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THE HEAD MONEY OF THE SAMARANG.
B TO THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY NEWS,

B1r,~I rejoice to

Bir James Brooke, Rajs of Sarawak, Governor

busn, Resident; Consul, Merchant, &c., &e., are at-
tracting 'attention; as aleo the doings of the East

India Compeny’s and her Majesty’s vessels of war in

the Eastern seag, which it would seem are under the

the direction of Bir James Brooke, and at his disposal
for any work of slaughter he meditates,

The object of my presest communication is to draw
| the-attention of your readers, and especiaily of mem-
bers of the British legislatore,to a motice in last
Friday’s Gazetle, that the officers and crew of her
Majesty’s ship B: ho are entitled to share
for services agains n the 3rd of June, 1844,
are to apply fer their shares, respectively, at 39,
Charing Cross, on the 20th inet. The amount of
these individual shares is stated as follows:—Cap-
tain, 1,320/, 12s. 10d.; first class, 310/ 38, 2}d.;
second class, 1917 9s. 44d.; third clasy, 95/ 14, 836.;
fourth olase, 637 16s. 53d.; fifth class, 317 18s, 21d. :
pixth class, 21/, 6s. 5%d. ; seventh class, 107, 124, 83d.
- Bigned, Ommanney, Son, and Co., agents,

Now, sir, I am extremely anxions that there ehould
be placed before the public a_narrative of tha travs-
aotions that are to be rewarded on the above scale
on the 29th inst., Permit me, then, to direct atten.
tion to the account I have extracted with my own
hand from & work entitled ¢ Borneo and the Indian
Archipelago, by Frank S. Marryat, late Midshipman
of H.M.S. SBamarang, Surveyiog Vessel. Longmean
sud Co., 1848.” .

Mr., Marryat was not himeelf present at the mae-
sacre for which head money is to be dis on
the-20th ; but he says (p. 64), * The account of this
transaction is taken from-the private log of one of the
officers who was present in the barge
whole time,” That account is as follows :—

# Leaving the island of Ternate, we made sail to the:

southward, to survey & portion of the coast of Gilolo (an-

other of the Spice Islands), which was aup;m_ed to be laid |;

.| down incorrectly in the charts,
“On the morning of Mondsy, the 3rd June, the ship
&d’ng off the const of Gilolo, the gig with the captain, snd

arge with several officers, left the ehip with four days’ |.
|| provisions, to survey & portion of the cosst. At 11 a.m. they |

landed on a reef running out about & cable’s length from &

small jsland. About 2 in the afternoon, a body of natives |.
1ls || of them fell from

armed with spears and krisses issued with loud ye

from the jungle, and advanced towards them. At the same |,
.| in the , the laat rocke
| pmmﬁ oaps expended.

time a prahu pulled round & point and made towards the
barge, which was at anchor about filty yards from the shore,
The nltphtniumnt the time on shore taking observations,
but aa the patives approached he retired to the gig and got
the arms in veadiness, The captain signed them to go away;
they approached nearer, we gave them & volley, and they
huu'il‘y retreated into the jungle.

_%The barge was now prepared for the expected attack of
the prahu, which by this time had spproached within point-
blanc range ef the barge’s gun, which was a brass 6-pousder,
Ubserving, it is to be presumed, that the boat was so well
armed and the men were loading the gun, the prahu ceased
pulling, and hoisted Dutch colours. They were ordered to
suril “for the Gilolo shore, which they did; a rocket

d” at them quickeming their speed considerably.
At ohservations being completed,

3 ®».M, toe
re-embarked,

tlwm Ia]lt.ronni'a.lé:llh lnstmme:ih AT ot =
on the e, aud the captain guitte o gig and went into
the Im‘g:fg Both boats Pw‘::a pulled towards the mainland.
On the inshore side of the small island I bave mentioned we
discovered a village consistiog of ffteen or twenty houses.
The gig was despatched with two officers to burn the village;
which wes done, the natives who were in the huts escapin,
into the jungle. In the meantime the barge proceed
towards a large village in search ef the prahu. On their
way they fellin with a large canoe at anchor in one of the

ore

+ Taking the canoe in tow we sgain took to the oars, and
in a short time perceived the natives hauling the prahu into
a cresk. A round of grape quickly decided the matter;
the natives fled and the prahu was quietly taken possession
of by our crew. Having effected our object, we proceeded
along the coast with our two prizes in tow. . At sunset,
after riflicg the boats of arms, flags, and 8, We set

