one G-pound rocket
tube, one swivel-gun, and seven men. )

His Excellency Sir Jumes Brooke and the Sarawak flotilla
joined company duving the night. Next, morning, the
Royalist, Runee, and uropean boats were taken in tow by
the Nemesis, and reached the entrance of the Sakarran
river at five p.m. The boats then anchored in line
across its mouth, whilst the Nemesis procceded up the
river with Royalist to leave her off the Linlga branch, and,
having accomplished this, she returned early on the morn-
ing of the 26th, and tovk the boats in tow, uaud proceeded
towards the Sarebas, off which she anchored at three p.m.
to await the arrival of the native force. On the 28th intelii-
gence was received that alarge force of upwards of 100

rahus were out from Savebas, in the direction of the Re-
Jang, with the intention, it wis supposed, of attacking the
town of Siriki, All were now on the alert. Sir James
Brooko and purt of the native force anchored off the Kaluka,
and the other detachment at the moath of the Sarebas, the
Nemesis in the bay between the two rivers, and the men-of-
war’s boats in line shoreward, In this position all remained
ening of the 3uth, when tidings were brought that
s had attacked Palo, and after threatening destruc-
habitants unless they furnished them with salt,
Liad gone to a river named Si Maring, where they were then
lying. On the evening of the 31st, the Ular, one of the scout
boats, arrived with the intelligence that the pirate fleet was
advancivg in full force. In abuut fifteen minuees all were in
motion to meet them, the Nemesis proceeding seaward to
command them, and prevey ir escape to sea. As soon
ns she was descried by the ,they made at once for the
Kaluka river, where their progress was intercepted by the
native boats, and those com by Lieutenants Wilins-
hurst and Everest. The | then, as a dernier
resort, made a dash to reac own river, when they
camein immediate contact with the men-of-war buacs, and the !
action became general, Tt was now dark, and the great
danger was that of firing into each other, or into our native
allies, The pass-word selected was ‘‘ Rajah,” and the
Mualays sereamed this out at the top of their vuices when
they thought any of the Europeans were near them. Com-
mxniler l'%rquhnr who directed the operations, was in Lhe
midst of the mélde, giving orders and exhorting the crews of
the various bouts to be careful, and not to lire into each
other, und several of those present, from their age and
service capable of yiving an opinion, state that they never
in any boat actions saw firing so rapid and destructive. Two
lurge prahus were seen by the commander eseaping seaward,
and the steam-tender was ordered to chase ; the nearest one,
having barely escaped one of her six-pound rockets,
made for the river and met a pirate’s doom, The Nemesis
which had been dealing death and destruction to all aroun
her, ran her down, and the scene which took place as her
crew, above sixty in number, came in contact with the pad-
dle-wheely, beggars all deseription, A large congreve rocket
from the little steamer entered the prahu that had continued
out to sea, and rendered her destruction complete. A signal

was now made to close, and the sceue as witnessed from the
bridge of the Nemesis was most exciting, It was evident |
from the first that the duy was our own, but a rapid, running
fire was still kept up along the margin of the bay. Thi\]l
having gradually subsided, at 12 30 on the moraning of
the 1st July Commander Farquhar crdered the boats
|

. of the various vessels in tow, and having sent

Ranee with despatchey

i Sarebas to prevent escape by the Rembas branch.
so we were deprived of a sight which all state took them by
surprise, At day light the bay was one mass of wreck,
shields, spears, and portions of destroyed prahus extended
as faras the eye could reach; whilst on the sandy spit,

} which eatends a considerable distance scaward on the left

_bank of the Sarcbas, were upwards of seventy prahus, which

'the natives were busy clearing of all valuables, an de-

. stroying, The punishment intlicted on these fierce bar-

" barians’ had been most complete.  Of one huudred and
twenty prahus which it is said started on the ex-

 pedition, and all of which were in the bay the
preceding evening, more than 87 were destroyed, and the

{ loss of life on their side must have been immense—indeed,

- it has been placed as high as 1,200 men. On our part, saving
a few slight casualties, all were unscathed, The observer was
compelled to ask himself could destruction so immense, suc-
cess so complete, at least one-third of this ruthless horde

. sent to their account, be effected in a space so brief, and

ith a European force so small? Ifad success auendcd the
our fate was certain, No more convincing instances
of their inhnman disposition need be cited than the fact
that the bodies of women were found on the
beach on whom they had wreaked their vengeance.