Were

them on and made sail to the southward; the gig
which had rejoined us being in company. About midaighs | -
we anchored in & small and lonely bay—I should say twenty

miles from where the above occurrences took place. We
tosk our meals, but did not attempt to repose t&l after two
in the morning, ulthough we wers quite tired after the
events of the day before, We then lay down and composed
ourselves to sleep,

“We had not, however, been recumbent long, ere the
sounds of gengs were heard at a distasce, and shortly after-
wards the man on the look-out repn:teé. that three prahus
were coming into the bay, A short time sufficed to have
everything in readiness for the expeoted conflict.

A T

ive that the proceedings of
og Le-

during the |

|8
v

i The foremost of the prahus appraached within ten yards
of the barge, lowered her gail, and rounded to. A native,
one of the chiefs, we immmi, inquired in broken English
if we belonged te s ship, The captoin would net satiafy
him on that point, but desired him to go away.

« The other two prahus having been joined bya third
(msking four in all), had now closed within half-pistol skot
and lowered their sails.
# Seeing that we were completely enclosed, & musket ball
was fired over the largest prahu. The men in the prahus
gave their mmwumf yell, end the whole force advanced
0% The six-pounder, loaded with round and

e six-pounder, loade round and graps, was
now fired intg the largest prabu ; the cries mdg ool::guinn
wero great ; the crew of the prahu lesped into the water, but
fow arrived on shore—they sank under the fire of our
muskets, The other three prahus then commenced a spirited
fire from their gons and amall arms, assisted by & flight of
arrows and spears.
¢ Palling withia 20 yardsof them,we plied them alternately
with grapeand canister from our six-poundez, gag
ment continned with great vigour for some time, when their
fire slackened, and shortly afterwards two more of the prahus
were deserted by their crews, who had made for the shore ;
the fourth made off. The three prahus wera taken posses-
sion of, towed into deep water, and anchored, Leaviog the
gig in charge of them, we went in pursuitof the fourth prahu,
and soon came up with her, but her crew escaped by running
the boat on shore.
“ Another prahu now hove in sight, pulling, or rather
paddling towards us. Leaving our prize we faced our new
antagonist, nlnﬁng her with grape and musquetry, and
causing #0 much bavoc, that, shriekiog uod yelling, they
made for the nearest shore, without returning a single shot.
‘We followed her, firing into her as fast as poeaible. ' On com-
ing up with her we found her mground, with six dead and
ome m; wounrded ; the remainder of the crew had saved
themselves by wading to theshore, After getting this prahu
afloat, we breught the other prahu, which we had
just before ca; lmninsNo. 4) slongside, This boat was
crowded with dead dying. Among the latter was a
female child, apparently about eight month’s old, in & state
of nudity. The poor little oreature’s left arm was “'::Z
severed from its body by a grape shot, She was remo
into the boat, where the rest of the wounded were placed
with a3 much care as possible, A low moaning sound esca;
from her lips, her eyes were glazed, and she was evidently
fast dying ; it would have been & mercy to have put an end
to her sufferings, The dead were then thrown overboard,
and the prchu set on fire, The last prahu, containing the
wounded, was left to her fate,