They were all decapitated, and the bodies gashed
from the shoulder to foot. These are  supposed
to have been captives taken by the _on
the expedition from which _ were returning.

It was afterwards learnt from o Malay prisoner, that the
g}mtical fleet had gone out in the confident belief that the
Malays of Sarawak would not act against them during the
Ramadan or Mahomedan fast mont? : and that after plun-
dering Palo they had gone to Si Maring and from thence to
Mato, which they attached, seizing on the voyage two trad-
ing boats, one from Sarawak tv Singapore with a cargo of
sago, and the other coming frum Singapore arawak with
piece goods, Yery large numbers of the [pii escaped
into the jungle, where they were pursued by our native
auxiliaries.

On the 1st Angust we were rejoined by the steam tender,
and received the information that SirJames Brooke would join
us on the following day. On the 2d, the native force
having arrived, we weighed and proceeded up the
river, where we anchored on Friday the 3d, at eight am,,
having ventured as far up an unsurveyed riveras way thought
prudent. Atnoon the larger prahus were anchored inshore,
and the smaller prahus with the steam tender and men of
war boats proceeded up the stream, and anchored the siune
evening off the site of Paku, the town formerly destroyed by
Captain Keppel, in 1843, At day-light on the morning of
Saturday the ith August, the further ascent of the river was
prosccuted and the town of Paku destroyed, The steam
tender was prevented from reaching this spot by the im-
mense trees which extended acrosa the narrow and tortuous
stream, in ascending which the men-of-war beats hiad to be
carried over or depressed under the various natural and
artificial barriers thas existed every few yards. She then re-
turned to a village a few hundred yards lower down the stream,
and destroyed it and a large prahu secured onits banks.
Commander Farquhar heariug guns, despatched the Ne-
mesis’s cutter with orders to lie by the steamer during the
night. She, however, commenced the descent the same
evening, steam being up, and reached the Nemesis at nine
on Sunday morning, with one European killed and two
wounded, bringing intelligence of the death of the two
sons of the Orang Kaya of Lundu, two of the bravest of
the native chiefs, who had been cnt to pieces by the
pirates on their first landing in the jungle off the late
piratical settlement of Paku, 'Ihe boats returned from
Paku on the morning of the 7th, and it was determined
by Sir James Brooke to ascend into the Sarebas terri-
turies Ly the Rejang. The Nemesis then proceeded
to the mouth of that noble river and wooded, and
was joined by the mative boats on the Uth.
On the 11th, sufficient wood having been pro-
cured, we commenced the ascent of this river, and pro-
ceeded upwards until the 14th, when we anchored off the
Kanawit river. On the 16th, the European boats, small
steumer, and native prahus were despatched to ascend this
river, which oceupied two days, and the whole of the settle-
ments on either side were totally destroyed, A few prisoners
were secured, but the major part of the inhabitants betook
themselyes to the covert of the dense jungle. Amongst the
captives taken np this river was a child, whose perfectly
white skin and fair hair would induce the belief that it was of
Enropean extraction, This little innocer:t will be brought up
amongst the small family of orphans under the charge of the
lady of the reverend Mr. )l‘Duugu.]I, the excellent mis-
sionary resident at Surawak., On the evening of the
18:h, the Ranee returned to us with several men sick with
fever, and one poor fellow with a barbed spear through him
which 1t was found impossible to extract with safety, an
which wuas therefore filed off level with the back ;
very slight hopes are entertained of his recovery. The
Native and Earopean boats, the former laden with goods re-
captured from the Sarebas Dyaks, rejoined uson the sac-
ceeding morning, At noon we were again under weigh, and at
4 p.m. anchored abreast of Pog, the natives of which place
had been aiding and abetting the Sarebas men in
their predatory excursions, but as the chiefs pro-
i efrain  from connexion with the Sare-
bas [piratés] in future, the town was spared—Sir
James Brooke fining them and taking one of their principal
men as & hostage, and alsobringing away some brass guns. All
having been amicably arranged, on the morning of the 22d
we started on our return, ami’ were somewhat alaimed on ar-
riving off the Kanawit for the safety of the steam tender and
gig which had been lefy here, but during the day we dis-
covered them proceeding downwards. On arriving at Rejang
a supply of wood was speedily procured, and on the 24th Sir
James Brooke, who had quitted hic native hoat and embarked
on board of us, was landed at Sarawak, Mr, Crookshank, who
had joined us up the Rejang off Kanawit, brought intelligence
of an attack of the Sakarraus on a fishing village at the
mouth of the Moratabas, and of the murder of five of its
inhabitants, several others being seriously wounded, He
also communicated the pleasing news that the Maauder had
been seen by him off T:mjongul’o, and all were most anxious
to welcome Captain Keppel to the seene of his former ex-
ploits, but the expeetation of seeing Lhim was soon put an
end toby the iuaclfigence that the Maander had saiﬂed for
Singapore,