« It was now daylight, and, on looking sround, we
perceived five more prahus off & point between the
iz and ounrsslves in the bargs, and several others

in from seaward, e gave nﬁnfor the
prahus, which were drawn up in a line ready
to receive us. Notwithstanding their fire, assisted b
their spears and other missiles, we pulled within fifteen yni{
of the outermost prahu of the five, and discharged our gun,
mmied bg & volley of musketry. The other prahus
now closed, and poured in 3 heavy fire; but .lmi'h the
barge was strack not one of our men was injured. The re-
peated fire from the boats soon caused the peopla in the
prabus to make for the share through the water, when many
our musketry. It was now about six
o’clock in the morning; our last charge of canister shot was
tin the tube, and nearly all the
'The barge was pulled cleser to
the nearest prahu, to give more effect to the discharge, and

: mou&utn was In the stern of the barge, with the rocket
tube

hand, when one of the prahus on shore fired her

swivel; the ball struck the captain and kuocked him over-

‘| board,” He wds hauled in, and we found that he had re-

ceived & severe wound in the groin, which was dressed by
the surgeon.

« Lisutenant Baugh sow tsok the command, and the gun
vras discharged with good effeet, and all the people on board
the prabus who were able to eson made for the share.
One of our marines was wounded in the neck withan arrow ;
and, with the exception of the captain, no other casualty

took 1?]:00 .

«The fight would have been continued with the rouad
shot atill left in the , but the asistant surgeon was
anxious that the captain should return to the ship and have
the ball extracted. The barge, therefors, pulled for th p
whose royals were visible sbove the horizon. 1
finding that we were ntruﬁn‘g returned to their
and fired their guns at us, but without effeot.
e arrived on board abont 9 a.m., and the ship’s head
was put towards the scens of action, while the barge and
two cutters were d in searoh of the gig, of whoss
safety wo had great doubts. About 11.30 a.m. the second
cutter, be{nt.gﬁin advance, discovered a sail on shore, and
which, b aid of our telescopes, we made out to be the
gig. When we cloted with ber, and found that all was

ight, we were greatly relieved. We heard from Mr.

asper, the parser who was in her, that after waiting in
vain for the barges® return, he get fire to the prahus, in one
of them he found & woman and child alive, whom he landed
st the neayest point. Ho then pulled in the direction we
had gens, being guided by the sound of our guns. On his
artival in the bay we were mnof in ligh%eand perctiviog

g

eeveral prahus with fi and ating, he natu-
| el eondudedthntﬂ;aphu hEen o iy and he was
| the best of his way towards the ship. The boats

continued pulling towards the shore, leaving the gig to re-

|| turn to the ship, and ease the miads of the ship’s company

ecting her safety. i
“e?On our urium the bay with the barge and cutters, wehis party, on nearing whom
found that the prahus had hauled into a creek, on the banks ipeals and arrows, though without etfect. They were soon
of which was s masked bmeuﬁhieh opened a spirited fire repulsed, and _put to

R e

UpON s 48 B0ON AL We came Wi

-orderlﬁ.:-r.u:.mtol ﬁ,buttu t; §
This order was sot r::ﬂved with Hate s e 8 vuageq
haye a chance of pusishing the fellows s fittle mer, oped ty
Doy ke we- dtoped v bt hars ke
rstgmet:l to l‘]l:; ship. RCITNE JUSENS AE Wil vy
uch is the account given of these most ;
ard fatal conflicts by an officer who was ’l:fei“"’ l
the bgrﬁ.dunng the whole time, ang enure;t -
fa.ch in . own private log. . thy
he Bamarang, passing throngh { e
Patientia and the Bonta Passage i.ngtu tt,ll: Jsa[::m
%{mved Bihs Binga retho:} ]tlhe 28th of Jupe 8}2‘
arryat then e following observations op 1y
above proceedings : BOMmETRoRace f
“Imayes well here remark that
formal complaint against our captain fer h

rahus, wi they were not | L b

7 thern sgainst the pirates, 1t is but fair to give ol 23
ments thet were used againet us, particularly as the ‘;' ‘
rities at Bingapore appeared to think that w
blame. Wete g