Ruinh uwa tha mastianlara af thiz maek ennnncefnl avnodlia

the 1
to Sir James Brooke, then in some |

part of the Kaluka river, we commenced the aseent of the |
In doing ;

el bl

Such are the partienlars of this most successful expedi-
tion, in which a steamer, steam-tender, and seven men-of-
war boats, with a European force of less than 150 men
and the small band of native auxiliaries, totally destroye
a pirtical squadron consisting of upwards of 100 large
Fr:;hus, marmed by not less than fifty men each, They
earlessly ascended for days into a country; unknown
to them, tracking the evil-doers to their iuland haunts,
and destroying their houses and illgotten treasure.
Commander t:‘arqu!utr and the officers wnder him
proved themselves worthy representatives of the noble
service to which they belong, by the courage, coolness, and
perseverance with which they followed out their dangerous,
severe, and exhausting labours, and the Nemesis added
another to the daring and succes=ful exploits for which she
has become celebrated in maritime annals. The rewards
which are due to skill and Lravery will no doubt be awarded
in ample measure, 2

The cases of fever on board the Nemesis and Albatross
are, we learn, numerous, This, however, wasto be expected,
since thirty-two days in open boats, subjected alternately
to heavy rains and a seorching sun,are more than sufficient
to produce disease in climates more healthy, and more con-
’i"ﬁ:lial to Enropean constitutions, than that experienced in

rnean rivers,

On the occasion of the departure of her Majesty’s ship
Albatross, after her recent successful expedition, Captain
Furquhar and his officers gave an entertainment to Sir James
Brooke and the Buropean inhabitants of Sarawak. After
dinner Captain Farqubar, in an able and complimentary
speech, proposed the health of Sir Jumes Brooke, which was
enthusiastically pledged by his numerous guests assembled.
Sir James’s reply was in substance as follows :—

“ He felt deeply the honour which had just been paid to
him ; for several and different reasons he prized this com-
pliment greatly, and in returning his thanks he would
take the opportunity of refaling some statements
which had recently appeared in a Singapore newspa-
per.” After mentiouing his reasons he proceeded thus i—
*“ He would trene the matter withont passion ; it was very evi-
dent that the person who furnished those statements had
been present during the axpedition, and he would acquit him
of any malicious intention in offering his crude and ignorant
observatious to the publie, without having positively ascer-
tained the truth or f':tllschum! of what he so rashly advanced ;
he need notadd that these statements were false and base-
less, and must have emanated from a most ignorant person,
This greedy informer has doubted whether the people of
Sarebas, residing on the Rembas river, attacked through the
Kaluka were pirates, and has made one or two as ex-
traordinary statements as ever emanated from igno-
rance, and which were greedily set forth to the
discredit of a public paper, KEvery statement there
made i3 recklessly false or shamelessly distorted ; he
would notice one or two of the most striking examples,
and if ou reading this confutation from a person
whose nands are officially tied, he re-avers his statement, he
must be a raseal indeed. Tt is there said that four peaceful
and unarmed men were decoyed aboard the small boat called
the Ular, and subsequently sl.ughtered in cold blood ; the
fact being that they were fully armed, they were people of
Rembas, and after wounding two of the Ular’s men, were
killed resisting in their own boat without a word
being uttered by them. They had some sirih; but
i3 a pirnte the less a pirate because he sells ernm-

pets? Then again, it i3 said a single toothless old man,
flonting on the river, was barbarously massacred ;
the fact bei in hi i

e fac eing that he was in his war costume,

returning from a head hunting expedition at Sassung ; he was
a large powerful young man, and fonght desperately to the
last ; and might he not ask, how would a resisting pirate with
a white skin be treated by Europeans in Cuba or elsewhere ?
But the whole 1 must rest on the fact of whether
or not, and after the recent defeat at
' <0 war-prahus, manned at least by 3,500
men, thiy may be considered as set at rest ;oand
it is_proved beyond the shadow of a doubt, that '
the Bandar, or “chief, with numbers of the tighting
men of Rembas, was out with this very fleet, and
T_ﬁpﬂl‘t 5ay8  that the Bandar was killed during this |
}EIU action, Thesq are the innocent, these the peace-
ul traders, who receive sympathy from the spurious and
unwholcsogne compassion of weak minds, He would detain |
them but for a few moments longer, to refute the statement |
that a woman and her children were made captives, after the |
death of her hu.sba.ml, and that with his sanetion this woman |
and hertwo children were left in hopeless slavery to their
captors ; the truth is, that this woman’s husband ran away,
and the women and her children were made prisoners and
Lrought before him,  He offered to take them under hiy own |
protection until the submission of the pirates would allow of |
their return. But this woman replied that she was herself |
» DBalow, made captive by the people of Rembus, |
that her present captor was a distant connection of her own,
and that with Sir James’s permission she would follow her
own tribe, and never return to the Sarebay people ; and this
13 4 vimple atatement of a fact witnessed by dozens of people,
Europeans and natives, which has been distorted by igno-
rant and greedy gossippers, into a gross dereliction from
every principle of honour, of humanity, and of religiou,
I blush for the authors of this monstrous calumny, lest
they should be unable to blush for themselves, I claim

as a gentleman the ordinary credit due 4,
man for good sense and humanity. [ ey .""-".-
to all present whether any inhwmanity e r'ﬂ:’"».

committed in our recent expedition, and whellier, wjy), ™"
gnarantee of my character, it is in the least probaly, Lll- U
should have acenrred at any previous time, Reeyy oo "
rences should open the eyes even of the most p“‘.iuliic;.ﬁ""
the enormity of the system which has been allowed 1y .
up on the coasts of Borneo, and I thank God, wit), 5 i,frm-.
and minute experience, I have clear and untlinehine pn:*f.g_e
ples of public duty, und that I know of no way to?ujvft"f:’
civilization and secure the safety of commerce, exce ",‘"r'
the punishment of those hardened and lawless tripes up|.;,’-3'
have long been the terror and the scourze of Bure, ,.-
who even find advocates amongst the Christian c(,n'l:_rff
nity of Singapore.” Here Sir James clused )his speeel
amidst the most enthusiastic cheers. --'