¢ They said you were in boats and you ton :
ves accustomed to be takgz off zf,}»"fhf? ialo;
were naturally jealous and euspicious seeing g

vessel,
“ They came alene armed to ascertain who

100 yards they stopped ; you signalled them':zgl;::? - A
they advanced mearer to you, but they committed no,’ ad
hostility. 8t of

* You fired a volley at them and they
thz aggr;nion WAS o your i

At the same time, you tay, 8 war prahu
the point and approached to within mgpe; wh.ﬁ"‘ﬁi ":lnd
was close to you she ceased paddling, and hojsted
ﬁiﬁnzn'fw desired it to pull for tl:“ Gillolo shore, ‘;5‘::
id. There was no aggression in this instance
ot PRDPSRT st
r she obeyed your order to pull to
shore, you wantonly iud & congreve roglut at tg:,?‘lhh
conduek, in this instance, being much more Like tngy :Ir"
ph;‘age ‘.{h.suuﬂemnhu ull along the Gillo y
ni on you p ong the Gillolo ek
i::dhuun village. Yeu send your boat nhm:l::'d"“,i
toit. Whyso? Youutate that you were attacke] by
Illanoan pirates, who reside s} Tampassuk, tome hunded
miles from Gillolo, and you then burn the vilisge of thy
]‘J;O le of Gillolo, and that without the least aggremion o

eir part, g A

+ Ig it surprising that you should be supposed to be pi
after ch wanton gutzage S ™ Pt
“To proceed : You atate that you then go in s
the mﬁn, which you ordered away, and g:lt on ,::h,f‘
you captured & large canoe, which ‘dyns take in tow, .,j
afterwards perceive the  hauling their vessel iy ,
crr:ik. _You awmekﬂnm lal t.hen);l n.tin al;almy. leaving by
prahu in your ,and as us ter rifling the
S ok T AR R, e 1t

¢ Up to tnis point there en nothing bat i
art therefore surprising that you ‘::'
o o M s
the vessels employed aguiny
ere summoned for its protection. i

“ Again, the prahus jcame out and surrounded yey,
they did mot fire at you, but hailed you in English, re
questing to know if you belonged to & ship. Now,if g
thing could prove that they were net pirate vesels,itwy
their doing this, and had you replied, they would hare ¢z,
plained to you what their employment was; but you thik
proper to give no answer to this simple question; ords
them to go away, and then fire & loaded masket inty
;he!:;d n:h:ah brings on the conflist which you so mud

esired,”

That these observations were true it mustbe sdmiue,
and the complaint of the Dutch, with the hoisting of 1y
Dutch flag, gnwAguu weigm. to them ; however, piraty o
no pirates, the Inll‘llt{ ourt, on our arrival in Englund
mﬁdm‘i them to have been such, and as will besweniy
the extract from the T'imes below, awarded head-moneyy
the ameunt of about 10,000, to the cuptain and crew of th
Samarang, and for his wound received, our captain obtaiae
a pension (I believe) of 2504, a-year.

(Extract from the Times.)

ApMiearTy CourT, (Bmrore D=r. LusriNosoy)
TrranoAN Preates. BounTY.—In this cese & petitis
was presented by Sir Edward Belcher, the captain, and th
rest of the officers and crew of H.M. ship-of-war Samarazy,
sotting furth that om the Jrd Juue, 135:, the Samarane
being then engaged on surveying duties, and cear the island

retreated, Here

range, After an hour’sthe dayseveral large
cannonading on both sides, we were joined by the gig, vrm::f; -

of Gillolo, on her passagejtowards the Biraits of Patienti,
[Bir E. Belcher, with two officers and four mea, quitted hez
inthe gig, accompanied by the second barge, armed witha
ibrass 6 pounder gun small arms, and manned with
twenty officers and men, While engaged on theextreme
side of & reef, extending from a small jalet, in taking astro.
nomical observations, they were disturbed by sn extraordis
nary yell, proceeding irom about 40 men of colour, who
were advancing from the islet along both sides of the reef
with the evident intention of surrounding Sir E. Belcher sod
commesced hutling
flight by musketry, In the course of
rabus their appearancs, manned
crews of Ay ] and geveral nané}cu took
iween the respective partis, iaoms of which & ball

from the leading pratu struck Sir-¥. Belcher on the thigh
g e g St F = b
wonnding him ; bnt, having been lified’out orﬂli'wam-us
dragged into the barge, he shortly after resumed the gom:
mand, and ultimately succeeded in destroying all the prabus,

Dr, Addams ap to_the conrt to award the bouhties
specified in the 6th Geo. 1V., c. 49, for the capture and. de-
struction of piratical ships and vessels, Heo submitted that
the affidavits produced clearly showed the charsoter of-the
persons on board the prahus, and that not less than 1,330
persons were alive on board the several prakus atthe be.
ginning of the attack, 350 of whom were killed. :

The Queen’s Advoeats, on behalf of the crown,-sd
mitted that a very meritorious seryice had been performed,
and made mo opposition to the application.

The Cou unced for the usual bounties on the
nninber of ﬁ.lud. b & .

n conclusion, Mr. at, referring to the pric
vate log of his bmthmm. makes the followi
very important ohservations. In his narrative, it wi
be observed, he makes no mention of the natives who
came down upon them having “ thrown spears” &t
them, although in the extract from the Zimess it is s
m_ateé. It would appear, also, that there was some
mistake as to the namber of men on board the prahus
and the number killed. A war prahu generally con-
hiqanﬁm ﬁg to 80 men, Some are-amnller,g:d 0o
casionally they are large, but not often. Captain
Keppel states 50 men to be the usnal numbar in his
work, and in his conflict with the [pirates estimates
the force accordingly. Now, the first day there was
one war prahu, which ran upa creek, and, on being
fired at, the crew deserted ber. On the second day

there were five prahus all captared.

% On the third day the flve prahus e were nof csp-
tured, the boat returning to ship the captain wis
wounded. So that in all, it ap thera were nioe

prahus, and allowing 80 men to , the force would onl
amount to 720 men, or aboat one balf of the number stated,
namely, 1,330. How the killed, amounting to 350, or abous
half the number, were arrived at and estimated, it is impos-
sible to say ; but in the narrative of the officer, which I bare
given, the major portion of the crews deserted the prabut
and got on shore.” : -

The following extract reveals with great simplicity
the real objects of the Samarang in her cruise in the
Indian seas. Mr. Marryat says:

“ Qur captain having now mearly recovered from the
wound which he had received, we found that our destint-
tion was Borneo; but previous to the ship getting under
weigh, the boats were ordered to be manned and armed ¥
oy e Lol Lk e Loy

m . Itwas t we migl
fall in with nmtpo?:ha piratical vessels which so completely
infest the Indian urchipshgn, and if so0, we trusted to&lﬂ
them a lesson which might fer & time put a check to thel
nefarions and eruel system of plunder and rapine. I
that my name was down o the list of the pazty selected for

the .
« Bidding, therefore, a temporary adieu ts Singapere 00
the 2nd of“?ugut, we setoff tr: the tio;; ??:l. i‘o_:;
i twi , one cutter, end 8 at belong
consisting Ohftgusi:, u;hlnh_ hgun

to the hants y ad been expresaly
built to resist any attacks of these bold ts,

i Although the real object of the expedition was, as I hav
above stated, to fall in with the | our ostensible ons
was to survey the'islands off th manis, which is the
most unfrequented part of the ! eninsnla, We arrived
there late night, as ignol other th were

would have be

the en of our
had therefore ng to do but to anchor close under the
land, and keep & tharp look out, in case of being the attacked
instead of the attacking party.’
I shall reserve my comments on the scenes above

described nntil the re-assembling of parliament, when
I trust many more potential voices my own will
be lifted up against one of the most wicked systems

which has ever been sanctionied by the British gover-

ment. Bir, &o.,
GEORGE THOMPEON.
64, Waterloo-place, Dec. 10.




